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Tfi tkf mtmtry cJJ, L. O'Braw, 
who Ifi mefnm History, 
through Protohistory, 
to Prehistory 


Introductm 


T 'fif utscovF.HL txploTcn Sifiii ciilomin. cif tb€ ilirK 
injHum v;\U2ti: mi!rt wiudi itt Auwrilia, wcfc *ti Abofifynci. 
In rhc pf,>knin:i ci ninticimili/ccnTury cvolinionji)* cnnrrovmy* 
wbm men dccla/cd thorwclm for ^petot angdi^ fhe AuHraliairs 
wrtc lajigtd 6nn\y vn tlw sidt uf (Ik apet Their jpmqiu, 
inutrminn^ And itutnul cqnipntcm were cued 15 luivivaU fmm 
llie diwti tif nuttkind, cxempliin d'htnith uviigctf. The fjcti 
ait o?hcTWTtc- AuEimha fmm about .| 3 i degrm Samh 

Unrude 10 wiihin 1 1 degrtn nf xh^ Hquarni^ whtk a third 1/die 
Ciiniinenr lict wiflnn iht Tfapjct; m recent limes an aita 
hju rrccivcd in iven^t ra.iJifail xA lns than ten incho;; 11 is i tirtlicf 
Trom Pc»ib im Meibnume than the diirjjict separating Lnitdnn 
and Mmww. Ilie dnpcral nf the Ahnngijies thmughnur rhtt 
vai^ land^ chen rrspcmxeS and adjnsinieius tij the cliallcn^ nf in 
Utid\ ciivirDiimctit, aid then ccnnumical tittltzation nt its 
gitdly tt^souten^ arc snmttbtuig tnmtiony tn die aehievemtntt 
iiTtltc hurrun ipirtt in ilic face ofadi.'mMy, 

Cafstetta« 4 Dutch iiavigairsi, collected Aboriginal cihniv 
graphic sperrment hack in 1623; Gcrvcitiot Atthijr Phillip 
conducted an archaeological excas^ation in 17SH. a few weeks 
altn tlie scttlcrncju at Sydney; dining the 1 ^401^ Cetirgc City and 
l:dward Jivlin Hyift twn dininguhbed explurcn w}w later gamed 
fame in i\K field of Biuidi cotocnal adrtiinturaibin, inmrihtired 
lympachenc memotn on Abot^nal society. With luch ainpi^ 
CJ0I1S scirniigs d' early inrcncH, grear progicts 111 Abcirginal 
stiidies might have been piedicied. Uiifcnuiiacclyp tins cxpec^ 
titioti was unrcalueed, panicubrly in the ptchistufic fietd^ 

In 19^1, 1 dmtgnared Ausiratb *the dart continent d ptc-^ 
htefney'" and erflered the npiniDfi that many yean i^mdd elapte 
before an Archaeology of Aimralia n)utd be wnrrm« Although 
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IntradinfioH 


rhc pofiitimi ku improved immcArurjblj^^ A^i^ ikacb mujtivc 
and ncccf&ard^ vciccnvc, while i dcftnirive eexr rmuitn^ it 1 m|>c fui 
Konie prditsloriaji di ihc rtrxi decide. Tlid 1960s rtpreiau i 
wiimhed in AtistvaJiaii ptehiitonc rescaieh, ai t(i«c iiat Iwm 
an iipiurgc d'lntcresr within tevml iinivenitiei and tmrieortiv. 
Tile firu |;raduiitn m ptdiiM^mc itehicnlog)^ (mm die I rmvmity 
of Sydney arc engag^ cmreml) itpon doctmal mcorcii ar (lie 
AuMrdiaii Nil tonal Untvmiry^ Canbetra: tome muicnint 
tia^T appotmed tiaff afciucoingisci- Rcftihing trom a cunlerence 
held m *961^ die Commonwealth Govern mctir esubbdied she 
Auimihau Initiruie oi Abottgiiio) fkudic^ which h» ctw 
mdtnaied and fhunced rexcarch on art ambirioui idle, thetefay 
faciliratir^ devetopmeors at other intfirutiDin and cnihlmg com^ 
prehco&i^c field ptojcccs. 

Since 196U dtKnplined field invcyigaitoiis hm% yndci^ 
rak«i If I every luie d ilie Ct^mmoiiwralih. j)thi>ugh nnly a 
troLTion of the area hov twen rrconnniried and lianr gaps in 
knowledge abound. The findi remhtng Imm tlni tnsetiuve 
fmarch arc Ixing analyvni bin few dttaited repoifi have been 
pubinheil Tim explatm why I draw heavdy tipcm my own 
expeneoK and why sonw rundamcma] problemi art itTeatpd in j 
pencral ninnner. 

My owii itsvwlvemenr in Ausiralian prditfrnty pic-iiiim ihw 
snninbiing advenr ol yorwig* fkiltcdt feld arducok^isfi by somr 
yean. Tlni book ™y serve, rhcrcforc* aa ihc nnprcnj*>ni d a 
prebi&tonatt at ette chmacitr pmod when tmminern puhhcaiKio 
of njndry ciLcavaiinti repoffx, and tile appbouon of newd 
(cchntques to old evidence, may (mt% i ic^aluaitun i>f hIcm. 
Uetaitrd regHituI iiudin alin will cmuie j fairer undcntandiiigd 
the vanenri of Aboriginal respvmic. It is a itiarter isf pmonal 
utiifaLTinn ihar lome of rhts recent work has been carried nut hy 
smdtnti Walking under my snperviiuifi. 

Wkile If n coiii^itrit to icmunatc Amtraban ptrliiiiory ui 
with rhe pettnanfm Ilrntili icntemem at Sydneyp. n h a 


If 


Thf Prrfmt^ry 4 / 

nu^tc^iding rule thumb (o apply ta a continent^ ^nd prcizivc 
tiTmtiiologicj] dcRiuiioiij 4it Fiir txampk^ totlrment m 

ticat^by Victoria drUyed luiti] iii4, i^hilc in the NotThcTD 
Tmiterty* afia Iwlfa cmiiiiy mrts l:utop»ii pemunmey 
w?t» Adiicvtd nnly in with fhc setdemem je Darwin. EjiLiit 
colon if» m tfopica] Auftralta* and many accotinn ol' early m 
cronuen or bud expJnraEinns, uand in the ume rcbiion ro 
Auitraliin prdiiuory as O^ninriitdrirr^ ot dciaik dT 

Oimmiut' ^tghi f'mni Canti cojicetn pidiiMnnc Iron Age 
Btiram, T!ie fitful iniighit into prchisinric toci«ici and pmanali^ 
(Id which such ^urm provide arc ben termed pTotohmory< 

In iho !scriK^ 11 wa% casirm scabourd prtHohiuijry which wai 
(Tantt'onned into history m because Captain Cook's 

cxpluraiions cighiccn years previously illnmuiAied absnjgnii] 
mcicty. Yet, d prutohiUDry extended in ihk area only fmtn itjPi 
other Atiutalun ftj;iont cxpcrtetifrctl ^50 years nf ptotnhiitnrh; 
ttitle bdbic then- cflectjvc hrsttiTical pbasc opened^ In this book, 
she rerm 'protofustory^ nornully doignates ihai pens>d bciwccn 
fim alien cdjniaictj and flic dTectjvc buropciri occupacicin ut a 
tegiim. When icfmmg tpceifie 4 tly 10 Abofiginil uKicty. even 
during thn procnhiiiaTk phase, the term ‘pithiunry" is used; it u 
catjer not to draw the bounds mo firttily* One b femiiidcd 
dial geographical froncim in pichisfoiy can raise diffitiilnci. 
There is diai salutary exam pte of the dusi jackei amumi a bmnui 
book on pichiste^^ic Irckudp upon wduch the Six Counties were 
demarcared. 1 am awanr ihai «4K iKniudartes were nor recognized 
in prchmmic Auiiralta, but tr n coiivtiuerti to prctPttl (hat they 
existed fi 4 case of presenyuem. 

Nciihcr the bibliogjaphy at tfie end of dus bussk* not the precede 
mg 4JiJintatjoni svbich are actanged by chapters,, is exhausiive- 
TIk bask sourced arc tiidtcaicd» but except w*hen tlictr art pim^ 
cuiar reasons for rderTtng a ipecific work w autbof» I liave 
folio wed die practice of only refrmjig to rhoie rccciu sources 
which provide more complere bibliographical guidance or 


cficitjJ Thii tv j penotml ^pputyl. much d'whtch 

may be fejeaad by o»hcf ^ir by nmc. h dwet adnpt rlie 

vit-wpimii that It Vi rhe people aneJ T\m then- rdicf whjch arc ibc 
jasiitieatiDti I'^v aitcmptttig to icll the ttnry. Smee it k j pmiMial 
jtaitmtnr, neceisjrtly flicjsctJ m gctitrd icimi bctauie of fiimij/ 
tioni ttf ipict an4 ihe milmijted poiniuilhifv of tlic vttbjeet, I 
ider etiqumng m dtHibttrsg todm in my oiJnt vvoriif lined iit 
rhe hildtography- More Jetaited evitiimice m ifiafyiiif n frmvitltd 
thcrCi paitfciibriy m my Twiv conmbunorti to ibe PmtiJtiiP «?? 
Ptthnt&Tfi Sfltfifly* fell and 

Many people awaited wuh tbr ptcpiraiion of tfiii book. 
Alibimgh they ait in iio way mpoovibk fat ihe vitw% tipicwcd 
III the text, J. H. Calaby ami J. Gotmri if Mid oflk^ eotv 
nrucrive rntrcumi. CmetaJ unpubhdicd fnroftnafwn and 
photograpli$ were supplied liccJy by ihe fnllown^^ wtfhnuf 
wtvene Ci>opcTatinii pam of ilie bixik could nui Fuive been 
wntteji; Atiy imccpictatiorii pb«d upon inch aialeital ate my 
Dvvn; F. J, Allcti^ D* A- Casey. 1. M. Crawford^ Uhyv Jmiet, 
K. J. Lampen, F* D. McCatiliy. C, C, Maekinght* !ubd 
MeBryde, J. V. S Megaw, D* Merrikci, D*MnofC» A- Wtn, 
Carmd Whirr, K. V. S. Wright. T!te X^iay pfwHiigiaphi war 
taken bj T* Lrancy, ai ihe Canbeira Cum mini iiy HtWpiiaJ. 
Othe individuali who mpplitil phiringtaplu are mctitmtied in 
the 'Souttn d llluiirarmtit" livr; ibtii amnaitcc h gfatdully 
ackmiwlcdgcd hcie. 

The fullDwiiig initinjTmm loafifd me marenal and ^uppfted 
me wnh inluimatikjn: Tl« Institute of Arfaiiimy,k Canberfa; 
The Naiioual Museum of Victotia^ Mefboumej Tltc Soinh 
AuvreaTtan Moicutfi^ Adelaide* llic Aiunaluit Initmue of 
AborigiiuJ fkudin^ Canborj. 

The t™ ilJitntaiiom are iht wfc wntk of Winifred Miimlwii, 
kcwarch ATsmani ifi rhu Dcpairmcntp i» w'hrrtc palwne^t 
imagmatnai and skill my irrdcbftiincii if vjiualty appamii- 
Many laf tin detailed illuiitamjni were pliivtugraphAl in otif 
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nudiii by W. K. Ambrmc, who dev«cd much nme io thci* 
pftwluctujn. To Rtjtwii Edwadi, Curator of AmhrofH:>lt»gy, 
Sotxh Auwr4fu(* M.u«um, niy thankv ate due for hh cficcHiil 
companiotidtip in ihr IktU and toi hn gcne«Mity m supplying 
me with copirt nf htt valuiWc plmtugrapht of 4tt uid nwicfia] 
cultutc. Many of tbew wtw tskcri dufitig i1k ctiiir« of Reid wirtk 
fpoiuorcd by tl«: Auuraliiin Insmutcof Abongmal Siiidiea. 
tlwir iMlJoice and liiKTsmiiunoit iO typing the soipf, I im 
indebted to LoU White and LeJcy HnwitiJ. 

To Dr Glyn Daniel who fins mvitd me to write iliu buok. 
and to (be publnhcti. I im g^aiefiil for sbeti toJaance and advice 
ditrtng an unduly extended penod. 


When ibe prwih of ihh book wnc e«m«d. impmtwt addUioml 
inftMTnaiinn had become arailable. FilTriwi tadwcjilwn dating uf 
Koonald* caw umpin ewblithn dm die only oeriipatmn daw it ef 
ibe order of ai^ocp ymn sod imjt yriOOo in moiDoned m rise iwti 
(pp, (51, i7.iV On die caff Coan, «eti|»iKm ai BuntU Lake dielKi 
(p, Ifiom amimd lOvdOO fomajp]. R. A. Cntlld’t see IjP' 11*1 
iiiaiituijjepj. WitbuiTon Rai^ei, Wetttm AsiittaUiU prtiduised «« 
otdcu known tnKtnIidiie blade indiitttyi dated f jJ?) oi 674* 

B.l', ( 4 TSQ anh 

As Laura thdiet. Cape Vork* the Iriwer Icveh < jtkvtcoo yean) enit' 
latntd ground Aiket, ihfrcby extruding the early taupe of ptouined 
edgc'grouiid axe duiiibution beyond Arnhem Land (pp, t SO, 
Lthnoatthaeolopical tctcaich in Kew Cuinca luat toggened a fsniEtinn 
fnt to^calied fabiiciiort to J. F, White f.pp. 90 ( M t)- nbtenwd iha 
imill ttonci bacteivd to teminr Bakes dn'doped the clisracwime 
hnuKd miigiin, ahhoitph they ate cUtiifublE si eoret. In the Itglii ‘d 
I. C- Onvet'i ficldwotk (p. tid'f. comiatwin bcfweeti Auitnlun 
and Timrttne nunc tiiduimn ippesr untenable. In Rnirrii ij ^ 
AttitteilM WiiniHfl, ej ( tsfiS). N, B. Tiniiale pmenft ceidenee asi 
pithiitnnc cnltum and cniiciwi ilK antlwr'i itiierpmaiiaR. 
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CUAFTEH I 


Protohistory 


WJuj tbiTfic ti tn dm Smiih^Liiidt wbflJtet jbaw ot undfr d^eirtli, ctMitiiiua unlmawn^ 
iincc die mm li4vc dodc Qdthir(|^ b<)'ciifid uiltiig jlriftg the cuiu; lie iwhu fiMikei ii hh 
Iiuiuic 3 i m Eind uid wlui the htvi pfcadueEi, mtiu wi\k it, which ilictc diiccivcrm 
ptnedd (o IiAve bocii mii of dwsr jxiwcf.. -. 

AKTIlOny VAK DitMi Pi^ Occraba 1(544, 
C fifrttiir nMf^ m the redibt of Abef Tiiaitufi^i iccond vof>i§c lo Ntuthrm AuKialii 


A 5 THi;. * I Kv ESTI ci A 1 OK * workfd w fht Miiirli'wca iiriHind 
jti. Cjtpc Wilbctforcf m squjfty^ moitiood cmidiflorLi* fnqucni; 
uckii^ wjti hKid^ty. Aftfr 10j Juy% of cojjiitng the Gulf of 
Carpciujiriii^ MiiriKcu* Fltmlcr% li>id coiidudcd ht« mniculoui 
chining isfitf w;iren^ nit 17 FetitUiit]r 1 A few houo Utef, lix 
nng^ty vessels hove in tig})^ sheltered within « msk bciwom 
libndc off the Amhem Liiid cndiip FUnden viJitimo-ned iD 
lundi to ^ctinn ftuiojii, fci djipby iJicit puny inn^mcm; 

FliJidcft JtnncipAied piracy, but the rciirh wa$ mm myiKlaftc; 
the only cxdtangei. were pleiisaiirrra jitd j Bhrnb Hjg. llicic 
wtioden print, Li&ually of ffitfn ro tn i$ inm* equipped with 
nbliiii}^ hbre maiinig ^niU, lijmbuu daired tupccurtjctitrei ind 
iwo steering cuts^ h^id lai led out of the loiitbcin Cclebct harbour n( 
Macaisat. two minidis ptcviouily* Their purp^ wai 10 cotieci 
arid priKCu twhe^e^mer (ica^ucumbct, cm nepang}^ Flutdeti 
leainrd from ihe vnierabtc Bugk iquadmn corn- 

minder, tbit 60 pnijs jnd over 1000 men w.^ winking nti the 
Ainhcm Land coasi ibn «aion. Flmden named iti nland ill 
Pobd«iK>\ hnnour, and the pbee d'their meeting, MaUy Rtwd 

This wat 4 tymbnitc mometit m Auaralun prncuhtstoiy* when 
Asuii and Hurnpdn fim mn in fCTrnorjjJ waters Although foe 
ceinunc\ Lumpcait and A nan iiiiiattb Iiad been piccntul 
arbiten to the fare of Aui*ratiJ% prehettafir populaiinn, pnitr™ 
interventintt wai ddtried until the age of the Indiiiirtit Rcviv 
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Tht Prtlitstist} nj Austraha 

tuiicifl. SeaUrcrt, botfi accuitnfal amt iiiienOurwt, had ^Ittitcd die 
wciiiCtu and tjotthem nurgim and loniC had ficf|>cd iihciirc; 
btH Auuratia ptettnted an wi 4 ittac«w vioa lo dicve Acettrig 
vdiion whaiever iheti WjJntti', tiau uf creed, tivni rhf Mtciuan 
rtepangm skudded hniric annually; ihey left behind Miem no 
pcrmanciM cnlonin. fnm m facnitia in rhn alien tind whidt (hey 
knru- Ji Maregc ta dmvjtion Wm t’amaiege—n rrepang fhlwr 
—iTthougJi Id eniinouiiun m mme iEuiopean Minctr tr bciicr 
rmdered 'land oTilie wild mm'). 

In the di tonic le uT pnitiihisronc cnmacir with tlic Abntigines 
If IV mtercving tn rertcct that Hindm teprcKiiicd * new phcifiv 
tncnt>n in mmhem warerj. Unlike caTlicr vo^Jgm dnvm on by 
tjjc wcitctly gjle» in d'c roanng r<tRi«, or sailing our of Alia, he 
cm lurked from an Auitnlion lu« and btuc the Bnluh Flag north 
and wen ftom Sydney, Netrhet was lie repelled by what lie 
obiovcd nf man and natnre m tropical Austalia, ai had uv nuny 
sailon before him. Perhaps hi> atniudc n to be explained by hit 
jcdimait2attoi] on the kinder canctn Miboard and by rhe tact 
ihor he was not i mcrdiarn vemuict seeking profitable returns. 
But Flmdcri wot alto a pnxluii of that tinellcctual clnnate of 
opmian, the Age oritcaion, when men deietilml aini cvaljuted 
ihe namrat world in meme objective terms. Unlike many id their 
ptedeettson, I hey were etinccmcd to provide raerual accounts of 
peoples and places. Oficn a imgc of unctntcal lomanuciim led 
ihem (bui n« flinders) to populate tlw new lands wnl* ini' 
ptnbably noble tavaget, but experience iiiually taught ihem ihoi 
aD men had want and that tume were less noble than orhen. The 
significant point, liowcvcr, « that rba generalmn of cxplotcn 
uw native populotiotit is mm, and tbit sprue infuses rheir work. 

Fhndat' landscape artist, the taletued Wdliim Weuall, is an 
interesting example ed'rbcic intellectual mfliuncci. His ddincaunn 
of the Macassaii prauv in Malay Koad was accutaie, while liis 
economical ponraie of Pcihatioo tiidowed its subject wnh pcrsoit'’ 
altty. Indeed, ihiough Westall't eyes and Hindcn' pen. Pobavsoo 
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cmirrgcii as tbt fint mdividu^l Atun m Aitscr 3 li. 3 n prchiumy; 
Laicti wiih Wcitalt m 4 I Tnrllawei mcM>ij^ iiicl wiih the wisiaricc 
nf (he Eji{;Jiih engr^vei who rendered Iii^ uil piintuig Auiioblcrur 
contempi^rdif uue, liii vUipn (nm PnlMitm libnd ehinged 
subtly. Tlif bndscjpciivibajii umUt^rbictJtciimgiky.the p»uv 
merge mto the sea, and ^ iTttuef«)ne ‘i^vage* certitemitlam a 
enmanite "wurh smmg. 

Thn coiirronracmn d" burupc atid Aua m ]SO| hemldcd the 
ittimiticnt tci'cm] orthe tide uT tulruraf d[iffuiioii« which thniciglv 
out Animliari ptchiirnry had tun fmiii Atia tu A umalu ihniugli 
hland S 04 ith^^» Dutiug hntpric iht loccm of 
ihii rtnTicnratinn at ciiEruraJ tcanfmt»ion^ now directed dam 
snmhcm Ap^rralbn became evident iri Arnhem E^nd 
tucccs^ive bittern pci wnc made m colonize it. On a reccni viiii lo a 
former ifepai^ing area^ I fuiiod Uut ttini^or radios wetestinciard 
'oui>^back* Alxuigmal pmiminiii, while a group of cluldten on a 
Miuinn wfilcmetu wr« otmt fjffiiliat with Patih tiK Beatte 
pcriormer, ihatt with tlic icacliini;» of Si PauL 

Schoolchildren arc (aught tlut the first difcovcfcn of AiittraJra 
were Eumpeani. They know rhar ibe Spaniard Lun Vad dc 
Ttirm almost won ifiii horiout in r6o6, by sailn^ thimigtr the 
S4uit wEitch bean his name; bui he hugged tlic New CuirFCa 
eoaiL By a coincidcnct Aiitirjljan tJtriicf were diarted cailict 
lit ihc tame yen, by a Holtandet^ WilUm jam* who rtadud 
wTsteni Cape York Pcnmiub- Hnurver, it ti pfobaWc that the 
children m mifinlormcd coneaning tbeic piioritiOg although 
It It impoSiibk CO clutch ttte aigumtnt by cinng estlicf ravigaton 
wihuc ctcords ne of campnabEc (fuahiy 10 iJtose teuifyiiig to die 
Beetuig Janz epiiode. 

Some hinorbtu diimin thu matter tiT ptwiitci it idk spreu^ 
latintt; the shape of the finr iandib or Ihm^iui on AuKntun 
shoTCi n nut their evtmrcrru To Andrew Stuep, writing a book ott 
Tlir Dtf^ffry A Atun evtdertec Idr contact wat irrtle*' 
vant m hii theme- 'char knowledge nude no impact on the world 
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Thr Prtkisiary ej Arntraiia 

if bigcfn on ihchjwcrry of Atinralui’. Tfic nuth », J»(iwirv«, ihit 
vKiti to jncbisionc AuhtjIij did Jpvc tcpetcutiiotii for rbe 
Aboftginn living thcit, and tomctimo ihi* alien influence wai 
piofomid. This fitti chapter otaimnciihn iiim(jiimg ptobkon, m 
utder 111 dcmoiirttsic ihiu it h a field of teal and approptiatc 
afchacoto^cal isivnti|^tioi]. 

EtiFopocenmc hmonaiis fd exploration have been inclined M> 
jsautne ihai ihose lands unknwti in Europeans existed m some 
limbo of unclujtd and tiaoc was, awimng rcdcmpii»n by some 
imaginative navigator. Asa cotnllary and by dcfiiution, any island 
wat remote and isobicti Eiiiopean pfcbisioiiaiu were aimed w 
the fallacy of (he 'landlubber' mentality tome yran ago. when 
Tom Lethbridge pohliihcd hii pTovocattvc essay and fli’ai' 
jnfjj. He observed tljit AiJmtie seas positively laciljuicd niifjatttm 
and culiiiic contaei. wlitle land imposed vital baiiicrs. Ihis 
pofound truth lias cxdting meaning in tlie l^olyiicsian wijrld, a* 
Andrew Sharp's equally tendcniioo* uudy td Aaiimi 
Ml Thr Vitifit demoTTuraicd. 

Aiisruiun prebistoty cannot be iindemnod witlwiut an 
appncutinr of the wune facton. At every phaK id tif prehiwory 
Australian iialatioit fin in Ami wit more apparent than icil 
Contrary to the opinion of cathci wriiets. Aiimalia was nut a 
remote, wa^gitr. cubdr'sac; indeed the physical bamen urdiv 
fi( I tance and Jiidiiy within the cowinem were possibly more lignifi' 

cam facion conducive to culiuial ijnlation. 

-naciS'WiNii bluTtlicTii Aumalia firmly srraddler the monsuonal ^It. which 
rfAviOATiorr for fcs’cra) monthi brinp ttie moitiurc'iaden winds ol the nortli^ 
west montonn fiom Island South^basi Alia, Even today, lost or 
diiabled Induiintan fiilung craft are blown ashore in ArnlKm 
Land, while reitiijic bcitlics are tirewii with ciscoimt hutlcs. 
uwii lengths of bamboo and ixlicr mtitBivc flnium. George 
Windsor ilarl, a viuior to the islands cast of Timor and only too 
miles from Australia, observed of their scalartng inlwhitants 
afoiind ta4o, that nearly every village moonud the Joss of 
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blown to thr loutli^it. Wmtng i^oo, Miiiud Godinhu 

Dt Brrdu, recorded levcrx! fX4mplE?5 of l*ciitugtitie and mtivt 
craft and onr ChirLcsc jtink^ blown ftv ibe loiiih of vanmd 
Indourfian iiUndi by rlie moii^puruil winds. 

Bccauilc d fbc <xiti«:anqf of ihcse w^mds. rhe fiepang Hm nm 
of Macassar made its jntimcy oTovci noo mitnfo an Aidinn 
Land landJall widnmen lo Kftem days, Uidudiog a final tuttcb 
csTabdoi fiitir daj'ii wirhnut sighr of land. Indeed* die pft>blcm was 
in cnnrml mft itasxliuig at pahapi five kri«s at dw end of in 
si>yagc* to that rhe pTevaiJing wind dsd nm blow a aground. It ti 
recorded cha« four pram were wrecked on Melville hlacid in 
tliit fiLthion during 1^47, while in 1^90* fhitt of ihe Fleet of 
diirtom praui were low. Befote die munsodoal season codedt the 
surviving craft iprcad out in ujuadmiit and combed the vtulfpw 
kifbciurt of Amiitm Land and (he Gulf of Carpentaria, olim 
reaching the Sir Edward Pellcw Group, c?vct too mites dttiam 
to (he muih^casi. 4 

The Kmibeticy coau of ttorrh^western Australia *nd Cape 
York Pcnnwiitb wot odia pcucnttal Nireit where culture contact 
was facilitated by the rmriisoom. Large uf trcpangiiig ptaus 
were observed off tlw Kimberley emu durnvg (be iimnteiKh 
ccnrtiry. At rhai rime, a Urge Bugn ("Macas$an") popiilaiion lived 
on Sumbawa bbiidt and (hey wereastoctated with the Australtan 
(nrpang induitry. h ti proba^bk* bui tinprovcn* rhai they viilcd 
wi(b (Ik monfoon di^ from ihe Siimba regton, an ocean 
ctobting cd pethaps joo milci- l! ti pick turpniing tiut the wesi 
coast iiidnsiry was cuiiiidcred 10 be mote ha^chMis titan work m 
non hem coatral waten, but tlie mpciior quality of (he o(ch pnv 
vidcd an incentive for (hr joumey. U i% poniblerhaf arehaenlfigical 
field work may reveal contrasttilg macenal rclici on Kimberley 
and Amhem Lutd uqaangmg sitct, reflecting such diflc(COi 
potnrt of departure for the ptaus- A felci projecf n in hand on 
eVKimee for *Mieafian^ ctimacf with ihe Kimberiey cmiL by 
L M. Crawfords of the Wesrem Auitralian Muietim. 
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Thf PrrSusr^ry of Amiraik 

(r (nltijwt fhji, ff die mpn^oon fialitaicd iht oMtivjicI 
die mum to filaiid Soiiih^Ejiti Ada wat rqu2% fcmbtc when 
rhe vtinh^tf trade wmdr bJew jlm hit May* Tlie knnwlcdgc of 
ihj5 faa one n( the tantalrziog cleioent^ in Eredia't utc iif 
Chiaymaftuurot a rulet cif ^uih^is^ern Java m itoO^ who 
voyaged 500 mikfc soinh \avid cis(i) of Java for twelve daysn 
The fact that hi? vidied a Tabutnui laud b ittcic^ajii bcie, Whju 
H 11 that Vhen the ujuiberly rntmujon \Mnd% lei hh 

ht ^aned back (br hii own muntry'f and amved there ufriy 
in Idol* 

Whethd die AuMtahati route was a uiiique* accidental di^ 
cuvet) (a$ Piihawo jiifnrmcd FUjidlcrt), or w^hether ii happcnciJ 
art many octaiioni Irnm various ivlandi (aa leemt pmbabkjr 
the cireumiiatieei necniiiJic that the roatt wa& frequented by 
01 any ahen \i)iiion. Tbeic inirigtimg aretiaeological ptotpecis in 
uxTpical Au-ttralij uffa an inicit^Ktig parallel with Roman 
TmpeiuJ hiuory, Ronian captauii (rtuied the rnonwint to %pttd 
them difcci acto^ the Indian Ocean to litdii and back us Egypt- 
li also raivit a new pcnpcctive tar Auvmbao proiohiiitofy* by 
changing the emphatn fiom ihc eoiiventiunaf probloti pondered 
by earlier hiitonani* who asked how^ and why Australia was 
'diicov^cd' m tlie seventeemh ccnrtiry* to an assiimfUioii that 
evidence of earlier dturovcrict will be fonheortiing. 
tftij Aijsrialia^ ftra expoti indunry wai haseid upntt the knowledge 

TtrpAhx^ nf rhe monioons; ibe commodity was ibt tnep og (bfcbf-'de^mer)* 
riTDiriTev a member of iht Class and the animal phyloin 

iiikiih^Jrrmafa. Soup inidt from die dried body vvall of ctriaut 
spceics was in demand in China both fm its culinary and its 
alleged aphrodidie pnipenteiH At Camcm a century ago, thiny 
vatititci were traded and the Australian prodiict was sold as 
average quality'. Controlled by Chinese metchanii chiefly 
Ttiidenr in Macassar, it was a imjcir industry litiin liornco to (Jtc 
Am Itlaiids and AunraliaH Around iS^otrepaitg was uid to be 
ihc Urgru Indoncuan export to Chim, 
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Explnrcn Plindot ^nd P. P. King )uvnti;giicd the Aoitnlun 
mdtiRTy in ictTit£iii4} wMm iimi in Timof, jiHi concluded ihji » 
iingte pran fnight contain too.QOQ dried mcpaitg^ wnghuig aboin 
five rfipi. On rbis cvtiitiacc^ therefore^ iht misery pniuf ccnslnuring 
iKc i&0| Flea cjiughr and processed w tnUlion animali- 
Cuwfurd, u^'hci was Sii Siainfnrd oiuMoni in Jai^a 

between rtoS arid 1S17* climated a {nau'i cargo at only rhn* 
tom* but obsaved liui Mte fidiery oTilte rrepang k m Cbtru whai 
that of the tordme^ mnny* and inchtTvy 1$ to Entopc', 

The indusTTial proctu within M ihaFlow bay might occupy 
from a lew days lo thw werkj. The trrpang was dtltcr ccpilected 
by boad* tpeared of nawlrd. Small dug^tir amoes« termed 
'1ep.^]tpj^ wttc carried on chc praut fot ihii ptirpou^ (^^ng 
oh loved nineteen canod supplying fonr ptaiii.) Tlie Ab^ 

OTiginal 'hppa^ippa* canoe ti a direct imirattan. Ptaui were 
grounded on sandy tieacheSr on encampment was made ashore 
and none lircplaco wetr consfructed adjacent to mangroves* 
wiKWe wood was iised rm bailingrhe aninuh large tmn omldioni 
were carried for she bolting procett* After a prrUmtnary boil, the 
uepang wii guned and n^^cooked m a tan of mangrove bark 
which coloured and favoured the Resh. Snbsequenrty n wjtt 
dried and do^alcifiol by bum! in umi then imoked m prc/* 

Fabricated banilxKr and rattan ihedi iranifHincij htf rbr purpose 
Small wonder tliot Alfrod Russel Waibet dneribed therrepang 
l)€ saw processed in Afw as looking tike lair^gEt which have 
been rolled m tnud and then diiown up rhe chimney'. 

Tlie fidd archaeologist m Arnhem L-ind hat i icJawvdy «ac*imk 

Simple todi la h>ciie potemial hiicamn trepanging camps. contact 
T he teifuirtincnn are deep water and undy betclict m litiuitoitf srrts 

aFTording ptofecttqtt from the wtnd% and easy access m tttpplici 
of mangrove wood. Ddcnce was a fuitbci requirements rb«c 
sjnet are on smafi iiLindi or ptomdniunct, because tclauuni wrfh 
the Aboc^ms were dkn poor. Eumpeaii lociicet coma 111 
nummiin refettnccs (o maiMCTa of ptau crows and reuliarofy 


fTic 3 iwi:i by tlic Macaianji. The liiujtiian niufl Iiavc 
tegioruHf ;ind wirh iiinr* bccj^iiw chew umc source cotitiin 
evidence for jmicibtc ind muio^lly profirabfe cconcimic wkticni' 
ihip^ lliett afc alio jcferenw to Aborigines travdUtig as crew- 
mfli Oil the ptam and in iK?® (hm Vi-as ui Abongina! 
eoTtimunity manxintd in MacawaTi Same idea of ilie iiifoiuty ol 
Macasun rxploiiation wirh in a harbour and of the dUpoitiion 
of their camps, n provided in an AbongtfiaJ drawing of Melville 

PUft ij Bay, which is ropoguphially lecognmbk. 

Fonunuttly for itel^cologiUs die iicpangcrt biought with 
tJicm ihc anrtngent ffoir of TamerwiifiJ/ indirni which seeded 
proliRcally m placet Tamarind rtcci serve as botanical markers 
fot ihctr camps, because rhcir height and nch gfe«i foliage «3n^ 
lost wiih ilw flat seascape. Upon inspeaiorr, the area aroiand 
lamannd trees ii somciiifici covered wirh a scatter of poishcrds. 

bimU gUts and ueme hcaitht 

hx • The archaeology of ^Macasssn" contact with Amhem Land 

it under carrent inveshgaikm by O Cl Mackmgltti Atiuraliari 
National Lmivmny. His mon exieiisive excavation is on a small 
promontory in Anum Bay where ihc tiepanging ciccupaiion 
covemj sevcial hundred leitiaK yards, and the surface pftiduced 
hundreds of potihadk Tbcfe wot roorteen embayed stone 
ftniairres, cadi one apparenily iruertded to hold abenir five vars» 
bur II remains lo be dcrcrmined whether ihey were aJl in uve 
iiJitultantuuiJy. Ailiy deprmiom possibly mark rhe ntet of 
former inu^kc^houso, becauic thetr floors were hollowed uoi in 
order lo prpccci the inflammable walls fmm the imoke flres, while 
hollows dug bclnnc! the snmc liuci indicate where the cooked 
irepaiig was boned* preparatory to smoking. Many cxplofcri 
describe the restless activity wiihm an encampmeor^ and foirini^ 
atdy a Fimeh artist depicted die scene m Raffles Bay ti> i S|9. 

Pbma, a during ibe viiii of Dumont d^Ursnllc, Two burials excavated 
at Anuru Bay arcnon^AbortgirLaland are maieriiit subsiaiinaiion 
of the indti53iy-| high mortaluy rate referred to hi many TMnjtces- 
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The prramic evidence from tivpinging tit« it uiidd 
g^iinn boch by Mkcknight ^nd I* M* Crawftirdl. Tkamici 
sherdi m uDCommon ind pUrn fed waie n $0 ibo 

ii ijldst tqtiafc-fkccd bocrZeip includutg lome prunes wnh 
Duich iradc nuncL There at no evidence (a tuppe^ tome 
Aboriginil nadituim ihai poftcry wsi nunuricturtd in Atn^ 
mlia by the uep^ngen. Dunng dw nineteenth ccntiiryi the praui 
^ppAtmtly used tome poicciy manufiaatcd tn the Kai ttkcicU, 
weit of Am, bin the bulk of it ptohabty came from the Cdcbet 
UnfontiiutelYp there ii Ijnie ta dtffatitiiite the tindecneited 
e«remic%"Tnd much modem pottery thmoghout lilind South' 
East Asia n comparable tn fmrm and free. Moo pots were glnbulai, 
with rounded bafeti ddiough the iize rtm form 

iimitat^ and gcnetatlyp the Ikbnc was dim and tiagilcF Thin 
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mtinn irialy^is pt^vidc dm. Thrrt ii 4 fcmark-ibk 
luimogtntfuy in flic ccrantic evidence atnund hundreds til mil« nf 
coastline^ on flit sufiy of man Mitt iiivcwigLiitd by Micknight 
EAfteni porccUid (rigmcnts, mjny of fhem aHf^Cfive ptcc«i 
oecin csniummly i>si th^ %^tu Tliii consiwuKi an other impamnt 
pfnbtcm A wailing (ypnlogieal and dironnJi>gicaJ definrtiofi. The 
prcrccj\niitc to be objecfiw oudic% ol" mainland Amn 

pofcdaiit with cmphasJi on cormnnfi, cheaper waitt» ralhct 
than ijn an muKum pieccL 

One of llw purpttttt ut Micknighl^s reKuneh ti to date the 
aniiquiiy of Macavwn contact. Flinden was ftifonncd that n 
commenesd atound lyto, while mhet larly iwvemigatmt also 
adduced rcbtivdy rcccriT origins. Abiolutf chmnoltigy lesuliing 
from aidiaeologtcal aaivny may alter ihe pmpeciivc* althaiigb 
ptttcnt evidence coti&iiii it. Tl>c Dutch botilei idcniiBcd mi far 
are tiinetecnrh^ccntitty. Tht^ bronze coini of the Dutch hast 
India Company were (bund by Witsion author it itt at Elelto 
litand^ on a trepangmg w desetihed iti utc during i SSa, Two 
coim are dared 1790 aird the third n iSjS. A nngte radiocarbon 
mxmatinn for charcual froJti the Anuru Bay excavation provided 
a *modcm’ age, and recently in hii cKCavaiions on sittt on ulccs 
ad^cctit to Cronte Eybtidh Mackmgln recovered a com mailar 
to the Elcho spccimcni dated I7i0| and 4 ewoded specimen 
probably daied 1740, 

Social anthiopologisrs aniicipate grater artriqujty than thti» 
liaweva. foe racial contact between Macassdresc and Abongintt. 
U11 now realized ihat ill impact npoti Artihem Land «oacty was 
pTuftHiniL In additimi m itich maieful tottnihminni the 
dug^iut canuc and sail and mcist implcmcnw* which pre^hJbly 
ciubled a more tticcttdul ejcplouanoii ^if ihe cnvironmetTr, (be 
influence wac mooe pcrvadntg, Macasuieic words were adopted 
into ihe native viicabulary atid local place-names still ben wmstti 
k> thii ImgnjstK borrowntg, and 111 the ninctcentii century it 
ricniUed in a lingTia ftaoca arrnmd the coau. Socially^ die repet^ 
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ciisiu?m %3Tied fmin xht wcaimg of tltc ni’iw chaF4i.tefi£tic Arti^ 
liem Liiitl Viji Dyke beard w rhr adoptuin of tbe MakyiW 
nnokmg pipe, Artmicjlly* ihe on ewffo Anihcfn 

Land bark'pgnncmg mtKifi wax profooncl* and m the lamc arei 
i{ IS po^^jblc tim It resuhed in ihc inrrnduennn rf scdpiinc in the 
round. 

More cumpIcK rhan rheie fseton die cminonul and iacia,i 

myihnlogical tcpmuuiom of Macjssari coniici* wh^b anthitv jujirmw* 
palogistv hM dnectned as viul tn AmJiem Land AbotigitiiiJ 
riinal and beJjcC "rhere n an mingumg episode tebred by Donald 
niuii\^£in. During the t^jos he found ihar a ebn on the Glyiit 
Kivc! had adapifd at us iiwemtc sjinbol a squjrtdiced bo«lei 
ihfrtf gfMi Utfuitr bottles m ubiqnicnui on Macassan sues. 

Thnmsnii found rlvw a copy iif such i Iwtic had brai carved hotn 

sfrood, ai>d thai the pasmed design which cova^ it Ttprcwmcd a 

compIcK muj| accouju* linked dircaly wuli mpangmg- Thn, 

he inferred, was a rceogiiuion oT die eco nomic and wjciat vatuc of 

gbu (and in eniiitntsi). Ju relevatiiT here n iliat a fiircig^i objea 

\ud been iiicorpeiTJted into Abodgtnal injrtbolugy and uxul 

organntaiinn. But thetc ate many funher cstamplei drawn from 

ecrcmnnyl long qfd« and oiuati which prove the mrc^jitnn of 

the I wo trutruices, despite iheir evident aniagoiiiiiri!i during cvery^ 

day uansactjoiiv ft is tbCTcfofc a matter of consderjblc rheorcncii! IHut ii 

tntetffif lo aseenain rhe diiraiiflU ofthis itcpangnig cmiiaci peritNl, 

in i«dcr to evaluate the rate ai whicJi nati^maietial traits wcie 

assmnbted into a eutlnite mditjematty tenned *cnniim'auve. 

One pisssibic consequence of Aborigiiiai kistilny was rbat iht 
trepanging conuen were fleciing, albeii regular. The immadjc 
mduiiriaf lUganizarmn of i\vc ifcpaiigm pn?^eed few pennanenf 
uTitcturci cjccept fm d'ie itonewotk jnntnd that boilm and welli 
sunk tor warct. They bniught wnh iltem their ntepanging gear 
and canoes, rngether with cautclronv* pTriabritaied huts, rackii 
rooHng and inkskc^houses. Ii ts ugtuficant rhai rhcir frfu anempf at 
coluniajcioti wii a eoiiicquaice of Bntiili jcttvity iti ihc ara. 


Thr Prthtsmy aj Ausimli<x 

Hir aWivc Briiiih KttlcmcniiT KafilnBay in jaiTwavfnliowwJ 
vrtthiii ihfdc yean by tHt anivjl ofMacassan fimilja: but finding 
the wtiieiiwiit atundoncd jlftady, riiny leniincd bame, tn 
a few ntmiiln after the foundaritjh ai I'ott Bungtnti. tlie pram 
arrived there in aitngib, In dw words oTJ. L. Snitet, captain of 
H.M.S, Bfijitf. 'ihcii owncre soliatcd pctmiiuon to ««i thcii 
csublishmenre foe cuttng tfcpang under dw ptntection of the 
Brtiidi flag. Tim bong granted ... a tittle iubstdiary sotlcmcni 
loon sprang up. Being now fot the lirsi lune ttcutc trom the 
attacks of ihcnaiivo... they otpeered tn punor tliof occupanon 
wnh far greater advantage to tbcrmelsfei. 

Titt Indune^tan trepangen ticntier penenated the mangrove 
fringe not attempted permanent settlement in AuHtalia before 
the European sKcupation, It is itsietestirig to reflect that the 
crtcluuvdy white colonial nninpiw in rhe Northern Tetntciry is 
perhaps due tn the aetivitm of ns Aboriginal inhabitants- 
aicKish Given the poteniidines for Australian dtse«v«y, which 

coivtACTSi people mher than hiuuncally documented Macassatw dis» 
nnbarked on its oust} The best claims fnt noti'Europeans can be 
legtstctcd foe the Chinese. Indeed, a acalmis Clitncse scboUi 
has claimed that Confucius cited calcuUitotu in hit Spriax 
Autvwt Annalt, based upon astronomical cibtervatioits made 
Jming jpi lie and iij nc by Chinese savann in Australia. He 
adds that sporadic coniaci was tiuisiiajiied during the following 
iwo thmiMtid years. His views must be diunitwd as iaticiful 
teconutuctnin of vaguely phrased tecordi or ptpjectwns I'ack*- 
ward of aitiottomical data- There is somcwliai more baiis for bii 
assettiH>ii that Chtneie landed ar Darwm m alibntigU 

the cvidctiee « slight and ttic dating ovei-'precise. Two feveU of 
inference are invnlved in thn problem) both of them miriguing, 
though tenuous inviiatiom tn fuiure aichacolngicat research. 

In ihe first place, there ate the wen famous voyages of eunuch 
Ch*eng Ho. Brsween 1405 and 143} his huge flw orjimki made 
tile Ming E>yna«y known ihiou^tuur Western Indonesia and 
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even 111 diH^ni bi« Afne^. UnH< cif h« Heci «plored Timcw«e 
WiUro, fw tiun 400 mii« &nni Au^alu. It iii 3 t be otiduly 
fantiifiil m tuggesi itui Cb'eng ^rdetd €xpkr 4 titm beyond 
Tiniot, iw ihar hi^ piohing jujikt ware blown off courw jud 
beached m Australia, b rs alio Fclevani ihoi Chbiese .mrled rn 
Javanese leaporrt during (be fourfccndi cenfur^g wbi!c (he itandi 
uf taiidalwo^ (ri Ttmoi's fbje^s weit known (o ihcm ar low a 
century bdiirc Circfig Ho ditectrd his junks ihete. Wriiing m 
t<^il an earlier episode* Eredis reported ilui a Cbuicw jimk 
from Macao, laden widi Ttmorw ujtdalwondt wai blown 
soudi of Timor* If reached a safe haven nn an unknown iiland* 
which Eredta believed rc^mbted Timcwp it was iwr Auwtalta* 
but there may fiave been crfbcf inciclcna when junkt wm bulfeed 
by ihc wmek to these iltot^ 

Scetningty more langibJr, bttt equally lenucut, iir two stray 
maienal finds from nortbrnt Amiialia. A Chinm uaniettc div 
c*>vacd 51 Darwin and a ptirccbin jXrtsbetd fmm rhe Oulf id 
Carpentaria have been oictibutod 10 Ming craltuftm. Darwm was 
(CD years old m (871^1 wIkh workmen under (be direction cif a 
govemmerti lurveyor cleared bnd wtrhua j few hundred yards 
of the iniful KtdetntnL They iteovaed a unall %utinc of a scored 
uder^ 'fimtly wedged in bawceit the fwns* of a large banyan 
tm. ]( wai four Icci below ground tutfsce and was caked with 
earth. Tlte dttenvery was unrecorded until i? 97 , but rr wat not 
identified as Chmese until isiiS. Tlic only historical drtcuKion 
of the eibjea was delayed umif 1051* when Ch P- T-itogerald 
examined ir. 

It is an undoubted trpresentaftan of the Tamtr irnmotiil* 
Show Lao* the God of Loiigevity. lirtfmturutcly ihe image 
is lo ubjqunoiil dial despite earlier opiniotu ro the contrary* 
Ftragcmld beheves rhar precne leyhstic daring h impossible. He 
fitvoun the age of Ch^eng Ho 4$ (fw likelieu LKCaston for ici 
depotirion. From this geticta! suggesumip rlw Chinne auihot 
menrioncd above dmvci specific data, ir was, he staiei, a «ctU 
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Tite i*rtttisiory aj A itmafia 

ficiil offatng made in (4)^ Ch'ciig Hti in pert^n. unde* die 
misuicti bclid'lhjit be had Kichcd tht Sourii Pole, if «iin)f >n«« 
Ik DjrwMi’i only luik wall polar cxploTatioo* 

A pcMltivt vcrdici on thui evidence rt impoKihtc, The ♦indcl 
made no attempt to «iiv*iima!«e m pfoh* hw diwovery. 
which icntjincd uindentified, w» lx evidently «.’« tm hwKCt. 
ti IS dittutbing TO read that the Ubourers wln) fou nd it were them' 
selves ChiTirte. iltliotigh Fitaj-nalJ disrouiitt the poHibiliiy nf 
coolies owning siirh J fine pi«C. However, like «heT wmmcti' 
tiioti, hr «ato dial the iculpiurc a fcndcred in jade, a material 
(«, vaiiuhlc to be nwiid by a coolie. Expert eximmation hai 
established subwquetUly thiit ji was carved from wapaonc. This 
.jttributiun debases rhe value <4 rhe object, tliereby undctiitmtrig 
Firtgfndd’i aigiimetrt and raising the qaestitm of (is ownership; 
it also poses the problem oi‘ its aniitiuny. Soapstone belniip w 
thetdjtr gioup w c|uuc uift, li lidoutjriiil wlicthcf it eoiildi 

reseed m ibt ftiil dutniu ihur cniturio And ictijueti its durpiic^s 
uudinc. In jdiliiinii, inspcclipn ttvcals fl iS 4 tatbet utidiwin^ 
guillicd prodiKtipn. 

Time me i^thcr pivtsibilmct As Chinese were prcstni in iw 
Darwin mcliritimi, pctlupn it found tis wjy bniciih the banpn 
during ilw prcvnuii decade* AlicmAtiv^y, pcihips ix itriv<d 
on A MAciisjn pfAW, b«juv rh« nepAiiging mdiittiy was con' 
itullcd by Chincic metchants tn CeUbci. Cnuniti it' dns 
uiggcuion 11 ihc ncgjtivt detail ihat no Chinese ate rtccitded. as 
pArtieipairttg m [ftpaiigiiig caepeJitiDiu and there n no poiitivc 
evidence ffw frcp4tigin(; iit Pott DpO wnt 

Tlic Chinac pnrceliim sherd lacks atAngraphtt credimtiaw. 
It wai found in T94II tying on dii opirfi beach on WincItelMA 
hlificL nort I lowest of Gnme Eylandt, wiihoui atij Itaw of 
assocuied liuinan «rctipj«ion. Tire sherd was tckmificd ai typital 
Mmg Itlue^arKhwiiire ware. dauti|; *he late lilrcenth ot 
citly iiKtentih cciimry^ ilictcfine poU'iLiiini; Cti*cnp Ho i 
voyages. Keecm archacnUiftital moTtb tn AmbLni Luid tus 
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dnnntinNtcd tha( Cliiiioc ami mh«Jt m^itilartd Aimn cmrnici 
follcvwrd an iridiiwr to P(]ftc?rf 3 ni and 

ware trt sciiithem Asian nngtn ijccut on Macasvini iTcpan[(ing 
UU%i and ii mnvt tuvc Inrnicd pait oT tbcit fquipmene; iiunrs|!; the 
liu retiTury ihey iii^tKiucd Wuichcfsea hbnd. While the 
jttriquiiy of Macawn enmart Mrirh Aunrjlii ji uiidttcimined« 
I* may njM extend back tn Ming nmc%, aklintigh the Chinese were 
nadnig wnh Macasur jit ihai period. HowcvtXj tcccnf experience 
on ific [tcpaiiging sues pronipti question wig of the validity cd the 
slicrd's Ming date for ulirmafiwly* jwhap tlir pm remained m 
ute over a Umg iKniH!)^ Whai Appeal to be rompfaWc pofcekut 
fragmenrs have been enlleaed in contexts i^hieh mtiii be ninte 
repent than Ming, icrnie nirnfiecnth'CCfiunyi buitlwr 
merit muw awut the detailed anaJyws ol fhew lintti* li is evideni, 
Ikjwevct, that niainland Asian ceramics reached ntwihcjn Aus^ 
tiaha m quanrity^ etihcr irtcjiienciUy tluough Macassan iiiter# 
mediaiies« n* direeily thrnugli iiadr w^irh nmafcrniKtninry 
Oritish coliniul miipostis Afttt die foitndatinn nf Daiwifi* ft 
was mWodiiccd through tlsc migratinn of Oimwtf* Tlie task ot 
tihtng this evidence lias barelif commenced. 

When die Pnflugucse lirivcd in Island Siiuth^East Asia^ 
ihcy w'Cft mH the firti ftierehanrt iw mnwonjitjcs to have voyaged 
from tile wtWi Moslem advenrtireii had rstablithcd themtelm 
in Malaytia and Swmarra: during dieroiwieenth mnnry and spmd 
rapidly caw ward, Ponugwese chminclcr Tome Pira^ wnimg 
arenmd 1515* iioicd lhat “Mmitish mcrdianrs* pxeceded the 
Porfljgiicic It the f'fospcrous ipicc enipnifiLim til Banda, 5OO 
miles iinfih of Aimmlia* by thirty years, and that IsLitn bad come 
In the Moluccas earlier wtlL Pircs acknowledged that he depended 
npcm fjihen. fni many details of these ciitem tcast *\ has'C kamt 
framtlK Miwrs* Ifom ibtif diam, whieb 1 luivcsEcn many timei. 
VlTieii the Spaiiiili luvjgafcrr Tnrtes failed (hcfc same wjtcn fninti 
the Pacific in n&ixi* iie noted due the Moilcm sraiarcrs mil plied 
tlicit trade in die supnrts. 
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T?ff Pti^hiitJTy Auiiralm 

Auuralta waj dcftctciic m rSe '^psccs, goldL and brrd plumj^e 
wliich made the Indift afttictjvc to A rab mcichjtits. It dermed 
Dutch for ihc umc rcisuu*, aj the rueful commcnfit nf 

fcvcntceiitK^tntuty Dutch skippai wiiify. Yet ihtt Dusch 
knowledge nrtutred partly from di:lil:iCt' 4 Ecly mtiunied 

tor ihc specific piiTposc uf ififpcctiog AuttraJta^ commerriat 
potttntal. A^ the Arabs were capable iiavigaEoni and as they 
vtuted iiLmds as cti^sc to Australia aa Atu+ unly joo mde*iwayp 
n would beitjrpriirng ircurtodity, greed, m the wlimis ot j moii^ 
tiKtn did HiH bnttg them to Aumalia diiHstg the crniuij and i 
half before the Dutch probed in cnatt. A futthtar ine«ttive may 
liavc been a desire to find fxcdi markets m (he face ol metcanng 
hutapcaii eumpeitUon. Utiforliiiiatclyi despite these anraenve 
conjectuies, there w iw Awittalmi evidence which tan be 
adduced in ibar tuppnn. 

The mnn ftequetu alien visituii to Auuiialia muiu Isave been 
islanders frwn tlie arc of the Lesser Sun da grou p. Mmdv«iiitre 
mW btiugi KOtnefi lo Ausrratian bcacrhct» and hmrs of this 
sttiutrcm ate conrimed in uiiietecnrit.'CCtitury sources. The mim 
caiiulmng record dates lioni i 6 J when Emanuei Godinho dc 
HtCfJu composed hh gtngtapb^ dncriptioit of the region- 
Lrcdu mentiofii varKius inrtdctvti w'hen veiwrli sailed oui m i«a, 
southwards from blortf, Timur, Solor, Ht^ci and cpthcr isbndi^p 
Many of thcnn reached fabulom bndt abtsiindiiig wiih gold 
wfikh would do credit to Sinbad, Bur eommciiianyi Iwve 
observed ihat time, dittaricc or direction travelled could othctwiic 
accord wiili a iinnh^ivcsi Auuralun locaiion Titi the bod of Luca 
Antara; and believers may dtwrti (be Kimberley coasi bbciltd 
as b Grande' on ilw sixrcwub'ccjuwry Dieppe maps^ Tbn 
vexatious piubirm Itas been expounded clearfy by Andrew 
till Sharp, who |udga against the bnct bang Auttnlia- 

rmiMos'v Thit cvidenct was langible cnougbi fiowcvet, ti> hredia* w'bo 
or was offictally unainncd to explore sourb uf Flow and Timcir 

xAcntA around t6oo« m order in visu Luca Amara* Foriitm Etedia 
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jppjrtntJy f^fj^Fr^cd itur fhc ontbrr^k vf ^ kicjtl wjs, which 
ptevcttird liim (mm uiting, chtiird him Dt'fjmc. Cmici mighr 
dikinti;i tl^ by ttcJting tt gm«ip ctill^cicii fmm quaytidc 
CjvmLi, biji trcdi^ is a pqTsusisivc wnm. Ht wis pan^M^iiawn, 
and Ins txampJn iDt waywjid voyages ate Aiiait and nor Euro 
peon. Likn^^ifc, ha wimcn tecori of Asian oiigiri, He 
trlmed tibliqiicly m Javaiii^K rhmniclc^ and 'Lontjtm', 
prbap a rdemtcc in palm^Icaf manuscfijiu nnimally avs 4 >ciated 
wirh Macaisar. Swdi nctutcicf danned* tciti^kd to the extent di 
sneient commerce between fhc Indies and ihc ndi tomhem land. 
Indeed, he was iiupntttigty prcccte with Itis chronult»gy^ jfsparing 
witli \m documcnuiiiin. Accofduig to ^pocini, viilgai songi 
and conian \iid betti dine until 1169, but w4i$ 

had letminaicd vade and w wsi only renewed ihnnigh an iccv 
dental Visage from L.uca Antara to Java in 1600. 

bled la may have known precious recot cH Australian 
pfoiobsiary; it may be that the close analysis of Macassati patm^ 
leaf docijIncuts may yet ttcover further cbliH. llicte 11 luf&ient 
cucumuiniial evidence in Utt wtitingi 10 hiiu tlut the hiitoric 
Hugo ticpaiigcn pmsibly had ancicrii antcccdmis^ tfihey liaJ^ 
archactdogical evidence lot it tliould be fonhcnmmg in tropical 
iatiiudes. Ii is Tclcvanr to obKivc rfiai Ronald and Othenite 
Berndt^ aiuhropulogisu of Amliem Land, believe tlui ilicir 
iiitcrprctariorj of AbortgituI myibulogy tcquircs a prc^Mjcaiian 
aliett cmitaci pliasct which ihry term Iktjinb 
During ilir iixiecrvili mifufy, Pisnugueic merchants luvigaied 
lire spree Unes. HiUiMuns dwouttr iheit mie m Auttrdtaii 
diKovcry, partly because they assume mccniivci were lacking m 
draw rhem beyond ipicc and undalwood harbours. Bui Piie^ in 
tf (j and ticdn a emtury btet testify id ail cnibuiiJUK for t\^ 
iiav commcrciaF worlds and opurntun Im the ptntpem ovci tiw 
hariz^HL Tn bredia and bti cooteitipcirafics ilie lute nf souihetly 
gold beckoned, md miely nich ebibcitatc mnjuformatton wai 
i[»erntivc Enough. 
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lilt Prfhudty cf 

TJk AbonRiitrt were ^ I ml her induccrntfit fm l^ufi ugune 
cenctan wult Aumlu, ii Ic^^t m l^icf nmes* Cet'f^e Windsiif 
tirL one ir^pical AiisreA!ji*i moM cotonm^. 

vi^iiihi Timfif 4round 1^40^ hJdrtly Timorese rcttimiicd to htm 
tliji MeK^lIc hland \ud Hmi j mainr Tcsmiiir nf l^oitu^ 

guesc sUvr tTfldtri. I*. 1 *^ Kitlg reiroiiiilcd lh 4 i m j 4 Melviltc 
Ulaiidet ipolcc (wo MuniigucK words* oi wi he firterptcteJ iheir 
Tfinguc. Heft was cultutc eoiMact of a fuiidamcinal ch^factet, 
which may expUifi rhe uvjgc iti:atmetit mcieJ out Ln Melville 
Utaiiikn III ihipwTceked Micisuih Jikting hiitorit \m^ 

There iv a maicnil fooinoic to Pufiugucv: voyaging woih ot 
Timof^ Two hrAstjmiQTW, nnt of them uampd with wh;n hat 
been ebmicfl is a PntlugUtse lose, gnn mark simJ crrswii* were 
PU«i> discovered tm ail isWd in Napict Ufocime Bay, m ryiTi on 

Atimaha s Kimberley toMt anmher was tound m\ 4 near-by 
red'two yean btcf. Tire laitcr wiii. itiiliiniinaiely melted down 
foi 11^ brtiSfc blit (he oihm are prewrved M the Koyal Ainrralati 
Naval e^iabJishmciii 41 Garden Ubnd* Sydney. They Kate b«ti 
also tUuntd ai possibly carly^ixtecnlh^coiiiry pirctrSi made ar 
Sevtik, Spain- li h ilicreforc possibk thai ihis wreck prr^daicd 
Dutch ifitciveniirtn in th« wwten;, bur tysiematic invcMigaiion 
ot fhc antiqmiy ol ihoc caniKini 4t>d some oslwn dneumented 
finds of Arian swivel-»gi ms rs mcritcdi 
Wild ha 01 im f^oitiiRUJCte tpecularuni enitciTiinig golden 
sAVi'CAToiu lindi HI Auutalian lamudcs attracted ihcn erall to ihcsr Vi^ams 
the Dutch rafawn who imiehed ilierc were mote pragma tic. 
Beiween iriofi and 17^6 Dutch vevvds navigared owy eoasrime 
except the ws(cm reahoard, which wav presetved for ClafKaiu 
CtM>k, As anthropotisgivcs they were uiidisitngiiifhedi although 
Jan Carveiia: m 16^1 and J. l\ f^ecfcboom ill Ui^l collccrcd and 
described a variety d etbnograplne rmplcmeiiis. However* Abel 
Taimin failed (iv find more ihati the irmikc ol Aboriginal lirirs 
in Tasmania* while W, Dc VlatfiiUgli, who ipctir six weeks iti 
soiithi'wwern Auscralyn wairn m rWr-ijr^# only ojccreded in 




fighting Abotigutcf on iwr\ ocrj^mns during lixtrrn cxphtritnry 
tonicf into fhe hintcflirid. Licutcnsmt J. (.lonijl wat mmc fvtc^ 
cksTii) m conr^cung tuii vcE m ih? Gulf of Qirpniiara durmg 
1 7J6, whLii be pi icd I l^m wii li irrack and ingar ju older to k p 

two of iliem, 

biigiiih biKCJLiircr William Dampier, m ibe KimbetJey 
coos iti tdRS, II Ijmuuf for \\k inthropolDgical dtetum tlut fhe 
Aboagtrid wttt *tht miKtahlcit people in rhe wntld*. Bur Gjt- 
Hcni jnijcip;iicd him and voiced rh< opinfnn qf jiiou Dutch 
Captaini when lie judged the nilubitanti of wesicm Cape Yi^k 
^tbc! mmt wretched and pootetst ctcitcucf iliar T luve ever leen ui 
my age ci iirtK\ Detpite (hit lack nf Eumpcin iiirertu in pre- 
hiuortc Australia lit, and jlihcnigji thcBTConiaat pfovod wonhlni 
of even difafttouc tor the Du(ch« the Abor^mn fniiu have 
bencKitciL The exchange of liqucvTi gla» and mccal cihjccti and 
ihe ulvagt ittnn many ihipweecki cnodied flietr ectmomy. 
todecd, anthfopolqgiiu may luvc to teckjon with ihe pniiibdiiy 
thoi dvr lightsinneth myiholtigital Baijini people ooginated oi 
prnuie mw fnrmcft:haut ptiiico, 

Thcfc vc^ciuecnih^cenfufy ihrpviitcckf on Atutalia'i west 
cnou have pteseoicil atchaeologiitt with a fTK^ijemly dwunienced 
and attractivt: chjLIengc Ui uiiderwaict arebaeology. Peilvipl 
uiifptiiinatdyp fcavengen and over'aichimauic divuig groopi 
liat>^ located and uiturtimn ditriirbed luch tieh ja (itt 

fiafeKie *he t^rr^d'it Diwir f t6j6) and iht Zuftdiffp 

i t7tih Houtmarri Ahmllioa or on the mjmbnd- Kecmdyt 
howcwfp (he WeirtFR Austtalian Muteum look prwuivc wept 
td ciwirdiiutc acnvitiCf and thcfcby ctiiLirr ihe ayncmaitc record 
and proefviiiiitt of evidence from thw unieiur luotine pavryofiL 

Aruxher avenue nf icitaich mio hiftnetc aieijoeokigy lu% hecn 
pioneered hy f. j. Allen ofrbc Auntalian National Univctury. 
He IV mveptig^ring ihc held tvidence ftr Bfitith cnierpnie m 
iropical Atnttalia. He haf intveyed and excavated at the ahan-- 
doned venlcfncnn ed Fort Dundavon Melville lilaud 
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Pktti 16* IT Fort Wcllingfon, Kaffla B^y and Victom* Fr^i 

EssiDgfm (i 8 j 8 - 4 S>). In iiddiiicMi w pdmjrtms Alright mtn 

colonial admmumuvc and architectural practice and rocial 
canditioiti in an infam coJonyp ihii work has wider archaealt^ical 
tigniRcanccv Varied cntleciront of European and Aiian ceramics 
and gla»w4rc have resulted and that anilyiis should provide 
type cullcction^ of common wares (or comparaiive daring on 
Macassan ncpanging tttci with in Auinralia; and there are posn^ 
bilitin alto fur daung sues thiotighoui loutlii^Mcrri Ana. 

A furthci problem of relevance Ki> pteJiitionam u the ciihutc 
contact situation. Both ai Rafflev Bay and ai Port Fjaingwn, 
Etimpean relations witli die Abongmes were imcmive and 
amicable. Hie cxcavatiun of adjacem shell mnunds has produced 
maiernl evidence on ibe nMure of thii impact upoOi the native 
society. Tlic mmt obviout tntmuve clcmctu was fhc selection, 
tnmming and use of bonlc hy saciciici wlxi weic poor tn 
rUtt Sd stone iiippii^ and which hnhetfo iinli^td organic maxerialf for 

many purposes. 

Like tu phnohncmtic record, Australia's bnef historic phaie 
lias been charjctmied by many fleeting seitlcroeiiii wbith !wvc 
Idi thdr archacobgieal irnpttm. Ttie leasom 3 uc vaned, bui tbe 
consequences prom be att itttcrcsiing atchieological futnKc. 
Abortive scitlcmcmsi citber due to human frailty o<r bask ignof^ 
aturt of ibc poeeitualiiics of a and changing sefttcnieni 

pattmii accompanying soebJ and cctmonijc development—such 
ti penal era batracks, gold-rush shamy towns or die huts of 
pastoral piurtom wlirne stock denuded the area of vegrtaiion 
Ivave tdr traces which are parr of the Australian nariona! Iwnwgc* 



Chapter It 


Landscape and People 

On a ftnc vim wf ihmilii hc M m rhit dm c^etctiii^ \tm (if Uml pomw«t rruire 

thAD nftlinAry jdvAtiUjpa; iIiai ib Nvun vwild W in propcMtiiifi m iis&r; And fh^t k 
wniild AK»nnd m tJ>e pi^ucmnit c/flv inctmiif^kal tempcf^lf ^ 

Dui rbc voy ipnc whtch hod Apptwd m Ci|,AAtii Cnok Aiui Sii JiTicp)i ISaJiki iIP cinhly 
Ab 4 nd<mcd hf dw catly wtiim m unftf fin iTcrupJitioti. 

CAFTAtK ^ttirTi 1: lezij 

S \ riMivi Aiij bdcne Mjh inhilni^ die CiUth, 

AuitiaitjS ia,ooa milti of coaiahnc bicb^ 4 Und mati 
(incJuding Ta^^nta) nt almost iKree mitlimi square milesi 4n 
area equal lo the Uniicd Scsics nf Amctica^ When Btifith 
culorusii discmbarkeci at Sydney Ciwc m t7SSt AulI^aIu^ 

Aboriginal migratiis Iiad occupied the cuniiDenf fot om 
yean* rrum a paiod cnnicmpnAry with* nt which pusnbly pt> 
dated Mjrj\ peneirannn of the New World, Although tin: 

Uiittth gu^^ment did nor cuntedt m Abortgnul utlr to the 
land* and was coticcmed more fo {hTcstall Frcneh or Dutch 
annexation^ ii enjoined tinmane reLtiotis With the Ahonginc^ 
to keeping with ho irorrucuuiis and mihued with currciu 
noctuns nl uvage nohitiryv Cnvcnint Anhui l^hi1lrp% iiympa^ 
thetic jp poach was exemplified hy ho runtimg uf Manlyi 4 
haven wtthin Port Jackson* because of the *ctHifidatce and nuiily 
bchaviniir* nf lo AhOTtgtnes. PhtUip csumaied ihc p>pjbtion 
the areas winch he voiced within ctie httt weektofltit adminicna^ 

Udo lo number about i $00 people. 

Uiirnnunaielyi few urjicf early obsavm piivided pnpulatmu 
denstty cKinuics alfhmtgh wvt:ral did wTite ishjecfively about Htt 
Aboogmo they eitcounrcred during journeys of cKpImanuti. 

Later, ai die wfuie man*i secuttry ofland repurr rigbiencd and as 
ho iciisr of KKut tupcriority err 'butden' incteated, mem iiine^ 
tctmli'ccniury ubicrvets tacked IHiilhp^ gettmne mtcrMi in 
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AhcrigjEuS c»T ciinccm fm its tvcU'^bcmg, CUiii^Mliicnilyn 

pctfttitii] ilciii4)^zapbt€ stud crhfKigrjphK: dctJill wait by default 
Tlic gcogtaphcf I B. McCulltwh vtucttl inid^ccnt’Eiiry apmton 
%ui:dnci1y, 41 id tuih MrininH-fitv da mn object jvi: field 

4niliriipidLtgiiil:s: "h wniiM 4 libi:l iwi l*fi>vld4?Rce* m luppiHc 
(hjif rt W4S irmrnded tint thu extensive pottitm of the eaitli shmild 
be forever ix-cypicd by 1 hjndfy] nf s4v4gc*.‘ In ntder to attempt 1 
syiittieiii d’ 1 I 1 C umc of Abonfi^iiul Anstralia 41 ilic time [>t 
buiopejin pnietrjiJCin it U ficciaiary ta icly im tinionc observe- 
tUKH, cfhni]gi4phic dji4 arid j mnJicum nl iicl}acn!i>|;y- 
A. ft. KaddifTrHBtfiwts esiiin^ied in t^jo th^t AusrrilbN 
Aborr^in^it population in \yS^ h4d niimhcted lomr |cia,€i€K3: 
drlier tiddmied opinion ktd ctmieciurcd half t\m %LiiCf biM hts 
4 rithi]ieyc has l^ccn jcccyncd by filer itirhropoltigiiss* Whatever 
the Tdl tiumbet-and u wa^ potiibly sunicvvhn above Kidchflcj^ 
Btown's numkr, farhei than Mitw ir—ibe dniiity wn low and 
tfie popubtuHi was f ptcad thinly over thcamtiisiaM- Stime faviniT^ 
able environmcnti p.TJni;tvd more cmicL-ntratcd laecupaiuniK 
notubly tni the iiprtheni and casietn cinsiat miipini and the 
Mutuy Hiver valley iti South Auuralii Quccndaiid pimibly 
supported ilttiiiu 4 third rfilic entire popuUiiort, ponicubfly m 
cnaiiil annes^ whikthe aridiltuii iifflieeiintnietu which rccrived 
fewer than tert tndm ivxrage atmtid rainfall nutnbered its 
mhabicaiict tn hundredf. hot cxamplcprhc ATjjida whooccnpied 
snnve of die bciicr eniinny in die inter list pKihibly totalled fewer 
thin 1,000 loulii^ aUliough tfteii iribaJ imitory covered i^^ooo 
squarr miln. Hiiftfici ntutK rhe Walbm pnpulaiton n( pethaps 
tooo averaged one pcrstin per || square miles, ft- M. Btwdi 
niiniated rhaJ only IM^OOD people inhalntcd 1 $0,000 sipjan: 
miles of the atid iiitmoi of South and Western Aiisiralu trnm 
die Greu Auuriliiti Bight, notthwardi to Capncom- In vome 
fcTtik £04^1 nr rivcmie fqgiotn, hnwevet, popuUtioii liciinitrt 
possibly wcfe ai high ai tme pctVTis to mty three to cighi square 
miles. BccanseoftlKve variatHint m cnnceurrarionp it n mnlcadiiig 
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to ^vrrijgi: popubtton over cimrc SwiM, but attuming Ratlclillc- 
Hrovvn*f c^umaio 3 $ rewnibly infomicfi* rhr number of iqii^rt 
mritcf requited iu one petsf^n tarigeil itoiTi 6,7 in Queen^^ 

land to IA m South AinrtJiIu^ wink the ccniiiiicnijl avt^c wa$ 

10, Thctc ire cv«i ft wet rclubk cliKs ecmeemizig TainuniaH 
popukriortp bm rJw number ti uwdtiy nrnmated Jinund i|iioo- Fy 1 

The Aunriliin oinEuiem extends aJmose 2000 mile* l^m 
Wilmn'i Promonrory to Cape York and m maximum caw west 
dimension « miles- It is a land oi pbteiii and pbiiv and 
unlike otlicr cominenrs its iHiriiont ate niitelicved by yntiug fiJii' 
mouniamw iiideed there is no true Atptne emmny wiili a prrnu- 
nent snow mantle, while *m\y a tew peaks m the wiifh-^st exceed 
5000 fecf, A bell oThighlandt curvci araimd the cawan margin 
of ihc and on into Tasmaml^ but I he pro pcuticm of 

Lmd abosT aooo feet k only per cent, fw than m any other 
continent. On the other lumJ* neatly !W‘o 4 hitds of Australia 
ctmvius isf pbreiux iS'Ctagitig hciwKii 100a and J0OO fm in 
elevatinxL^ and fhii includes almost all in ir^d wM«n penttnn. 

Twn of the mow congenial and imponaiit pbim asailahle for 
ptehtuond Mcupaiion wcic the basalt region ol wcMcrn Victoria* 
one of the world*! brgoi voSciiue pbiiis* and the great Mumy/ 

Darling rivs lywEtn which drams on^'ieventh of Austmlia. 

PrelninitEC migrants may hive takcii advamagcofilif ranaAable 
topograpluc fcatme which enables movement souih Ih™ aiiy^ 
where atound the Gulf of Carpcniana^ ihrough wcftmi Qiieens- 
bnd to the souih eoasi^ or inland to Lake Eytt, wnhout crossing 
ranges higlier tliafi 700 fett above le* level. 

Yti if tnountiiris itnfNwed (t*A* lurricrt to ptclmtorje mew- iAiiirAii.i 
mem* w jier was a crnctal dcterminatH- With twrvthitdi of its 
land mass rrcris'ing fewer than rwenty inches annual ratnfjll and 
fihy-fivt pet cent expcnenctng dewm or wmiMietcn conditions, 

Auinralu is the mmi and coniinejiL Tlie fajCI lhaf the highest 
tclid' frcinti otito die mmsturc^bden winds Imm ihe PaoSc 
expbins the good taiitfdl on rheciHctn seaboard and the attdity 
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The Prefustary itj Arntralii 


F« 4 



V 

F^. 4. AjfiiiflrMfi ; i, #j|iiatti mtim rimfilt m imha , 

of much of il« rcnuijidct. But m j Uud wlirtt evipcsamu js 
high (jnd rmmciisi: cracts expoicocc AbovoccuttitJ tcmpcraturci) 
11UL icisorul reliibiluy or v-itwbitiiy of ramf^l aiut tww ftt 
which tt the true g^ugc to the cculogicat iiiuauori, fw cxampki 
Koebnumc odi the wo* coiMi weetv^ 42 mcbci of ramfan in 
t$ioo, but only o-i| inches to i»9t; Alice Sprtngi lias record^ 
annual falU miging from Iitik fucTfc ihan an inch to 4® inchtt 
Even wnhin rbc trupics. ibe Vet^ fcaum ti very variahte in the 
extent of its wetness, while the tong ^dry* season paichet ihe 
limtcrjand and mmi riveif arc imctminoii. 

Even ihf tivm which flow fitun the eaitcm mnuitiaLns arc 
mofr vanablc in tbeir discharge than ihc world average* A ctwafly, 
only a third of the entire Miwray'Dailing dratriage 
tributes water to die trunksncairt^ ibc Mtirrayi and even thh 
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j(KNi>Far ifmiiji 


1 Aoo>^inilc rivo which nitt m iht hifthcst mounmtti hii owe 
rhan once ctas^ lo flow, llx Darlmg^ AuittaltitV Iftngnf* nitf 
(i7ja mll^), lA HintE:timci dty* and whm flowmgi iK toubv 
butbii to the Murray hai varied fewm lOdO co t 1 |«o*om acredw 
fa annum. 

The Autmtun bndteapr n dpited with takes* InJi mapt act 
deceptive bccaufe the cru^nty arc simply dry clay parti 
and ^ri/>n4Uj fed mtcmuttmtly ihfough ilMchned charmds. The 
taigeit of ifaciii, t-oke EyrCt leceiviea an average fiittbJJ pf five 
tn^ei, Hiiweva. ib< L^e Eyre Bixin of f,joo.cwo sq. km. 
pnwtia a drainage paRCm wbi»f Tributary ehinticii occaiitMuUy 
fliiud. Ycr, fm mou d[the pan cemuiy ift Inng ftseder riven, which 
mcaridcT fh%m Queendantk haveremftiricd dfy*t)t at ttw tncKt hasY 
pennanent or srmj^pcrmancTtf water hots nnir^ along fheir 
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The Pnhftinj nj Ausir^lk 

beJv In thii^ tkejf rormbl* tnany tJ'tht mrammcrii w^wch 
dvAiti the ttocthctn mni^KinruLE bek, 

vtcrrAiios AuitEjJia ticcfinic hatlcti^ycd tn vase ai the bnd of 

4iid gujn ittci. There arc indeed about 6jet ipei.'ta and vanctict 
iif At Oik (wan Id) ami ai Iftiiu 6o j flucalypt^ hive been identified, 
which range m ue€ ii^jm uunied scnih in ititidv of nmuntiin 
ash (fvftfi/pifrii acwl kam (Jir ov’cr loo feet 

lift. CoitKtiucndy^ ihcrt are varicrict apprepnaic to every habitat 

Fix ^ and m addjiion, ihe othet flora it remirkably divcinficd. To 

wdui extern Abntigirul actit^iiiei cleated the Und prevtom to 
bumpean ^tlement ti a maner which furute march mnu clarify. 
Ba^ncally* hnwevet* Australia was well veg^etated m The 
explorer Charicf Stun ipokc for all tenlm when be objerved 
ihar ‘Ire wild hat never looked on any otha than the wcll-^nhurcd 
fieldi of Engbnd, can ha'^^e lirde idea of a connny that nature hat 
coveral wtrli an niterminible liireu.^ At iate ii dtapne 
pa Moral exparuion and gold rudiei^ Vrcioita etitmated to 
have ruimal foresr or Kmih covering t j pel cent oJ rhe Stite^ 
Bven dio$c areas which are dnignaied 'deserr* on rnap% euppon 
vegetation^ includiF:^ the iini[|ue panJIcI sand rtdget and tnicr^ 
dumJ cnmdim nf ^mpson^ Deim winch tntrcli Jor tmlci in 
Ccnnal Annralu. flecauwof the high evijpoeatitMi and waional 
drynm, buth fires are a scourge tsT fmnt and grai.iland and 
aliKnugh Abongrncf hom Am hem Land lo Tasmania bum* 
tlicir surtoiiiiding!^ lo art extetn greater than that general I y appre^ 
ciaitd, rhn dctmicuEiu w^as mtcmificd by Huropun cotunisrs. 

To iudge from fiimtemin rcet>lkcn\int of early JBumpan 
setilm, rhe ailvenr oT uDek and syiteniiirte homing hid drasne 
ecolugfcal effect^ and these muff betiken imn ccmfidmimn when 
leconiTTucfirtg the i7^A landscape. Pasrorai occnpanan npiet ihe 
delicate hiLnec r£ nature through over^gia^mg and the dcftnic^ 
eiiui of grasslands and tmesn which provided nmiy edible seeds 
and roots and luppmted a rkh fauna; etoiian aim followed. In 
wtmm Victoria^ brush and uselen nmbo grew ihtekliy in areat 
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Thf Prthitt^ 4 Ak^tr^fk 

tif forma opm evfii in igoo si wj.i pouibk ip ^sAhp a 

hovm n^^f AlK 3 rigiT?aI ait mm in rhe Grampian mountam? where 
today ibe bru^b ii almtin tmpajwbk. In ihc tfdpm 4 t Pnn 
bfsin^ron^ rhe cnmitunciajn nl ilw iciilcmoit noted i\m withma 
lew ycati df iH fmindsiioiip c^ntr woe beranimg Jup in the done 
brujih whicli hid ipoutcd in ihe open jciitfTftphiy)J wpodland. 
In arid Jicii, wlicft aonon wn w niarkecL wsolhci factor 
operated. Afifi J few good %cA%om gming on dnwly tcgeticfiCmg 
native grMwVi wnek fnuJed and tinmpled i^hallow wjW''boIa* 
and by dniroytog the ^wtpiinding ^ 1 X 50111011 , they eniurcd flieii 
diminaiiiMt tbtough rvaporaiion Mid aoMon. Anihti;jpiiIog*(r*l 
pjmtcotv Spcnccf uu! Gillen* viiitcd marry ^hady pcKiU m the 
tA 90 \ bccauic they wac frequented by Abnngiiics; a few yean 
later rhey were d«at* 

It n evident. th^ofCp that pre-Eutopcan laiidicapet were 
more eongeniitl to the Aborigines, Wnh many itcav betm 
greeted, they wctc caticr to eravew bcMusc nainral wiitr.^bol« 
wcff more fteqtieiu and Consetjuicmly edible planUp 11 was and 
game wetr in b«ia uipply. But genaalctmoni jjc impossible. 
Auitralia embtaM inch major vegetal wma I a«iiaanoni it 
FTopieal and temperate lam fomi* wet and diy ichlanpliyll 
forcii* wood Ian di and m vannatis and the ewemes of both deiaf 
and Aipme complexes* h li true but ncetsiary lo nhserve that 
Abodgitul economy and technology wia adapted to the rtnra 
and dqpcndcm Ciuna within each vegctarional hihitat, 
,itioiuen^At 'Dtnughi", widi its nssocuuiont of water liionage, le^iiiig I'tcaii 
IT AM AND wHidi and 6m^ n po«iWy the wont n;iiural cabmiiy known to 

iitm i-* 3 <o wfikr Anmalfani* and ^weailser* is ccttainty ihen mixit whi-' 

qnitoiH cotiversatiofta) pmirir. It alfo must have regiibicd 
Aboiigiiul tociciy. X G. H. Strdilovs comptehcoded ns 
significanp: fot lile m arid aroti* He ouniated thai duittig 
djronghf coftdnioni, as much ai Kvcn'^ighrhs di tlic ‘tnhaJ area 
tn Central Atiitralu would be cvacnaicd^ while the people 
ttrteired to permanmt watctinEppbeei^ Abongntci also 
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panted (he mccndbjry pofain^tl by bummg mm i/cduimy as 4 
huntmg device or to promme the growdi dC ncxr soinnV edible 
(bpois* dr JO clcai- txitukt ibrough yJt m fixcHiL Ta&m4imfi 
Abongines witfc seen fii bum rjin furettt even while nm wJi 
lUnitig, and thcicby kept rr^kw^y^ opai durnugh mew now 
vinu4lEy tmpaieirAfalc- mnsrucmaiidn d~ the icd liiutscap# 
d'Cauul Aitsmla ifict when a pmfijiton ofgtem gfiti, 
wilJdowcn iruJ mnirnicr^blc edible pbntt floimth Cbr ^ brief 
IS rcmirkihle. Strehtuw h^i churned rbai ii was the 
cbiitengc dT the tlirrutit unptedictabitity^ wilh its whimsical 
buuniy aiuI fmtine, which explum the ricimeu of Abongmil 
cetetrumid jrid myElKilogieAl Itfct die rigidity of thirtr ukviX 
coritmli ind iheit tnimiAie kiiowlcilge iuid injchincnt to (heJr 
Und. Like Amedd Toynbee, Srrchlciw mtcrptm tuch humjn 
rcfpoiucf45moreihjii mereecoEKimicdcTcrmijiiMn.Minsmbare 
to... mtcHigenee^ Ire wmef;, "thai they weie Able io subiUt wtAu 
out otiuide help, and svitlioui omi^trudc dungici, on the tuiuril 
reiourceL' 

TmdaL wtyly etiiriincnjed thsi the Anecnol Iking^ who 
^cruted* nAUiTAl resouTccs dmmg tbe ‘Dtanurme^ pmtecicd 
there resouTcet frotti over^xptotiaiioii by devebping syneini of 
(aboc\ etifoicing dicfjiy tctineticim on idcul gmupi diid Age 
gtAdrsv Tim cresttim myihokigy embodied empitKil wisdom, 
giincd froin ttiAl lUid erroe, iirtenJrd to enMite siitvivil ind 
endowing ifilut tcnittmci with An ofgAiut letuioinliip with 
ilwir owners- 

The t^a rettutof, however, th 4 i m 4 nomad le hum mg society< 

It 11 the Iciioes rejjim which 11 the mre gauge of the CspaCiqi of s 
tuuntry m mrtun 4 popubtion. So ii wai Jso tkii ouuiy cjiIji 
cxplorm weir mided while tuvening tcrittwy during ihf wci 
reutiii nf diet abmi^unA] mtlx Tlicir acciuate, yd misfeditig, 
repom reenpred catilcmco and drecp^mastCrt to de^patfurc ibcir 
htrdi or flocks in artas nually uniuited tci intensive grjrmg. 

Naiijie liVnu. depopiiLiicd the region of stirek, down to its actual 
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c^irryjiig capacuy. may be itiggutJcd likeww ihai thr Afcnv 
rtgiital (KTpulamm m i73» had achieved ecd^igical cquiljhttum. 
If » prdbable tbai tlw to Alxntgina! imui^aim multiplied 
opidiy with ihc prrtitmcd fivoiinWc ccieduKmi in PleiittKcne 
Au^aJia* but u h imcrcuini: tu reflect ihat the opiimiim pupii^ 
lauuo level wai pnssuhly anained lung bdorc the Hyropeant 
jnivcdp Indeed^ ihc lutfWc diiifibution nf stone afiiractt n m 
daw ill arid jrcit tuch aa the Lake Eyre Batui and the hlindcrt 
Kangci^rliar n probable dial thcie rtgtuiii luppottcd a Lirg^ 
prehtflonc papubnuu dun thai occupying rhem during 
Eurioptan coiuad timet. 

J. B. Birdicll Mgycd cogetidy iha: population taruraiion wen 
atuttwd rapidly, probably fc»efiwe the eid uf tlic PWoecnc epueft- 
Atrboiigh Im csatmatei may pru^c tiiiditly tipiimiMJC—hit 
vanniis moddi eif gmc flow and populattnn dyrtamict ate iiecev 
tartly hypocheiicah while hit dau collected m t 9 j& may nor *ypdy 
the piehitmnc dcrnugiaphic tiiuaiion—(heir perspective ti 
mmubting. Bitdidl conctuded that an average Alnitiginal 
gtneration ipaiincd untf sixteen years; hiifavtitiicd mndd assumed 
rhar twenty dive mitiaJ colmtutt tttcrcased to almou |Ofl/KW 
wiihrn 2204 yean; their difFuuoTi acniH Australia requited 
merely a few centuties. 

If indeed the continent had been effeatvdy occupied dimiig 
die Plcistuccne;, and nptimttm expkiitatinn nl rwmitccs achieved 
within technological liming *hh dcimigraphw: uaiut 
involving hundrodi of gcneiatioiis^ might oepbm Australia r 
ihaq> triboJ acid Itriguistic diflercmiatton. Such a rapid dnpcrwl 
would have telcvancc to a phcnomeiion outlined below a 
similaricy in none itnplenimt lypcikigy im ^caHy man tnes 
rhruughoitt the entitinmi. 

ffACiAL White no nnc cnhci clatfns an Aumalian gmews fof thr 

AfTiiJAllots Abcmgines or disputes (heir dmvation ihmugh South^Ean 
Avu, it retnams an open queuion wltctlicr ihcy ctmaiinred a 
single nee of an amatgam of ddfetent siwek; despite pomive 
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ti> the cpnir^ny* di?*t AHGliarmn with ttindry living 
Amch: grniipt n more viiujilly apparimi iliaii demonstrably rcjl. 

Uy wliien T. H. Huxicry publisficd lijRti2ci.it $y?(tcin;LtmJKm. 

dtD-kfiiti ^tced iliJt miinljjid Abncigiso one unifnirh 
racial typCi and (kit I aimaniam wett aimilwt. Alflmngft dcfJiU 
jiicl empham hdwt dunged, ihn futteni h-ii g-niied arreparKr 
h> manY phyned antbrnpalc^imovcrihcciniiuiy'; A. A. Al4iic 
reorndy rcjicr^icd shen caw—Al;mrgiii« 'arc m KMcptiomtIy 
liomogcncdm pcople\ 

In die field jn 1918* hou^vet* Birdsdi u j% ^atucIl by tlitit hetenv 
gcnciiy^ and pmpowd i tri»bybnd facia] competition, mvdvitig 
(ii*« miguciom dunng Plnuoccm iimct, li i\ unrnmtture rhai 
bane luppontrig evdentx lor hit ciuDciignig tiietpttutninp 
fmmiiLitcd m 1949, nut rmthcumiog nuttl when he 
piihlridjcd $Dmc 'prchnnniiry ebu*: mtitgiviogs of Mime cTicin 
might have ixen jlbycel uKinci. Btiiiidl cnviiagei ibe fml wive* 
fcfmtd (o Octituc Negri loidi, I aimanotdi or BittiRcani 
i^ifrci i lake on the Adicttnn Tablebnd^ York), typified 
today m puren nieuil form by die Andaman Idandm. Tlie 
iccnttd migrant giniip, Mufrayiairi, htmttc dtrivativrt trom 
atchaic Cjuratofd mtck fcompare ihc Amui, abwvtbcd tlic 
Octiitiit Ntg,nioNltp except in isolafftl tiin hncti bnneivcs (ai 
lie ArEierton rabldand^ and f aittutiia (although hybridnattun 
did occiit), Tlx^ final infuiiarip Carpcntatiiii nt Anttraluid. 

Iracully jiuligoui wiih Veddat tn Ceyhviip and Deccan and 
Malayan hdl peoples j, never penetrated beyond troptea! btinidei- 

Supcrtkial famdutniy wnh Abongmn mdicaiin euxuidcrabtc 
rcgkiriil vamiioit ui tuturc, build, pigmcniaii<ini haicrnctt and 
ha.it lexttnc. riatal and crania) pto^ Jitd ocher phyncjlly 
diagnostic aitributcv and Birdidl cxattimcd tiieic betort 
caluuriivdy, Crnici claim rhai rudi varuimm ate not fiitnJa- 
mental, bur may be ex pla tried by (dcreiwrc to ecological and 
environmental pTCsium-<hmaie, diet, geographic iMilatioii iif 
tmall bteeding rmmniiiinticji'—m human facton^ such Of viniu 
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pcttdy pmciibed rnbil rnscmi; pii«aii% ot unique ^Icciiv? 

)ucfa as war ut naiufal dmsfcr. Bird^cll wji swart 4 jf ^udi 
lirtiiuimiis, and rmpluMied m addiuon ihnir human ebarattm 
wluch are nd iuhi^cl to fnvifimtrKtital nuidifiuatiiiti.^ but arc 
mhcTtttd and gmdicaH^ dctettnined.iuch a% blmni gin^p ly^lcnw. 
In 1949, he W4S iianj^iiine xtiat blond gfnup gttidici *f«id in tit 
mtn and tubitfanlij^ tbe racial analysis jsresented’. 
lO-NPra IntovcttMis ycar$ liavc wiiutiscd tremendous gmwih m gene^ 

iHiijc Anini. licii! icwarch tn fechniquR unavaiLibk to flirdseth with miiriing 
ciittiplcytiy ratbet fhsti cbnhrjjimi. T- SimnnnUp mi lotea 
rmewiN of Aborigiiul blood group gene fiequcncici, war netihcr 
able tacunfimi n<« daiy dte pswibility of in^hybrid racial rntgim- 
R. L. KirkS recent sitrwcy advanced in sctoh’ij^ical^ blood 
scTutrip derfruiofilyphic ^nd oihes paiciic maika: rciearcb* Con¬ 
ti uded that AbtiTigtner ccNmnute a geiierkaliy dirtmci gtoijpp 
ahhough posstsnng ^igmfieant tnicnul vimiioiss. Current gaps 
in knowledge arc sagieai, rbsi he judged ^hcorcncai gcnerjliw-*^ 

iiQfit tan be_only of the mtssii general kind and must remain 

mwcufc whiln thnt gaps ryisi/ 

Btrdtell ailtniis rhai tlunt ji im aViLtan or AuttraJawanarctiaiM-- 
tk>gica) evidence dociimcntmg the passage of Ncgritiss; hb fislcf^ 
cntti. depend upon die diuribuiion living coffimunmes* Yci 
aITtiiuy ^wceti titese disparate groups i> difficult to cftabltdi. 
Indcti die Tiuiutttans arc excluded tsum gcneiical rCKarch by 
rraion nf their eminttion. To wimCp the ethnic Kkniity (tf the 
fiatrinrans of Cape Ymk it iwdcfcd dtibmus by recem gencijcal 
\ntdiet elsewhere. The nioniuainoui WiMcl Lakes tegmit id 
Wcsi tnan ^ inhabited by dimknuttvt Negtnoid itibcs. I n vest 1^ 
gallon pmoed that their bhimi ginup gtue Itcqucnctcr wcie 
m 4 ivtiiiguishablc from thow of ndglilxiutittg Papuan people. 
At theJi latiguagtf and maietijl culture 4 « alw coriiparablr, it 
difhculr to ittcKS ohjeenvdy tbett diitinclive feaiutes^ and 
ctiffcrencci tn luiiireai^ ofber pbyiieal aspccis arc infcrprcied ai 

tncidcntal cnvtrfMiifiFJiijI chirictctiinci. A comparison flf 
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fftquencm hrtwctn (hm pctipftf ^fid o«hcT Oceanic Negritaicl 
group) rn Mabptn« cHc Dulippmci and rhc AndLutian bJUnd) 
denioimrarcd ihett difTertticc from each ochtr^ yci ihcsr jumdaniy 
With iho)f nf iUtiDundiug |>eaprc^ of noimit ualuie. 

AuUMliaH Woicrn Doat Abonguici uf buicnic bio^ 
logical lEUcttv. Kirk dtmon^rjled the uiiiqucucs) uf genetic 
market pjnemt posiciiciJ by ihii tcLiiivciy imill 2nd twbtcd 
rrpToduimvc group m iw hanh citvimnmcm, where ficton 
involving setcctinn^ mbirrding 2nd genenc drift may be rejevan^ 

111 tint coirL[C 3 £t, the Jtnktion and comparative cnvirpnmcntal 
tigourt of Tousuiiunt and tarn forert fiarrinciani aho may ptMten 
genetic significance. In Australb* the need it fcit genetic tettaicli 
on the hvj]^ people, combined with atchacnbgicaj ditcovertet 
d" the fimi! human retard. A century diet T. H. HtiKley^ in 
rcmaim premature to pioiipuiicc: for racial lieieiogcneitf or 
fiomogcftcity* 

Id 17SS* this pppuIatJCffl wai divided mio groupi which iLuro.- ritiiAi 

peaii^ termed irilrei. ikcauie noatiy tribal unti) diuntegtaied 
rapidly, the amial numbcf h btgely a mjncf uTdefinitinit. TJie rms^ 

number Itat been placed as high ai 900^ tldipugh abttui 11 
the Diua] e^imair- Idcallyi a mbe ls a focul group whifh daimi 
hummg and rdigjoit) unabn Tof 111 occnpaiion cd'an 
Jica; Its boundaries arc totrtcly defined uiuilly by icfwcncc <0 
natural featurev winch have mythulngical ugiuficance; tU tnem^ 
bers astumc ihai they ate m sumr manner diumoivc, thimigh 
actual or imphed gcnealogicat rclaiitHithipi obediniee locnmmno 
behavioural ruin and the use uTa common bngifage ot dialect. 

Bur II n mn a 'nation" or "coiifcderjiion"« foe there is no politicai 
cohetNin between itieoiiiuructu grnupt and tfsetc u no paramouiU 
or tnM chid Of tribal cminctl. 

It H rTKHe iignifkani hif rhe pofeiyrial archaetdtigicaJ icenfd to 
tmdetitand, Uiwcvei, that tribes wetc divided variously into 
smaller spctol imits and thar ihe whotc of their membert rarely 1 if 
cvcTi assembled as an entity« Fc^ cicampte, rhe family (otten ruii 
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wi? ;i bjupc inJ wlf-iuffidcnt cttiiinmic um 
widt a tipd diviiiiiii oT bbouir luawtl on leaf, uhich olrrn lusio 
(iiiiwd intUftfiiJmily ^if o<iin More camitionly, patfv 

culaily in Cf>figciitaJ oiviiniiinwfit^, icvml rebicd familia 
aii«cKtai(ni and mngsJ witl^in ^iiidmitKid imucinal limin. In 
iliiK nrganiiaiioru tlw often htmted ai a party while ihe 
women forai^td m ariExhct. 5web a cIiihct of families perhaps 
fiumbcTitifi fiont 20 tn so pcfioi>!^ and iii favoured icgioni cva\ 
miMt* jtpecKntcd a fiicanipmeim, bui tljc number 

varied witli rtuetuifiotu in intbsi«cner corrdiikun. Swuitcr Kw 
mg]^pcyed that throng]loot ihe enormous, variety oi liabitadn rbc 
cuntinem nay liavc s4ipj>oned from swkj to 10,000 rcmiotul 
gtoupi of diii lUtorc-K Ttine atc ilie coinTituiiioei^ ihcTtfore, 
whow maiaia] iraca tlw anluenh^iit usually uncovetL Yet m 
cntilituid, itraJtRcd atchamhigicsl conteJ<n^^ inch imaB riumlxTS 
multiply, h WiMjId have teqjoired annual vnui by a 
twetny people ro KcnTiifTcave. occupied fw uime ti^tieen nnb 
Icntiu, ici luul over loo^ooo oetupaim. 

When very Im-^iltied 01 reauitully abuDdaiii ftxvril or ■v^'aia 
njpphci wm jvai]abk> ot wJien cetemiHtal obUgaitoUA 
mandedi time liKal groupr eotij:p'q^icd« pcrlup m grcMipi of 
100 fn 100, whmai m leaner timci they nratteted^ In almiwt every 
habiiai for wlneli ilieie li evidence thi* clnitentig and dupera! 
typffic& the polamy m the Aboogtrul [ife^pattem in 3]] bui 
excepikinany pmvidau areai^ U i% alio a (aeroi «jf whicli any 
archacologital inropfct.itiotii ol oixupatk^rtat evid«w mu it taltc 
accuunt^ Ouiiay TJiomKin dcmPiniTraied the pijneritat asrehaei^- 
Fcif^ical pitblls m liii ebsfie survey of die ecoli>gicat md wawnal 
camificaiiotu of Cape York nomadism- His expo^iitiun of foods 
ami impJemaut in an annual cycle conveys a wamsuf; thar 
an itdaetibgm wlm was utiawafc iltai these were seasonal 

camp uccupied by the tme gremp sd pccipic wiHild ometude 
from his analysis of ihc maremt rnai n repiestnted refuse from 
4I1 iTci eni giou pi {^cu h urcf'). 


TItcic jiT €XAfnplo» piirfitul^rly frum ilw ifiuiliHriitt. wltitrli 
indicate fhat planned cKploiralinf^ iit^^ca^imiilabijridanirecnabFcd 

assemblies of scvetal Intndred people. On the Murray Hiw. 

frediwaiei crayfish m ipnii^timcoe iicffcd fiili in rummrf iup^ 
ported uich numba\ wink m (he Alpmc High Pkim Jied, 
Iwa lilts iif iiiiinikHts iruxhi atti^ctcd AborighiPi finm .nil 
direaintis; i luitppci}! ntimiicd tlur cctngregirrd fni ilie 
fei«. Some other recorded congregations resutted imm fortuitous 
(iripfcdioablc boontics; fudi ai the cdfcisc of a snandcd wlialc or 
the ptulijsion uf gmsvtli fntlowing tottcnnal rams m and areas. 
Howevet. othet assemtlm which must fuv't ktm adjusted to 
wdl^rcHUtded envtrojKftcitial knowledge were less iramtciH aini 
are d' cnrindefable arrlueolngiral miernt. Tliese were cofigrc^ 
gotroits w here ihc mononTal CKchanKe of goods led to tiiar wide 
dispcruh TbtsiBnilfranccofsudi cnntaco is diicusscd scpTarelyp 
but n tt apprcprijce here to ewe a tmkuig example fmm Weiieto 
VjctijtM. ilic pkm mentioned by fames Dawiofi indicate tliar 
peoptes mbahifittg perhaps 5OP0 ufuare mtlfS of fjLiad countiry 
woe repic$eiitcd jt tfie gjiltermg^ 

AI die iMmndio) great Tiieeiinits iradmg n earned on h\ the 
exchange of antetn pcciihat 10 distant pons of die couiuty^ A 
iavrnirjte place of mcciMig tor the purpose<il bajtct lia hill cilted 
NiHiraip neat Tciattg. 1 ft iHai Incjfity the idresi kangoiom ate 
pkiiuliiK and rbc skim of the yuuog ones kuiid ilim .irr cuti^ 
ndeitd siipcTiot to all ofhtn fert making tugSH The AU^tgmes 
Irom die Cicctoiig distnci bung (be Uii siones lor makmg axes* 
and a kind of w'aiilc gtifii ccldTrated Itir itt adficsiveness* Thu 
CectoCLg gum IV sn oi^ul Ui Kiuiig the handles ol iroiic axes and 
r(ie splintm oi Hnu in ipears, and fur cemcfuiiig die loiirts oJ 
bark bucrkeis^thai« ncairkdm btge lumpsailnvertttc Wrtttfn 
Ottenn, GreenUont fiir axes it obtained ffnm a qtuny 
on Spnng Occk, near Goodwood; and samistone lot gnndtng 
them If gfii fiiim the tall ttttk near take liofoke- Obndwii or 
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vfllamc fiUiv ftw »cf4p)iig JJid pt>1iihing wmpam. t» found 
nnr Du nkeld. Tht Wimmcra rauntty lut’^lia ibc maicni 
tiplinpj. found in die malice Krrub. ftw makinj; The 

C^pc Oiway focctt iuppliel the wiwd for the Inmiilt ipurj. 
and iIk uaJk fiir liinning the bu« piece of the light 

fpcit, and l<n ptuductng Sre; aim a ted day, fliund on ihe id 
COM, ivhicli H u«cd A% a patni, being tim binned and thni 
mined vvnb ivatct. and Um on with a brudi formed of the cone 
of the baukcia while m flower by cutittigolT m long uamens 
and pcstiU. Matme dwlU . . . and licihwater mu^l ihellv ate 
aim anidci of CKcIiange. 

Traditionally, ir hai been ats^umed that there were atmoif ai 
many diutiict tanguagci ai tribal diviuottii and to some antbicH 
pulogtv) 'tnbe* and ^bnguage' Itaw been jynonytnoui* Iniemivc 
liiiguitik tuldu'utk and genetic da»i$raiii)tt have Ci^tced a 
rcapptaiulot thephtblogiral paltern, and Atmtiguial linguiitict 
now olTcn an anracitve rcKarcb field. 

LtHOL'iitTtu While u ti evident lhai fewer than otic per ccin of Aimraiwn 
languages are ntuelucd to odicn, ai least 8$ per cent of them ate 
clotely immelated and caiiniiuic a phylum ^a single linguistic 
stock, Tliey share many morplidofiteat and otiicr ittusiiiial 
featutes including a similar phoneiM; basis and agieemenn in a 
small basic vncafaulary, 

The crux </ ihc te'eva]u 4 ]ion n dial lexical companson of the 
700 diflereni forms of spcccli in A irstraha atablisltetthe ptc valence 
of'dialect chairtt*. F<x example, linguistic groups A and 11 may 
Esc mutually mteUigiblc, A and C partly 10, while A and D ate 
mutually uninielligilife despite the Cict that group C and D can 
CO 11 verse. Tlscuclnrc, despite Abongmal jfhrinatiuns tiut tribal 
languages are unique, the fac* that ncigitbottr jiuelligibihiy ts so 
ptevaleni makes it prdsabte that an entire dialed chain ihould be 
classed as a unglt Unguage. For this situation, the less pvniive 
rem) ‘family'like language' has been coined. Depending upon 
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wlKit rbf lingiiki btoki tht Imkii tn thuint^ tiw (utal 

nunttsct of Auftr^lun ljngu;ig^ vafict from berwetm ip and 
|00i ^ilh iIk curfcriT aptimiini csimatr. 

Many jirtonpEi bivtbccn tmrk to connect A ustrattati 
Mritli ipfcch nvcnffjj- j\ liiit wiji the Duvidiat) U^iguagc of 
InJia. lui been ittnnird tbi um j cniiuty. htti thts ii wishful 
thitiktng. In hiii cnmprebcniivc i^urvry, OpeJI euiphatued 
rhe "complete faibiTc to Irnk Auuijlian bni^uigct with any diher 
ramity\ tn Kit opinion alMt, rhe number and difftrunrufiinii of 
Amiralian Unguagcf required many millennu of focal itobtion 
Em llieir iiidijjCriLitiiL devcKipmeni:^ 

Liuguuttc rctcaich thcrdfbif Iw mteiciiiiig implicarkmt for 
preluunricuudici. TheirvklctM^f ofLingtiage ditfrilwunm nrmik 
ijtcf gtcji amiqnity and iioJarimi fat Aborigitial peoples. It may 
be inferred abo (hat^ ^birqucrii to theit dnpenuirit c^inm of 
the conn II mi were i^obtcd while 'brndy^tike' Unguaget dc^ 
vdoped. Con verity, aud despite pbiitibic ipccnbcjun by mher 
wnim. Aboriginal Itnguiinca eaimoi fLibiiatKuue Auan origtni 
m migranon mmci. 

By i7K)t the Abotigitict Had cobniKd ihe cmiiinau and they 
lived tn ccologJcaJ adjiiitmienr with tbeii loany nitimnmcnH. 
h wat s Hinhitmi bndteape^ but alihougli in nveri can dry and 
Eiuroptacii fudged n i hanh commem, to the Abutigiurt ir 
appealed cntigeTti.ll and rhey idmnticd ihemfelm mmc intt^ 
mately wiili rheir inhil cstatci ihafi did any mtitempniaTy 
paintittc burn pea n wnK hi^ natitin tutc. 

It mtisi be cm phalli lliaf neither Abor^irial culmie nor 
liabitai remained tutiCn Wlien tlw aitce^ial AUrrigmal migianii 
resumed Man^ caMwatd ejipamioii beyimd the Asiatic dkiie of 
Waibcea, the ocegin deep whrcii fomied a pctnuiinii bjfrici 
ThnMjghoijr tlnr Quatcriury tn migraiimn oTAnrat raiiiia, and men 
lacking water crafty thne (^lei^ctccne eirpinfen iravencd a vauly 
difTermt cunfmem fmm th*r explored by Eiinipcjni perhap 
loo ccniiif irs bur. 
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Tht Ausittiba 

fii In ilw fim place, n wa» Uuiiiift ilic Li$i glacumm, wa* 

(:Kviinh- level dmppcd nvo }^o Tea K'bw ns prcvcni level; even H.ooo 
ycirt ago it w-ji pcitwp ijo fwt Inwci, niify uraiiiitig ttt mudent 
level bcwecii ftOOO and }6 ciq yeatA jgn. On riine flguin< Aus^ 
itjIu hilt liccfl «v«wl iVom TavmjiiiJi fur t r.oon ycaiv and Im* 
d>*n Booo yean from New Oilinci. The emciged Sahul Shclt' 
wuijJd l»weilslnrt,iied the Gulf uf CarfCDtjrLi, linkuig Qjiecnv 
land enilic Aiii Idaiydt and adtliiippcHi3|Ha temti tt* Auiirjlta * 
am. These orfcniive nun lion plann, diaincd by pmhHtsatiiiiiv 
of mtb Tivcr tywenn ai dw Hmdcrv Kr>per and Victoria, thtnilil 
lijvr laLihtated migration and cnabbi mnujuiimoirt »rat like 
New Guinci JO be dsmocL 

Auuralu wai cJirtti to Asia, and niigrantilud Jewet WiUnnIcs 
rn ncgmiaie, alikMigli ilie itamiweM gap have Iwn trwie 
ilun 50 milo, funhee than nbntHiopptng wilhili viiual range- 
Whcihcr the mttul Auidfalun laiid|j)l wai a chance dttcnvciy 
or ibe i(»uh oJ pljiuuii vdyjgnig does nm abet the fact ilu< Man 
tcquiied tea worth) water-ctah and a capaeny to ctutt empty 
td'hotitimt; the iciujJ length of rite patugc it incidetiu) to ifw 
bade potscBion 111' oaft. I'hit leviicd map rcqjiwtt tc^wicntanoti. 
A foiiic from Mabyiia. ihmugh Java and Tttnwf lookt the niott 
dtrccl on ilic modem map. bill during the I'ltiKocctic. widcoccau 
mil separated Auutalu from Timor. A pueticid mhiic lay liinhei 
iHitth. pntiibly fxnin muth Chuia. ihrougli Taiwan, tilt Pltiltp 
ptn« and Bonun to thr Olebet. aitd ilienee tornlt id New 
Guinea 10 Arnhem Land or Cape Yoik. 

Chiiiatie cunditiuin were difTtien!. Whero) carlm workett 
grnaaliKii ab»ui f'Temocnic oivironttKiili tm j prwn pioundt, 
th» It ituw difficnlti Cnnrrpft ate fluid tiKfay, becauic n it reahsed 
that Autttaltan fvtdentx it both ineaBte and coniradiel<-’t>'! 
no grand tymhc'n it potiible'until detailed rcgtoiial trudift ait 
concluded- My own virwi cnliflict w«h my earlier puMisIted 
opinion. It 11 agreed that Atmraba't ice mantle wa$ ittiipiificani 
-perlupt twenty tqiuie imlci in the major Alpme RJai'iei (iyld 
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jitid Ahum out ftfih d T^imjnid ai flic maximum— btsi 

icuip^ritiirrt \tfttr lowtff, and mi^sr »m|K)r(arKly, €VJ(H3i^iTiin wa% 
ttduced; uiiac cbim iliAi n w^oi wrtfci* nihm ihji pitirxpitJiinii 
drctcuud tjndti cold^. windy f'ortdiiumt. 

f^iYt many ycir^ d»c titifiiih Taylitr i 4 .T dicacci^pted 

pattcriY, wnh hii afttactfii'c fhcof> of a fnajnf notihmi bMiudinal SY%inti 

shih of the cytlofijc hclf ('the loann^ fsjfiies*} ilwr^y dHplacrtij^ 
the drying jnrteycLinic wind lywcirt, ajid bnngmg raw lo ihr 
cnnimcnfal mi^ jciolimg nt ihfi fiirfnatton oi immense taicei and 
btimmtng livm in ttic arid cciutr. Thn uimptctoiioii «ilJ hii 
many adhetctin and J. Centiflt ftcmtif ptewnted a mihitfied 
vemon* It rt likely, hijwcvcr^ ihji mudi of Taylnr^Y 
related in Tertiary ctindnumi, irrcle^^ain ec> rhe tanrr l^lciitoccne 
advent urMiii. Reeem atidi^rcgTon research mdjeaio tliJi miny 
land dciem are iiuiidy i Tq^ey of ilis* grtjJ Tcfiiaiy jJIjviatioin 
ami Thai diinn lormed on theie nldci fliiod pbiti^ undci wimiy 
cniidttinnK foe whicli dictt n evidence in iht Lake Eyre liujii 
fVnTTi 40^000 to aiL,ooa ycan ajpi, Immeniie lintniigtiiemn ^iid 
srahilisrd dune lywim m iht hcan 0 (ti^ emiiincn.T and on iittcf^ 
tidaJ tcaeheliiii ihe northfVvtu Coast, arc cvidmiiy of l^lcivtiKctic 
oTigiti. Sigrufkantly, that nticritiition coniomii to tile picieni 
jnticyctntiic pTcsntfC syfiemt ^nd Hie ntiid of liitigitudtitjl ndges 
accords dmdy wkh prevailing winds airfciM iwcnty degreo of 
latmidc. 

iK J, Dathtigroii produced btngeographitjl daea to luppoit ilit 
theuv iif I Hciitoceiw atldny^ Tivci genera of rtightlcss» ffiTest'" 
living caralnd Ixeilcs nihiibn vimlvwmcftt and ejL<tcrri loresrs* 

V« Hurir repteseittativri arc vmy distiiicr spccici. Oatlingtoc!i 
infers that they‘ wett Tertiary Tclicn, and that ihmughoiu tiic 
IHciuiYctnc sonihcm A imratu was nniifficinitty warned to allow 
Hie growth of a CLiiuiriuous hell olnvsdcraicly wci lorna jctots ihe 
cnm inen L 

Hveii 111 rhe wiitt^*ea«etn Alps Hur diHnbtiinwi of glacrat 
ctri]ite> iiiifhes that iiinwj^bcattng winds Wew fwm the same 


iy 


The Ptchismf 

direction rhc prcunc we^ihcf liyucm^ 

cihrubimn p^ttmit. T1i(!tdi>i«^ tome recent yifmkm envi^c 
table ciTcubtion bclu^ and ntlict rh+in iim^ke tmjLir pluvul 
weather ctiigraiKmi* they L?eUeve andity may have increased 
heyond preterit bouiich. IHic pcdatiigm E. BtitleT cxpUiiivlIke 
Ptntioeene Formaiiori qfihc deep riverine pbinf of wesfem Nr*' 
Soutti Waims cqirtequcni upon oicrearcd mdity and dedming 
vegetatmu tip vet, ptqduettig mxujin ittd riven iaeapabic of 
irantpofiing rhett alluvial load. Hh luierptclarion h dialki^ed 
by C. Hp 0iijy» whu explaim ik tedimcnLuion ai ettentiaJJy a 
pfuvtal phcnomniuo^ 11 k icvolistnin oTthn problem it aitractitig 
eonoderable noeircK mtcftst. Its tdcs-ance to ardiaeobgy it 
l^reaf, because liuinan occupaUoii might be a lit icj pa ted to con- 
cetmare alnog ik banks of the 'print wrrami' l aricient ttifiUed 
warmounri) which drained it, but which produ^ pa]tmpw«t 
upon aif phntograpiu of the imnimw plaitu- 
Kalhcr than rotitirtctwal^widc wa and coot conduioni, R- VV. 
Callo^^ay predreatet i eold« dry^ and windy spcIL Tk CTtnc fuT 
hn foiccait n thai lower tempcfaiuret and markedly reduced 
evapocaticKi expUtn btgh water levels tn inland lakift^ rather than 
inetcaied tamrall. While earner eiiimtic interpretatrom require 
fx-cein%ideraiion« ik debate rcfnams open* bccanw there are other 
mnancet uf i^lciitoccnc dune lormaiicpiit in ^outli^aftcni Soui^h 
Aiisitaita arsd it Ijkc Menindee, where aecoiding to Tediord, 
pfuiKHinced ihdii iii |neeaiJiiig wtntk teem indiraied- 
wktt- ThcK ti furiheT cortHii:! inf opmiun cpneettiirtg prut-^tacial 

Gt.4ria]. cllmalic ebanpn. tn wep wirh earftn atfumpripnt about i 

cLmaTDi chntatEC optimum overtm, cvidemrc liai been adduced for a 

cetnpcratkirc rise cotidnncd wHh ifnenie aridity around ocod to 
4 O 0 d y^n ago irhc Crtar Arid Rcrioct). Keeenily* ooiiiiider,tble 
virieiy nf opinion on in overseas extent and iiUEjpteratioii wat 
expressed at rk Lond-nii confcmice* ^World Climate i'lnm 
Hqqq to 0 Bc*; comparable miigivingt exist ecneefnmg tk 
Austratun And PcfiiHi On tk negative 4ide» no ipcafic 


60 


Latidsiapf ^f}d Pi^Qph 

evidence hai been ronhenmin:^ bnm arcKacofctg^cjl exc^fationv 
li«i that may remit oiily 1mm (bat mny. Doubw ate mow cvidtitr 
m bntajtjcai mcarch, wlietc ImlKilo it l^ame aceepfed thit ni 
ihc aUence d' liacic bctanical daia* climaiic ehatign mighr be 
inferTcd fmm other diseipltnn; iheve toiictuwoiii iben meil 
ro explain ^rne plant dtstnbuftnn pmbleink Dnnald Walker 
hai cxpnwd ihc fallacy of thii circular appoach—there u no 
bmarticdi cvidetitc "which clemandi explanation ui climatic 
icfoii atird which canbe fudaicd ma wcU^dneumented clifftnology*, 

Taiiaaiujn botanim point tn man and niit nature^ a^( the agetii 
change. 

Indeed, Auttralian fvjdi™:e can k «dltcted rn fupport con- 
fliciiiig micrprmiinnt of pnw^glaciaJ climatic pknoinma, 

(imply becauit: Held te^careh ir teiincicd and dilTereTK special m 
invcfti|;aiiciniL Iwve nu< been syntbaiscd. Tltc evrdmct of Ingitcr 
lea^brvdi mt the Wewent Auuralun coaii comrihuier vital data 
for rht theory nfan aiitauc fisc nfthree mctreit yci tin luppmcdly 
equally stable caitem bcaclie%i tvo (uch shore lines occur.. Dune 
forma non m Vianrta's fertile Wcwrtn Distnci n eucd ar proof of 
dry lakes and Jusr^tiitms during tlic And I'enod; yet one 
(undorcJji icriet nf lunenet developed while in lelated lake wai 
full. Wind paiierm possibly fcimiiiect comrani mi the Alpine 
region; in tfic Wcwetn Dittnct prevailing winds Idcw fmm 
another quarrel Wepem Vrcroiian cviden-ct %urct piommcntly 
in diiciJssions» bui whether it was a typicai region seems open to 
questinit, IV milike die rest of Adiiraiia, n witneiiicd considerabfc 
volcanic aruvny from Jaw? Plciuneene limci in (cvi than 500O 
years ago; and Hath quntbm the uability uf iht loudr^ucrn 
enasttinc- The Arid l^encxl hai been advanced x% a plausible 
cKpUrunun lor (be exunciion of giani manupiali; appatenily 
ihrs fauna was altody extina. 

Indeed^ otic of (be ntosi rmpnrum difiErrcnces between cxn«cT 

Ainrralu in 174s* and at the liirif oFin firu senlemem. waj tto ■ auh* 

fauna. Plcisii>eene Aunraljii lupponed a divmitied and pninatily 
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(tcrbivtHDtu gu.nl aursupul iitiil avifauiu which h^d prvlifcuinl 
during lire Totijrj rime*. Eirlier upintim wu dui their cjctine* 
tiitn imcducd Min, jhliough ia d^ir irid cuuie wji nlHcun. 
Bcoiuie of thert bulls—Dijfrjfiidffl waj chc iisrc of rhirwemn; 
Another r^iudrupcdt Wri>rAmHiii wii bulloclc^pTopruirtnicdt 
Maciopoclidi (kjngaioi«) dwarftd modem iptcus; Hightlin:* 
birdir Gtuffitna .ind OriOMnur, matched tt>rnt Moa—ii waj 
deduced thiii tidand pljiiii weir luKitrunrlgr graiicd, and thai 
extinction foHowed climatically deiemuncd dnicritjon of ilieii 
pauiircfi During (lie Isiei Plcistwcmt, cxnndintt in twn 
etniic tninupinl [Thjfljcofcnniidae aindl Dipiof^>don^ 

ti(Lic)p iLi Itui twtmy genera and nuincrcjiij* ipccics* 

Recem icwarch tlfmntiiifata thar (he AWigtnes were ihcsc 
matutti* cniitcfnp<3tanc\ alihnugli im ilcfiiiiie "kill iMeMtas been 
found p Thine jncratjl ycttkn indeed dnoivcred pasiuimi new. 
After the jungles d lrnpieal Asia^ with ics aiitnidjini camrvefTous 
Cujiuip die iidand pLuiis posed couirasiis jnd chiltmgei^ Only 
one lubiiaiitul pre^wmed camiviyie comp:iaJ for die satnr 
htfbtviyroiti game- Tlnyiitcd^w mniftx, the lefipant^med 
^npial lion': Tfiyltf^ipinr, the martupial wolf wai 
Oihcr mamtipia]! bulked large hui wm eomparativeJy harmlrav 
The moil iinpiimiit ill cl iiivcsiigared to far centre upon Lake 
Mmittideep wlKtt barm of iwelvc extina giant marsupial speciei 
were recovered in p-mumed Ininuri 4 isneiaium. Time included 

Afid the brge maciapodidi 
(kangaii>fn}—PnifeprinfiMpH Sfkmrktf, PmmihTd^fx and 
ihe hiinzon fmm which mml ciime li dated* altcmatively, 

ii,Soo± 800 iM jAjIocH: ijoo iii*. 

At Keilitr, Dr A. Callus cjecavatcii a iimibr* hui less coni'' 
pwhemivc asrensbUge m a comotr dared anuiiid ycair 

agOp but ns assoctaiion wtih Man remains to be a ui bent leaded. 
D. Menilett reccmly furveyed die faiinj) cvidctICC from caves in 
loudnweiietn AuMtalUp Tiw remwm art vaned and lafe 
PlebtiKcne in Jgc; bin hum of Man’s prcucncc require artluco' 




%t]b«rjnrij(mn—obvtuiiil) M unporutic ptiryecL liJinuiid 
D. Cill jn;ity"Kd 4 Tsmil tamw cwlicctnyfi midc bst ccnfufy jii 
L ake C^ur^iili^c, wewem Vsaam. Ad age ibr a^3^>cuicd 
CujctcUa dvelh u i|,7oo± ajo BP I Y-'iyd). Stjme W4»ikm piciei 
til plate tliit evsdenxe in a acepiint, becauw j wtiglc 

ndifxrirbi^n dare i^n frediivatcf dkelli cduld be mnleadiiig,^ 
Rccdtt radiocarbon tctcateh on ^hell, eaibonate and bone 
povc^ diffieulnei for oeHej dated MmpW The mmi rcrcni dare, 
M,ioa±i|o UP i N.Z.-|Ki)^ 1% fi« demiiit from a Z>fpj'*jWan 
mobi, ai Unoicun ui South AiHtraha% Ftindctt Rangr^ Po^bty 
thn it mnilci^hiig. It h. reWaiii iliai an cvm yniingcr dertiiiie 
mi mat ion, from Uke Cilbhomia, Im been rejccied ai ctm^ 
lammarcd bv ^ounga caibonare^arurhod grointdwarer: a 
6500 rip tampfe from Lake Menindec altci proved unreliable. 
Ai iIk other inid of tttc !t€alc« muFUiMiii |'T£itrr ftian 17,000 
ycart hat-c been nbtained for the fauiu in Tavmawta, WtMcrit 
Auwalia atid l.^ke Calbboiitia* 

TIk liid diat rhetc matuvt beatn mrred in Lake Cjibboinia 
perhaps 4(i«000 ycir^ agti, pmmnably in drying iwanip>, m.tv'Cs 
aik warning agazn$t a iiiuphuic cKplaiiation 0} tlien ptcinerion 
perhapt twmry<^ 4 !ivc iniUejum later, ai catiieJ by ihe omei of 
jriduy. Jt n relevaJU tliat they inhabited glacral Taimaiib at the 
umenme, and surely, ifafidtry atfetfuiitaieij tl^tti iti ihe Ccmtief 
ihn fjtTot can not have openued m Tasmania, Wbaicvir the 
rau\e» id itic grcai eKnnciionp they mou be appheabte rn all 
rcgtniiL. and expLun why tin relict t^mimuniitet lUttiived. 

rievioiti diiiikmg hat been emidirhmed bofli by ilie bchd" tn 
tuilihimcrbiui pauinevaud by thcknowlpcIgeoTpieiieiit [cmmed 

luboan nf CCTrain maT^upyl tpectck Ga!InwJy^ ntcfcnroltigical 
rc^imerpxctanpa imphet i\ut vcgciaiinn ofgwitf ifiarsnpul tmtiti 
may have ipaner, and cornhttont Im congenial than coiv 
jectiired. CtOp eoiifciitj from at Lake C-albbotina 

wemiuiilaj JO tticontenipmaty talibiitli vtgeijtin*i*and MctTilcei 
inggcitt dui thmbby planii. wm tfn normal dicf. t Auiirafta'i 
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living nunup«l, ^BTey StJimafoaJ Itvei 

in iciTn^9iiii tcgnwM.) The bei ili 3 t il*( t*xliiit,‘i liuiiu tiifivtd w 
xre^t li divene an Cjlbbonra, TawiJiiu ind 
Aimralu mdkjt« coi»iderab|e adapiabilify; jnd re«a«li i» 
fHuving lUai wiilmi itcon (jmci umilTcr minupial^ wae more 
tolcraiii gcijgnphKaUy ihjn wai hitherto believedi 
1 be T 4Hnaniiin Devil ^ Siirtsp^iliw Ltrrfrnl iia grnui cxjitiplc. 
Nnw leitncted to Tninwiiu ,» few hundred jicm agw it itiltabiKd 
VicTorM, labilefemiim itcciir m Uecepi and IMeittirtactw coiiteittt 
ihtnughout louthetn AumaliJ, including ibe barren NulUtbot 
iHatn. Tk Mrtvaihwi d a ioot>>yc.ir'old ipccuncn in I’jdypidii/ 
melt ebcftcT. ncjr Oetipclh. extends i« raiig^ inm thr anptfs, 
i.fOO mile* fwm iis nearcH recurded oceiiitoict. Anoilwr i.pcctctf 
now known m hate a wide and Receni vuutKem contiiiettfal 
tiittribuiinn, »ilw Tasmanian roirttiptal wolf (Thyboiru/J. 
lUN Ano In i 1 k case of sueh tmallo mantipiJils ih™" clitoiwkigical and 

sohCiE* geographical range it ifi great tbiU chmaric rrcino caiuioi have 

EXtncriioK caused then regHinal csdiietion. h «ctnt posnhlt that it was MaUt 
not Naiuic. wlio conliiieii then dnmhuiinn. It n prcmauirc lo 
ccinciude tliai Man alio extcTminaicJ (he piani mrxmpiab. 
alilmugh b<«h Mcirilcrt and June* rccciiity advanced cogent 
atgumenrt for concoiiuting upon ihi* hue ol^ mcaiclL 1 am con¬ 
vinced of its ngtijlicaftcc, ahhough it pcinfli^t with my car icr 
opinions. 

Three Cicttui ate relevant to Mari’s advent. The ft*f coneernt 
possible teleciive huiuiiig techmejuci of favoured flwd anmiaU, ot 
tlowa species. I’ctbaps more impnnani were tlw tonicqoeiiccs 
of Mail** accidenral oi dcbbenic firing nf die vcgcionim, Gifl^ 
and Jackson astembled convincing evidence indicating tliai 
txtcniivei»ciiofTasinainan vegctatjon were rrausttiTmed aiititrtv 
pogcnically, where file fictiucncy was an impottain ccol^iCJ 
jgem iti ma iniainitig trackways etett through dense ram foicst- 
On tlie rrumlaisd, whcir extensive burning was in ethntiSTJP”’® 
leatjty, similat efleew are suggested. Indeed, tf l^leiitiiceive co«' 
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dttimii on tht mhod pliiim wnt dfj Jnd wrndy* dTf/mtiTn 
m^Y have proved caiaHiophiCi 

line mM saiiiyt hUaw m I he coiutfV iUiori ciT nalivt 

CiufU m pi<liutLmc Aniiwlu the mtaduuum of the 
Abortgiiul diigi f\K dingo. Howcvcti thne h intcvidoicc ui 
pftMTice clufiiig the Pleiiiocertr. Tt^ abienct in Tiiinitiij h 
interpreted to tncin ituT h% ttitrodi^crintt pcFst^daied the fotimrion 
of Ban Srtftfr* some 11 *000 ywn jgo. There have been few 
:irchacob>giCHt1 djscovmte of Hie moit a 

complete dedeton—urai ttxonuruacd by N, W. G. Macintodi, 
fmni looo^ar^ld bones m Ffomm's LandiJig. More tecerwly* PUm 
liitthet remami have btm excavated in South Auuiitij, where 
4t Ml Burr rock ^hehtti dingoes were pttienr bt^een toOC’ and 
15000 ycin ago. Although carJjcr northern evidence should be 
forthcomings dingoes miy not !uvc asstsicd dtc tMcisiPCcrie 
extinct lorts and cetumly did not tti Tasmanu, Tlictr latct role m 
dimjtuttng imanit tpecics ur mirictiitg dimibuium tif recent 
laitna« JurweveSs cannot he tinder'eitimated. 

h it evidcni that Man colonned Auttralia diirmg ihc epodt of 
the LsgerfaiJiia* ainl that they possibly co^xnaed tor a lorqg pctioiL 
There 11 no cvickncc of a sudden mais exttnenon oi die larger 
marsupulr, jud as the proem of imaJler^ipecies exirrinmaemn 
conuimed regiutiahy until biiurfic ittnci, climatte (actors kem 
msconvitictng. As ff n unlikely that huiucrs emU dimtnaie 
iiutticmui specses totally over the continctir« and at dicdnigo was a 
latr^omcr* it sccmi probable ihai ihcsolmicin lia m vcgetatioiwt 
changes induced by human aitivtiics whidi afTecied both 
hctfaivnrts and flightiest brtk 
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Etimohistory 

THf Abotigiml lidufeicmn nf tbc CotoJiy of Victcnu aic an Efiarw^ Ware, ibep 
h^htfs hawfva' ji it tnucli ffdtti rwtwiiy cKi'Hire; lEcjf hivc nooriiCT 
jbbtnutivf tubtincnre bu^ by wnjdefirn; owf ^bc cflunoy m whifb piovidtrire hat 
{tUtcii threit. 

w«i^UAM TiH>HAS, < ttm 

a^$\:hinc 2 i y^ars ftM a biiinaH g^wraitcHi incj ibe con- 
tcrv^axi^c figuic of 15.000 ywrt for tbc hutnan occupirion of 
AuMtilUp iDOd gieticfitiotu of men h^vt clapwd; 41 lean 3 W of 
ihctn have enjoyed «hc companifJiislup ert the ii«|^ H tiirdt<l(i 
cuiinatc ff yeafi for m AUingmil gcnreimiti it .idofKcJ.* tht 
same penfid priHiijecd gcottatimji. I 3 cip*(c eubinal a^wi 
tcchnologicit chai)(;c) wnh time a*wt adlp^aTn•pm with pla^i 
ilic AbtJtigmiii fciponsc to AiiAr^lian coiiditiont was j^^cmTally 
iimilar iikl u mmi valid iii ipply terms iuch a* Abiiiigmiil 
ii* dcipHt iSic fempofi! and vpaml pirtills involved 

in sQch gciitTalifjrums^ This is a primary l'a<i of Auvralun 
Innory and a b^sic hmiutioct which irt prehisrnnsm face, bc^iwc 
the turvivmg aichacologicif evidence 11 itnttcicd btith m tis^ 
vanefy And tnterptefalive ptiicniiil. For rctonmoctir^ibc baiif vt 
uKtety £Hi t\tc evt of liuro-peiD occupnon^ lujwrvcr, ibcic arc 
crhnograpbic and cthnohisuvricat totircn m u|t» btW thew 
bt tned with fcnraini hccaute many chanjces occurred since * 7 ®^ 
which ditron tile pmpccttvt Tim chapta aiicmpis la synthiatic 
iIk vanauh soiircei avaiUbSe in a ikitch of the larct nf 
AhofigiiMl fncliitimy; Tatmatiiin prebtSTory ti treated 
where. 

AKOHioiirAL ITic exploiurivt rcehinques nf ibe AWigron wcic limited 
iiiioKouv 10 cambfiioltam nf hiiriUiig^ fiiiliing» gatbenng foragnig 

ictivitiLt. Tlicy piiawcd neiilicT agikiiliurc nnr wmpIcT 
culture and ncv^ei dnmnntatcd any indigciKitit iiumjls^ even 


66 


EthnMit&fy 


iliiigiMs which ilnry fimoiiiic^ Inn Ap]t3tctiil| rurvn fully domtui'^ 
nrcd Mc mcittf of thtit fnad xhm rhcy trtrievni fitr thctn* 

Aborigiiwl life waj nmniskdic^ while the nijnibcf« frFqtwiwy iiiid 
disiCJiiicc (}f then ihift& dcpaidcd iipcti local cqiiduKim. On the 

Lfiwa Muirjy Rjv©" ij sctfin pfobjhk tlui cjjnp^ wfdiin 
reuncicd liurjliiiei v/m ij^mi^pcrmanttiip arid ilii^ applied atw ri> 
etna in favonubk i oastal 4» e^narinc untatmni, PcMfibty 
'Fhomton wirncncU *hc cxti^riK in ncaf^sicdcntaty habiti m 
ejisicm Cape YorL He lived fm five rnonfhi dnnng Tp-S with 
The fishing and dngong^hunitng *sandbcdc1iincn' id OHem Cape 
York. During thi^ pcrji»J^ tamp wm moved six limes but the 
disiafiee wrvci cxcctded about |OT yards on cieh oorasiotL Bui 
all dicic Imlities weic excepiimtally rich in fcNnl tupphesand die 
{K^pulaiinn demines observed in mme aieas of Cape York and 
crustal Amhcm L4ud were possibly atypical ofearlier prehmoric 
pracrice. Apparcnily in lace prehmone iimes ihoe nofthcni asca^ 
wcT€snb|ect to Papuan and [iidonnuii techiiolngtcal mHpcnce$i 
luch iit dngi^iui e 4 itioei, harpcKJiii md meulp whkh probably 
enaHcd a tnotr cfliciait, iiiEenuvc and dating exploir^uiuti 
mariiK lanurm ihati wii possible with ttadkonnal craft and 
fishing gear, although wheibct tint retulted tn a greater popiiLnion 
density if ennyecturah 

Tile runher poisilntity cainioi be ovethsuked tlwi aldiougli 
wunr iircas studied by anthrupok-igisis were superficially *pie^ 
htunne^ in voetal atid econinnk srtuctiitc tiicy liad been 
mfinmeed mdirnitly by difTuoon of nkas pmmtKf^l by EuFopctii 
activitKik hot example* 50 yean bdott Tliomsori nudied ihf 
dugnng huntm of Cape Vockp a vtsitoc ui Somcnei at the entrante 
to Toitef Strait rctnatked that 'Cape York n a win of cmptyrium 
df bivage wcafKim and nrtumcnti-* iiumpean muienm cuTaturf 
ikiauld nnee his warotitg 1h.1t tlie police irjuioijed at Se^mmret 
sold euritft 10 passing ship^ 'Hence all kinds of uvage weapons 
(including tItc bow] have found iheti w^ay into hughih 
collections the labd "Cape At an example* I 
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noted m ilw Gigltoli coltraian jn the l^rgomii Mutctiftt, x 
Lupcobijilun tpcii fHiitit (No. I) whidi K I^nrtbuicdcnCape 
York* 1A75, tnu whith 4 \ 4lttiu« ceiuinf^ it\( Admiralty lilandt 
ortgin. 

In le >4 laiYiuTcd areai of the <x>iuinoir, hawtv^* cimpt were 
moved ifinre fncquenrly and over greater dirtancci: to dues xm% 
It wii uirneitmev 1 dxf% trek 10 ilie iwxi rock pool. Will 14m 
Thom^w wiro hvtd with the Abofiginct in I he ^vtll^waicied 
Me 1 !>otinie area froni i * (within i'oui yean of Eurdpca^i 4 etile^ 
merit > remtded flur camp wav diiltd afiei ahnio three dayk 
Even in wettern Cape Yotk, Thomtori faimd tbxi ihcdry ifJion 
wiA -ipcnt wandering in the Ivmicrland* apparently ar vomc 
diwanct firoiii the coa^ wctAcaion afca. 

Thii regtmeti mhibked rlioie leehiiologiCid development 
which leave nirfitl maieiial tram (m btet eKcavatori- llicte was 
little incenriveta huitd prmanent hniincv or expetimoit with the 
ttnrage or ptevetvanan Thera tv record nftlx hoarding of 

giras& i£e<h in Central AiitfralLii nr of suti^dtying ftcih and Irmt* 
but rueh iKentteneei were limited in place and volume, Thit 
doev ruTt imply rtiai the Aborigineii wm impinvidcni, bv* that 
diRWultics were too eorrtplar. Even where condtriom pamittcd 
fairly wdenuiy habitccfcmnnial and oflict loctal demands or 
the lea&tnijJ attracttiitti of vome locally abundant (ood voiirce, 
provided the uimiilui rnr movemetiL Domesne pi>tws5ion'^ 
therernre were few and utiliratian. They ttemded to be ItgtiL 
preferably iRiiltferpurpcnc and no more numeriuii oi hulky th^ 
a man and hii wife* or wives could cafry on a dayS hike* Crnive^ 
quetitly, woven fibre or PjifdaniUi'palrn bankers* bair-^tig 
papcf^bark bags bark coiitarum and wooden ^coolainfyn 
ciitiervcum^water ctuuatnen were hetter adapted to Aboriginal 
Plura4 iifcd^ fhiir pottery. The only ceramk^ in pra^Eumpean rimct 

wexT the pcutv diacaided by the frepangers 
cstLiMA An economy in miicna) equipment war characim^k of every 

*LAi 3 e^ habint, bui wai mon ettiking in Central AuMtaha. During then 



lubinul but itbittnciJ rutmadivn, (Ik women cjmcd llw *hoiJte« 
potieisioni—4 wooden dtgstng uidt, ^nd m cmiI weiilia 
a iiictticls, bcmg the proc items. The hiinrer nafetted l^hr, with a 
imafl but letvurhahly acUpublc roohkir which coinistcd td 
wooden implements, u^mt of whurli wett luried wilh uurlc ni 
bunc. One oT itwK was i inii)ti''pnipotc none fcnile wUh a iciui 
iuittbgtip, or reutviuried woodim handle, wliieh Spencer Atid 
Citten tnincd 'Iciltra'', A tetm whiclt has been applied liMtwly to a 
inuttty' of AimraUan tools, bur which it better used m thii 
ongtnal rc»ricrivc kivic. Lei lira knives earned by men wcic 
titually massive, pointed trigoiul primaiy Hakes {blddes}, A 
colIeetKHi oC 91 such haHed knives was measured its the South 
Aitsmitaii Musaim^Tiic lengidi^ (handle »t grip included) 
tan^ hum nine cim to twenty^two cm. (mean if*f cm.) aisd 
iJi^width of iinne blades varied b e i wo en }'} cm. and t‘<s cm. 
(mean 4-4 cm.)i »nljf thirteen fpeeimeni bore cnees of twondaiy 
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retouch. ConvfT^etf* kmm bj Ccntml Ausrrjltan wotnrri 
poi^i«ed hbdn u^h1c^l cxtcrrijvely trimmed, w ith rnunJcJ 
ds^al einli- Tlim acc jUu IiUsr Julied blades tii etlinnpaphic 
cntiraiftm with CAttTuIEy Miitiicd cxtirmusc^. A tcmpiriblc 
bbdcr WJt cxMVAttd fiom hie Jq^itiiv .li KRnnff<ri\'c, wutbmi 
QttceiTnIjnd. 

Ai fhiinicd hbiifl df exiciiy tin: tame foum a* kiSira arc kmm n 
aI«> <11 liaw ictved ai ipCAJ pouiit and a% tiie Ireadt laf %hwng 
pickvovet wide iiratp M winiU ptnvedjHicult Qa on ae chicnliiglst 
Aistgn a funeihwi in i^ibted miuw: cfimpunciiti. Even 

pf>^;vd>lc micttiiftjpic- inaljTn itI wie ttatiurc ii mmimiffiJ on mivii 
ipccimcri% .11 coane^fAined qiunziic ennwnutev the ciimntfMirtJ 
raw truitiul Indeed^ thrsc ptniiK arc %a tiinpk in (onn ihAt the 
mjjitnty Kiuld mn l»e rrengrUMd ii impkrncutv d 3 «i™:t bom 
rritxied wiiit mjtenaL Baldwin Spemret waicbiid ilie pndttctimi 
trf ificic lung hhdt% in Central Atiimtlij and nbvrtvcd ihai r»i 
e^cry Jxcepcatiit hbde» a wire of tmnbT tppcinicm wai ducarded 
by the kriapptr. On one a firm non 41 Cjmtxivveal. nonh^eiwrt 
QuifntLindi W, RcmIi waidred fintr old irrdi smke off a tioaJ 
of 300 flakes befm uiie wai cuniidmd viiiiablc fm (ufiing -ti a 
temk bhde. The Ahciogirtet alcmg Cooper *1 Ci«lt mode 
jrclucobigicai conliMmo ranfomidcdk by placmg gum liifis 
over ibarp^edged Hikeiof fine^iuied itunc« The tooJ^i function 
ai a cunirig implement it ttndoubted, but sucti jailiei Ibtmlesi 
flaket wtnild be ebs^ified ai Vaiit" by any rypulogiit: yd when 
icenai a ima, if iicvidcnr that the flakes were pnsducetl jcenidmg 
(oa pancnii and tkn they were fharpi cffieieirt nwU. N* B. Tfudile 
Im docummeed a littiilar tcetiiiuldgicAl snuatton in the Weiron 
Desen legum uT South anci Western AuuTalij, 

TIw moa mcttvidiial items of equipment, and mm wbdi tray 
prove to have been indigenout inventjonv w-crc ilie nib adze 
ehiic)) m Cenujt Amtialu and adapfancmi; of spear^hrowen 
wtih none adjee^flakes iiiuLttiied on one end over a widet am* 
The Tula handle wa* graispcd with both handi and worked 

ftj[ $ 5ijiH4|T niJrjf fTMrCITrti knrff, ftjTYf *CtW|W 
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wiTcb the opcntcH, Im 2 voiiety dTcuitini;, iluving, iticifinij ^ntt 
uoopitig ptirpnwi. Thf Hone working edge T«iuiwd coiHinua! 
inKarpening, which mulled in a iiep'^iaked, utidercui edge- 
pri^tmif'e rnodifiniinu, due ro fe«iTinTintng and mcning die 
flake tn »t odhcifvc itumx, muticd m dccrcaning «m- At » 
cotteequcncc, thcjc cHuacKtildcally sicp'dakcd lula adte* 
flakei, with ihetr dmttC'jngled, pJjiii unking pbrfotimi and 
relaiivcly hroid dupe, arc an impottant lechnnlogicat aid 
cultural indicator 00 archaeological tiio. Bmb iheir known 
diuribuiinn ar ihc time of ctiiiucf. and then archaeolugio! 
occuncnce IS rDcuued painculatly tn Centtal A uirra I la. although 
dw diimhuitun map h bated itn generdutd nilict than ipeciSt 
data. Thii tubjcct ii> daborated m ilicncxt clupier. 










There aie atio rtunjr hiJied chisd^hkc tooli whole cuttmg 
edgn eqttiut of icmple iiiiinmmeii or fir^ulat retooehc^t Aakd^ 
ctnbcicing a hreud rruirpholo^cd winch bek the ttwiy 

iUrdiud tiiU ro4turei. CoRit4m mh^rpmrttg oT iudi flikci pro-- 
duced <^|nRuab1c utidctcul edgn ^nd rodiKvd dte. Agwi, 
borh tdl||^Sk]9 4nd rhac undom fbko nuy haV'V been reverted 
til rheir adhesive cEucn^c, lo rhjt tKc oppertife edg^ fee bufb«r 
lorfirc) becime die working face* frequently, ttaket worn on 
both nuigriu lo xUax die ends became poinied* were rurtfacr icKTi 
wdh a pointed tip territ^^an engraver* McCarthy termed a tula 
adacdUkc worn on both mirgiiifp i *burmi' adb^Hflakc- Ofiier 
wofkcrt portthly employ the larrer term mme boiety w dnetibe 
moll noivmla rypcis The diihciiby is that a nila adiodlakc may 
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Kavc ill itacs dr»i4u^nd^c ^rikin^ pUtlnmi rcmiivxil+ so flui 
It cannot be <liidngui^hHl f^^^m v^am ipccimmi of the gcncriliicd 
vanetjf. 

Gianrtd that tula acjsEc^flakcs act widely* fccogntMblc m many 
ic^ioru^ but ihar fhey newer occur iij othmi while *bumn"^lik!t 
citampici ate diirribiitcd both cotic^^rdantly and indcpendcnily, 
il doci seem that iW difTcreniLarion may piHuss cmliura] m itch* 
iiologk-al lif^iAcancc. For eitampU* m ccnJial atcas, both Jypc$ 
ueciit af haried cihn(>^aphic specimens or in remnant prehittonc 
surface cnHectJuns, hut in eautrti^ ajid possibly 

Kirtic wcuem md msrtliern arew, tub adic^i?ak« are cnnspictj-^ 
ouily ahsenr. Ciiniiuily, die Victufian burder was mpecicd by 
uim of all variettesH Nadicr prehivonc not eihnngnphit 
«c am pics airt recorded within that state* although borh burreu and 
fula lypc^ occur along adjacent South Australtan ureidics of the 
Murray Rivet. 

In addition ro those tixik intended pritrurily for heavy chop^ 
ping* gougtng and inciting activiiiest in tomr arcat speat- 
(hmwm WOT equipped with adzr-'fUkcs foi test vigorous 
fnnctions. In the Wesfcm Dcsot icgton^ sticli took were used for 
mamictunce pnrpcsci, to repau radicr limn to mjmuikcture 
rmpkmenu. Tlicrdbrc they served runaiotis appropriate to 
spokc'ihavies, eiifpawcn or krlively for wkicb purposes ihc twiv 
iunded grip wi\ unnceestuy, tn iheic iniiancei, whili: the pfoxi- 
nui end of the fpcamhrqwrr served as such an adze, the boai 
curved^ eciiira] ponioii w'li used on ccrcmoiiLal occasions fot 
mtxmg ochres m holding blood md as a parrying slick; it alio 
nude an admirable scoop for digging our lizards 

In rrnpical Cape York* the enlarged panel in the middle of 
the rpeir-ihrowTr uibstiiutcd for a pafrymg shield. However, 
because of t!ic nch resoisrcci in Cape York ajid Amhem Land, 
c?rrreine economy m equtpmenr war leii evidcfit, although 
adapiatioti to local materials wai uriking, Man implemenii and 
utcmili wm made from various plant leaves and bark^ 


"4 





didtf tpifiK, ihirk (nth 2nd Jiictv;7r!i^ An 

ocimple tif cfficitncy m crploTOiion afrttourcts w 4 s obfcrved by 
Thomson in Csipc York. Dugong^humoi oisd 2 foLLt'fiiind 
fnpe mjdc ftom the strong^ ductit^i bjst of flibKeUf tHia^fUi fot 
ii^^pooni. One rcipc me^^urtd 199 feci Inng, yet u u^ttglicd only 
foul jnd a h^lf pounds 

Thii emphaw upon ihc use of genera Upurpfnc implements 
And pcmhiblc maicmb emured th^r tioirndJy few mAicnal tmuri 
of everyday life lurvived for the archacDlogisi. Yet (lie meagre 
noo-^jtik tenKmus—adae>fiakc$, none ktUft 

blade*—institute theeviiitnoe ffom whirh prehisinriani define 
'eiihures' in the Uier prddstorie phase, unless they also draw upon 
(he ethnographic and cthnalintork evidence, (hereby mking 
erroneous idennficauont and anachruniscic attnbutions- 

Ai Abotiginal ecoiMimy m^u parasiuc upon the cnvuoitmcni* 
iE tin posed further irchaeriingical diubilitkiiH Becauie food u^at 
not hoarded, die fotitgcf ate what wu available. Because of rbe 
nuhilicy fo preserve meat and seasonal faoors affecting avadability 
ofgamt^ ihts meant iha( ennnary (O popular belief. Abongnvai 
diet was to a large cxfcnf vegetariaD, Mcggitt noted iha( the 
Walbirj people niliabiting arid bndi tubsttied on a diet which 
was pouibly So per cent vegetartan, while fimher wen agaiit, the 
Bindibu (Pmtubi) groups studied by Thomson were nrstaitied 
on fhm (bods for weeks at 4 timer Thomson^ and aho McCarthy 
And Me Anil ut, had fbimd previously thit plants w^eie always 
impomnt Kcrni in besh rropkal Cape Vnrk and Arnhem Latidt 
and in some leatmti they provided ibe leaple dwi. In such arcai« 
wasthetdhrr (he women and mu (he more waiuoquc hunim who 
provided most of the menu and who ground or pulped the wedii 
rows or fnjii collected{ tlicy also caughi many ie|Htle$» the most 
tommiKi flesh food and pioteitt uiiucc m wibtri Cimutty; and 
on the tmptcaJ ciuti they lupphed crabt and diellihh. 

Tlir probiem facing an archaeologist aware of the general 
ethnographic dietary pmtrni ts that hb diflicuhia ait miiliiptiedp 
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Umilly, mta upon upen cjmpAiui wmilii mwi 

perish* bm if ihfy did it ii Itkriy lo be itaiurdty fleeted 

evidence: TixuJ bnrtctsnd ihclfi mjy he ptcurved but pbmtetttAtm 
will nm he- Coiwqnenflyf an Auiirahan prehmnTian n aware 
that the mu[!;ic excavated iauiut fcmain.^ may imply trraneuusly 
ihu fi&h wii tiic dietary bavi$ of a iivcollod hunting »>cicty. The 
icjiiul divtiion ufbhoui which provkiuned die group Aud die 
organic uicusiJy to garba and prepare any vegetable foodt 
have probably gone berynnd tecilh cKccpt for rbc presence of 
ubiquicoui griod^>nes. 

Tlierc js alio ibc q ucAion of penonaJ prdetaict. ft k probable 
rliai during pre^paunral rima n was casiet to obtain minimal 
fiKKt and water lupphei and ihiv may hast allowed fbtler tcope 
for seasonal sdeciivity of food^ It n tclevani in note MeggitrS 
obtervation (hat ihc Walbin did tioi gather certain planu which 
were eaten by otlia tribes but wtiosc taste did uck appeal to them, 
wliilt tn good fcUiOiis smallct. lest palaubk ricaiutei weie 
Ignored, Early settim at Sydney reecifded a maiketl prel"cr«iM fw 
fill! by Wal Aborigines white cnntmipooiy Tatmanraii teui-^ 
mony iinanntionily nbitcrvcd ihar Tasmantam never ate fith- 
Fujihcr« 1 1 the locial group occtipymg a site had poufively avoided 
dang certain corerojc animah, rhri would make for diumtion of 
flic archaeological mterpTeurion of its faunal record. 
wfiinA Two artai of tropical offer extraordinary examples of 

suKis selectivity m diet and in Waiion of rcfuie tips. Thoe are the 

titnncnse ihrll mounds at Wcipa, Cape York, and Mihngimbi 
Uland, Amhem Uiut At Weipa there t$ a variety of shapes, 
ranging tmm cncub/ mnunds m loiig^ ueep ndgn reacliing a 
Pbir maKimum lieight^^aboiu tluiryfm. Some occm with m exiiting 

mangmvc swamps while oihen are half a mile from preieni high-- 
tide nufk, but the br^se example! ate ti:)cated about aoo yaidi 
diuanr Itom tim Ics^f Tlicsc large depodiii eonsiit chiefly nf 
cockle tbeUi, and excavation has dMiwn that they accstmulatcd 
Iff ittti Coneentmtnfii u( charcoal, faunal remarm and some 
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md Ix^nc Jinficte pmvf ihit mnurfdi wm dccumu' 
bred through iiuifi^n ;ii;tivi[ic^ 

UtipKi: theu hciglit ami cotinned and unccimfnmblc^ 
they were papuJaf tiinp tucL W, E, Kiitb viwtcd them rit the 
hit miieitenih century and uw hut^ aiid HfepUcevdti rnporieimr 
tnutitidv. In cna^al Cape Ymh, Thi^mitHi ftiuiid iktt fhdlhdt 
eaten ji 4 wet tea$ 4 >n imd ibciefoie the m«^|jndt may be 
intcrpTCted a pref erence for cam ping on a •A-^iedogged 

fandicapt. Snppoti fm iha wa« piovidcd by Rckthi wJmiUgge^tcd 
dut tlic iiccp climb wai worrh wlnle^ m ati dUtfr m etcape ihe 
uvagn mnrM^tmoet ami Miidflia* If sv tmeretthig fhai ceplora^ 
rory eircivaiinm^ by R. V* S. Wtight tccovacd fiutty h--ptiinied 
bones^ which arc tntnlai m rhn« dewnbed for the region by 
Thomson at being compoiicnti of fithing tpcari» harpooiiv, 
lirh^bnotiLt and orftet itetm m die lecent AWtgirwl naol^ktu 
Thru lixe and inn nage proven decq^iiv'ie, bcoiiv^ Iei judge Titmi 
OUT nf thcmi iheir acciimulatmn cnmporaiivdy rapid. 
Radiocarhrm lamplc^ cotfcrcTcd by Wnghr pmved that a twelve-' 
fiHH^higli mound h lm than a ihntmnd yean i>ld. 

’T 1 x Mihngimbj did I mniindi weir ci iciilj t or oval in diape^ 
atid befur?: must v( (hem were detTroyed tlir auftdd coiiimtcuoti, 
teVdfai artaiiYcd i Jieiglu nf um ao and a diami^eT of pahapi 
yo fm. Ai ai Wcipa* ihcy vary tn rheit dnEtstiux from h^'tiJe 
marie, bur an Itm’dyiiig Milingimbi^ tlic appnYache^ to must of 
fheni woutd be manltjf durtng tbc wet sca^jn. bxtavaiiom by 
Lloyd Warner m 1957 and McCiitthy and Setder m tv +8 have 
diown ihji Abiifigtiul Itcartht ami ipntadii tfnnc mth uceui 
ihrtmgKout tlieacciimulatlnni* whidt ate predLimmjinly cocklei^ 
althnugb gamnpnds arc com mem. In t 9 fHj \ collected chatroal 
1 mm near ihe ba«f of Carrkr mound, one of rlie larg^ heaps and 
ongnully ovet an led high. As quinyuig ictis^nitrs had (cinoved 
in cemre. ihe Mmpk was taken from near the pcfinwtct. whac it* 
age Wat * |0j+ ao jreatt ( a i> 1 As will be went dietbeUs 

war liKiicly piled and intact. 
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Tkt Prrhistoty oj Auftrata 

Howe-.'cr, af nui'by Maunar Well, which ti partly enctosed 
by a low temictrculiir ihell mound Dvei|>rowti with nutuic 
nnd uec», the sheLh are compacted and frafinciited. T wo charcoal 
umplet collected near The biie of the mound iiidkaie that itt 
accumulation Ixgin m the dftli cenrury hl, W. Uoyd %'atner 
made Autvahan geochronolu^ical hmory here m ig27, when he 
cut down tamaiind ircer m order to fltab1»li a rrmfiHHi pott ^urm 
fof tlie midden by dcndrochToaolugical inveuigation of thcii 
tnmka. At that ttage he found that temaniidiH fndm hu 4 gmwtb 
potimi umuitahle for tuch aiudyi^H, Despite it& alluiivc name, no 
unr hat recovered Macassan icJlci front Macanar Well didl 
midden, and its aiini;|uny ohvioojjy prc'darca any trrpangmg 
activtna tn the am. 

To judge fiont hmmica) record*, it h likely that in cool 
temperate regiotu wlicie pretervatum wai less difftcnii, deib 
loodt wcie relatively more imponam and that vegetable* provided 
variety taihcr than the buu of mosi meals. 'Thcif stable jub- 
tiuencc f*ic},.. wa* the kailgarDo,’ wtoee William Tlionta* of 
the McTbuumc Abottgiuei: Eyre and Bittugh Smyth ctmfitm 
thucmplusii oti matiupul. fish and lowl foodt in pam of South 
Aiiitialia and Victoria. Indeed, on take* and tivett, fowling wa* 
of major dietary importance, to an extent pwssibly greater than in 
any othei pan of Auiriaha. On the other hand, the technology of 
the people they dcioibcd wai chafactertted also by limphcity. 
poruhility and adaptability. 

In touih-castem Auttrilta at the dawn of it* huroty, ofleniivc, 
delentive and hijtitiRg weapon* w'ere made almoK exclusively 
horn wooden or other organic maicnaJt, and when compoiiic 
tool* wrrr prrt'erfcd, o^nie iuppiies such as tecds and bone ww 
srieeted ruber than stone. Everyday ioiplemeiit* carved fiom solid 
wood mcluded a complex variety of clubs, thift>wing<iiicks and 
boomerai^, shields, imm spcin and many i^at^thmwciik 
Almost tlse only compofoe toots iodising stone woe cdge-gimund 
4X0, tome of them very imalJ and mounted chitchlike, wuh the 




biirt in I clrii %ikk, jiikI fighfifig ipcmt birbcd with j4g{;cd Jiid 
untrimmed sraiic dn^% fixed m wm. It uitely imnic ilm 
the ^ppelLition *vtone age* wai t'oifrcd un sooeitttf $ucli 
rhest 

Ah hough theit wcioden took Mjeic richly decorated wiLh truriicd 
linear and gceimeitic dcugm» there k no evidence thai prehiuafic 
VictorijiK evo halted tinm: 4 che^Siikci em tubi of tpcjr^ 
rhrowerv Urey tooned m ilrcttuiive wmJ working rcchnk[iici» 
Jt times using the rnuuatnrc tdgc-^rnuntk cnd'h^ffcd chiitkp 
Nprmally, Wwcvtr, ilieir gouging and engtavutg tools were 
nunupiaJ indsciTS. Adapeauotti of lower jawi of 
wallaby nr kangatixi jl% tonli were virtually unrvenal ™ mairiJatid 
Amiralu and ihe mfrcquimcy oTrderettee m cheir utc it perhaps 
due to an ovcr^mphaiis by mndem wotkett upon took, 
and nn the adzcdlakc m prciculai. 

Single incisfifs mounted on tiicki weie used iii tome areas 
mcluditig Cape Vork, btn moie often ilac etude |aw wu matiicd^ 
(Ik ixuK ptDvidittg a finti Iscd fiit ihe tnckiit and a gitp for ihe 
uiet^ Cciuiat Auiaraham added a gum halt to rhe atecuding 
ramus while m Queaisland and Vremria wtiodcn handles 
were attached with iincssri or fibre. Brortgh Smyth was the firw 
lo derenhe this implcincru, which he immsd 
and tile actual ^pecimeti which he figured rn i^7$ preserved. 
The inoJ was drawn towardi (Ik uver^ and i!ie fine Buted groove 
which It tefi has >tampcd look dectmted m this mampcr ai dis^ 
imeiive craft |ptc>dtjcts. li evident that diK widely used lool 
termed muttjIuoctHrns metudif^ mctiuig and drilling holes to 
uonc t 5 uruiig;ap and thar H lubuiiuied as huiin, dtillp diisd aiid 
even as tkin^tcraper. Because rmia of die iiiciKsn in eihnographin; 
specjmeni examined are broken or wnnii this fracture diuuld 
make If posstble to idcutify exea^ratedexampln. At MabrigangcTT. 
Andicni Latuf, Dt C. White ntiuvjred two waflaby uiason tn 
eoartm daiiiig tfuin modmt ro ftcoo bi^, both of which hoie 
uw^luss and one wai worn and Inokm. 


Pkta 49 1 atp 


KNGIIAVIIIU 

tools 


Pktc |A 


llur 11 


79 


Thf t^hitrcry Aif^nshd 

^KtM Coldrr muilimi condtiiiMi^ rh^ m^inUnd AUmgiiiri 

11 ^ vh-icat clarhmg, u^idt poisthli: cv>ni4:qiitncnf^r riter jirduccJogjiral 
record. Wrmcn «TimmtnTvmnfy to (he pTomincnccofmjirsupial^ 
»km dressing ^nd i4:wmg in iliily life. iLjih ilic 

witmcM JtiJ molt ^uuablc aoitrul pclii^ 4ud tiujki jrc teciicdcd 
cKtmtivdy diTmtglHiiii loutUcni rcgiimi« jhlmugh imly uven 
rx^mplci life kfinwn fo Itivc iLU\-ivcd. One Vjcrtomn tug cmi-' 
ikrnt ^nd mcATtim ^e^en Eett iix nwhci long ;ind five 
fcCT 51K inches wide, whde ^noiher m.idefroni jo pefi¥, Miiij 
descnp^ioiis tetnfy ttutdic pri>ccss uf m^nuEacfUrc v%'4i Ubouctii 
Tile skm wii fim mcidied nirt tightly iwa ^ sEteet of bdik, tiimg 
(Kgs orbmie en wend, Adic^ wcfc ihm nibbed into it iiMhinrh 
gr«« And a lUw drying fire iit near-'by if condiimns 
WTATramed. In order to render the skms pttable, n w'at listnil to 
icrjpe jnd score tlicm wiili mussel shelli, Jong penned borw ur 
ilurpedgrd stojie Sjkisi. Th™ lincir markings possessed 4 
second runcrioii^ jtt they wne 4n4rigC4.i ill umplt hm anrjctive 
p^innnif usu^Ujr gcnmcttic. wiitch were viiible svhen the etewk 
hUtts I j. 57 w-orn tntide^ntf as a naunMl rjin coar* The skins wtte sewn 

rogcthcT with luicsi/s* tnuig holes piertcd with pointed Inme 
awif, ^Vttit ^llrthcf gtuitog^ the cliiak was worn faiacTied with a 
Lmg pointed bone oi wtHKini toggle pi it. Tt ii scnaJl wonder that a 
cmitemporary ohtets^cd ihai thcie pnxium nf the Abongttial 
fiimefs 4it wetc permeated by a rriost offensive smell of combmed 
gTcatc and wm^dsniokc* 

Ap W. How'itt w-ji mkiniicd by ttarak* uIh^ wiincsied the 
final opcfittous at the Mi Willtjm jinMtnite qiiairy noath nJ 
Mcllnjuiftc, ilui dtiTiiig the racmntiul e*changes tranucted 
there ilie dmwt of a po^iuin mg the recipicnr id ihiee axe 
Nitiks. tf this was k>^ a nidjcjrts iome fecognmnn of the effort 
reprcwnictf m making rtigs* 

Archaeologisii amime tliai it^mc *iCT 4 pcn* with edge ittouch 
licquemly scn-cd fm: ikiii dreismg. Whatever tlte validity ofihn 
attiihuiiniit and it is qucsriortithte^ loinhem Aborigines wcit not 


iib^'ied U£ing tl;irmp,4nU di{;Jki3f NniocnU ihum" [i1jyi*d 

a mitcli mere tittpoitaiii T^lf in tint myxeu h tmi ^tiggeiTcd, 
ih^i m cemTraJ Soudi Aastnti^ fmm the Ad^bsde 
aita to fioith of the Flsiidot iptaal ^icitic ijtok were ic* 

vkc 4 ^oi ihc purpirsc, Tlicie were ttJjicy**^lijpc;t] rmiifnmu 
ibic tcfapm, wlikh avmgcd a x y x 0 7 cm. m thicbiain 
U«y^H> 1 iih ilniig tht iittctuiinully ihapcd 4 nil ihtnn^il entP 
taik-ny indic^ici 4 runamiul edge which W4i wr imooth fitai 11 
vvai. wxt! nuiTcd fhr tcTjpiiig dcNcaic ^knnw per hap held fiimiy 
agitrm a tuundeJ uicL L!nl 4 irfU]t>ticty^ there is only one cuxttitv 
iLtnml recount id'thcrr actual me for thti purposic. As ilni dit^ 
tirictive lypc posKiici addittonaJ tridivNlualily in dun nfuny 
tpcimcin hnf scratdict and iimpk lincai decnririnni u could 
pnrvr an imptutanr Oilturahtcchfialof^rca) rriatker^ bui so far 
no tpixinncut have been cxcavaicd. 

Anothci iniplcmeiy: c^pc wlndi is ifoniciiniciii cliaractciiscd by 
usc'palisli gjusi is tetmed Vluutta'. 11 le type was iJauiiicii 
in die Sinlncj fcgron, hm cjgamplcs m kiu^wii from tn 
Cape Vnrk itithc Murray Rivet in SouiJi Auitralta^ wjih ipoiidic 
ixctmcncer pi?ssible elicsi-hcrci, including Milltucam* Wci 4 cfii 
AusrraJia, There is 4 cnncctiiraiion nf whii n elnsiiticd ai ihc 
tameifsal jf Ocnpclli* Attiiietn I^rsd/nictloucfa itatmugular-' 
icctiojicd flikeiTt bbdc« rcsrmbhrig an orange icgmcot^ iKirmally 
with bi/diirciiuiial bliinfiitg retouch or uep flaking m die duck 
tuck. It thcrdnfc rcicmhlei act outtizc gonmetnL' rnicmJfihic 
(Tfricent, although u miiti be eointdcred at a discrttc type^ On 
rhe dim edge* ot cliurd, an cloucra may |™wss ciilva varying 
degrwi of uic^ftaciiiJCT trimmiog* or uic-pfllbh* cxictiding back 
tkijn w on one or bt>th turracn and ftcqucitdy quirt cxicnsiv'c. 
linffintjEtaicSy, the idesJ tliapt and pimporthint 41c icldom 
aftaintd, to that dim^jmu between duotta and imatUri backed 
blade toul types on one hand and scrapers on the other arc blutfcd; 
(he £icr dur ir has tnmefimei hecn rctmoJ an adre lias nor ckrrlicd 
nuiim. The iignitkaiiec uTthe ti>cil 4s a piiuible tuhitral raitckrc 
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i»dffcu&ttd bdow. ir u ncmsiry toobsa v>c hat (h4£ tts ixcuntiiA! 
m ciucm Auifr^lu isjuutmrd to be m Uia preliiumic cmwxit, 
atrhmigh thoc ii nft pmjtjve ftliricihi^odcal m cthniqii^phk 
cv»dci>er fhaf u was mil in use m while ipcimen* 4^^*^ 
ycjir^ old have been cKcivated in widely upirjicd ircas- 
lo New Soiith WjIcj^ iiM>piilidicd ebum are Im cotrixrnni 
dun afr trimmed^ thin edgm. Hownei^ ji Ompelh, ihe aiJiC ii 
revmed^ li almui^ all examplei aie uae^poliihciJ^ In 194ft* Satia 
and MeConhyTccovcted a halted tixil tn a rockih^rai Denpelli 
Vhtt hi which ihey mterpmed ai an cbucra^ and it^ presence t.i an addv 

tionjl milieatH^n that thii lypc was j btc sun^i vaL Some irchaciy 
logmi c{Liestk»ru howcvei« wtied« the Oenpetti type » mdeed 
the uim aithai in anent aims, and smngenianaJfSii is wanranted 
in bcvih itgtnhi« But the fact Tcmaint dut ihit tpeeimeti w4b noi 
cndi'hofted oj on adoe (or ehifcl) and the presence of sheen nifhei 
dun cdf^c Baanre suggciti that its ftirnrtidn was difTctent. Indeed, 
more dun jj pet emt of ilit stone tools excavated on Atgului 
Hilh Oenpellt, possessed iiie/poliilv aidnuigh mth toiiK are 
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ictjtivtijr linenmimin dur^^hoic in chc JttJ- Cwiis«iucti<t|f» Hr 
Carmel White liiii ilui vi^me ipce'yiw4 inJinEriJ 

activity wai pracmctl there. 

Unt'miuTkatcly. even m Abnn^mal int’^tmnu were 

unabte wi give specific iiifmirutiou coitceming ihc ftincfrouv tif 
this tooL McCarthy tuggcuixl several uvc% iiiclnduig partiig 
balk tir u-i^od 4 »^ ^tiing Aiti^ md dm t% i rtscotch &ld of 
kimt mcHL U lecmi iliat uuN^pnliUi muti have bcutt prrdnced 
hy actiiin difRnrir fwm that which Iractuixd die Vtirking edge. 
Dr Mettryde hai cfublishcd rfwt can'be pudnced by 

smixjtliiiiig ihnrp^kin^ but in dm experimental simaiimu the 
fijiuid Utarii rmca by^ptndact uf cuniiig plmrt- It il anumed 
generally that many itnnc vcraperi were u^d Ibr tkin drcvinigt if 
ihh wai the ihcy mi^ he expected m po4«eu pollilicd 
fam, which h not the cw tn Atmralii. 

tu rS44 Ccotge french Angaii painicd a famity group tveaa 
I’cintind^ ill western Viccntu^ which ittuinatet the mtiire Etriave 
prdiiuone voatty. The reed nut», baikett and wooden impte- 
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menu chiii4«rti«ic craRt iht Tc^iwt anJ die 

mari icclinrt nfi hii multi-purpsjvc cli^tL; Utile in \.hh 

^&Kmbl4gc would ^univc Idiij;. Lce tli^fi ^ ycart laicr 4 

viuicd Ciifiiiidirfrk Abatigin^l Rewrve* nejr Mclbtimtic, 
Hii pi>ied Jintily f^oupii ^KrmjfkjliJcdot'uiiiettt ui die vjgauncs cl 
truliure WtimleK wwpi'rrWi luikns 4jid utiiin b-igs jrc 

cvrderit links widi die liiiJr<hjji^ed Jirr die warm, 

dccofaicd posiimi^kiri clucks- Cii^ilis^dcn it rc|iideiiieiJ by 
muttons flop wiiiskerst ;i wiie hevik, a iin bidy f fwiirj bleat haskett 
Pbie v% 4 iid ujoft utct'ul) Aud rhe absence of cbildrcrfr* The objcut in die 

IvKiiim Idi ol due phut-ogGiplj recuT\ m aiuithce Vim, at a bark 
Pbit 1 - cannr* Swrh wnnet weie in ute m uiinli^ai^cni ai the time 
ol butopon pcTHJtraiitnt lud went lUc vtaudixd mfi cii lUe Lnwet 
Murray Hivct. Tim particular canoe wai cvtiicntly cui frnni Hi 
ticc wuh a weel ane; liaiublicid ncrin Untoed (he edges mmci 
4 f, V\m buJ ihc rciulting craft war ilic same. 

V^iiiTofuii mufn woe cpfroimscd ki (he Stute tif that name by 
more I lull I Cladtuinun lide^wliiiten. Ckajihfiat, rbai gteai 
vmuCt wav pmmrrtcJ by iIk Vinoriin Bo-ifd fcf rUt l^rKKectinti tiT 
Abongmet in (37?i when the thoiiiand ct so umivung Alv 
ortgmet wat nsued ^vi(h lO^iQ^ lb of snap. They aho rccctved 
cludimg of ampk and decent prctpuiitdin designed (ci pm 
Abofiguul futrieft imi of biintiat (721 verge and twd! dnrtv 
$^4 121 dttm'K to? patieuau and cbetniwT The 

l>Upe 10 tetuk n rlluurattd m an hivtork plm^ngraph laken by A* ’ft'. 

Ho win around U shows memben id rhe iirahialong irilve 

of Gipprland, iticludiiig Ho win"* chid informanis foi major 
pattkint uf liii monitmettu] FwAcj d Ausitaltiir 

Thin garbnl, they wnt pedommig a tettmofiy a( Ho wilt's 
iiiiiiigiuiiiri. Hie myiliotcgicat anceural beingt cetneemed must 
have posKiied mixed tWhngv while it prorv^idet vnuahmight min 
anihmpologieal field mcrliodv of ihe rime, 
buns Tlir evidence for prchinorte making luggcsts, however, 

loot-c dial if lb: Vioomris preferred ihcn tavagev ttoclwd. they tmly 




lilgh'ligtitctl A tnemd. inticicin in htci fnichfUartc socKty. Ai Icui 
tlm » one tnteipKUUoa of wcetitly oceavaud evidence, ivliicti 
enaiilitho thv Inter pteiiiaork- Abnhgtna iitilticd bone lo a 
marked deg^ TIic mmi vnlung indicitnart afthii bone indunry 
w» recoveml from two tmall rack didtcn ar Glen Aiit, on 
Viciatu't Orway Pcnimula, wi>ac an early nccupation layer 
wat dated as recently ai I 7 d ±45 yean agth Only ^r irtmiiud 
MotK implenienti were idenufiod &oin an. excavated umple of 
ttone flakes totalling -^7^., Howem. there were bone antlaen 
prcrein, tnoirly made fitM manupUl bon^ Both hm and on 
other recent Victorian coasut midden sitn. ibe majority oTbone 
implements were cither single^ ot bi'poiiited (ruiiforni^ mai' 
sopial booci, wbciic length vanatton—between fovtt and (otii' 
teen ctn.—implie* divenejunetwtn. ^ 
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It 1% micffsrtrtg thctirfoti: tttcunikidcf die vjrii!!y cirptirpciiFi wtucli 
Evdifgh Smyth listed Jot bone tovl% cmpkifcd iii the promt of 
cloak nuriufattute. If tcqiiiitd large nutitben uf pcgt« awk and 
pint flit srftfcliing, loirmg and in bsoqii airly iwitig and 
l!aitcnmg cloak&; he iifggcsicd fiirtlm^ tbai bone ipacidae served 
m Hanen and iino<iih ieqm$ berween ikitiL AH rliesc arnfacti 
miglu survive itcKai^hjgicaily^. eogatiet wJtli iht laonc^tatpened 
muuel/dscll icrjpcrt which he meiirkHnrd ai employed in iii« 
indosiry. Witlmui piiUiing fhn Vicinriatr boric eiidettcr loo 
(ar, arid atlowtng fat other ^nctiiTni such as ipear poirui or no«^ 
bone omaEfieiiU^ these Vicrorun mdustdei may rd^cct the promj^' 
nenre iif ikin dressing. 

Alihouglr the ranty of rxcavjied siici ictideri gtncrjiiutian 
difltctrir, it does won poihblc iliJt ciJder deposin iti muth^stefii 
Auitratu dci nof contain such numbers ot'banetoolv but this ts 
4 nutter lor funfre roeatch. Ji pompts conjeaure as to whcrhir 
clothing habin changed during Liter pidiistiinc Umn, and if 
thn wii the ci%t, wlicthcr it was a leiponsc to worsening dkoaiic 
conditjant, of whaliet ii wai due (o triercasit^ly effietent and 
icnnbhi adjpfam>n to tegnmal Krtrciirmunres. At all evnut, 
cUmaiic rigetun dtd nor bother ihc Tasmanuns ax rhe end uf ilicrt 
pnrftmory: usDally they wm clothed it nature had piovdcd^ 

Thf evidcr^te (tom eoaiul New Suiitli Wales requtm a 
(WFcrcin ftinctiuti for the bone p«iiiii;i found in mmi dcp^^ti. 
Widapread ciVimigriphtc data etrablisJi rhe jmixuniicc of 
muJnpk^ptoitgedi bnit'tippedf wooden {rthH^pcan at hauc 
Items nfniatenal oihtire. TTirec spcctmcns which w^ere col leered 
by Captain Cook at Botany Bay surviiiv today^ while oihets were 
dcpiaed m use by eaily colcinul anitn. A ppirenrly 11 lese eximplcs 
were provided whfi iipi cm barlnof nursuput bone or fidi sptiit 
Howevetp in bii tmponartt rxcivatimi at Oums Notrh, ft. J* 
Lsttipen recfsvcttd a ipecuhsed uidnntyp dared mofe recently 
ihiin 4to±So yon ago, which cxtcriiively utilised btrd boncL 
Tlin rndu^Ty cif bone linijf arid bi^i^puiiiii i% best Milcrpft^cd as 
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diicl^y prnviijin;; tile itpiatiJ batblofweb full ipun, Ljimpen’t 
dieticuloiu uuii)^ im »hnwn ttiat <!nw Jitlcritidn in the dtimitum 
ftrtmi of btiiw tcH'ik tm a lift iuf cotniderAble du^nnttic pcKtntijI 
iiif aituiril diuJviii. 

Another inicrnuiig dttcovery ctHicerned die uk nl ihefl llsh^ 
fiooki (A/iJirifj tisr,fitiii 4 )^ ILich of die Jive ipenmeiii wai mttglily 
cresetniu’, with j umlJ notch towAtdi the end of one tip« pinum'' 
jibiy Jm dtucliiiig 4 Imc. They arc typical tpccimcnt of a tj'pc 
known during dw Lnt century afong mewt of rhe cjit ciutn Thcie 
liooki have Kimg niatkl viilble abiig both titicmal and inicnu! 
cdgei. W. E. Koih deschbed die nunufiurtuic of similar hooks tn 
Qutcniknd. It was iiret ncemary in chip die did I inio a toughly 
citcuUr diu bciweai twii stoitci. TIk ceiitw of the dne was cJicn 
iieated iiiuil it bccainc biritle, and a liole forced through. In 
QjieemUnd, ™rai fr^agmenn were readily to hand ai files, to tnm 
ihe edges and cut thtough a legmcni of (lit nngtofurm the hook- 
t niereuingly, Lampen was able to iJentify lome discs at Donas 
Nurdt whicit pTciiimably were fiiliduiok hbnki> hut in iliesc 
cooler waters curat 'files' wen itnavailablc, and slender, poimtd 
Imgdit of tnicaccoiis schisi served iiuicad. At Durrai, howevn, 
rhe hole waa filed witliuut the heaiing pmeess. 

Sfotic fishwhook riles of cylindrical or roughly Icaf^ilupcd foroi 
arecomtnan itnplcfneriison can eo4u lurface sites. As at Diimi 
Nstnh, 1 Jieii dated nHireicisappear recent, svhile tbetr u« n aitorcd 
m early Eiumpean accoutits of the Sydney area- At Cuiratiirrang 
they belnng to the laieo siages of die ocaipjtiun, white Megaw 
bai otcivated tiinher sites in tlut area wjth cumpatabic reyilis, 
rhey were also picsctii aj Cymea iSay, Although thglu, ibh evi- 
dciicc is a poiistQ lu ihc impunatice of shell as a raw ttuicnal in 
latct prehiuork nines, a detail which Eyie and Brnugh Smyth 
emplijused. 

In Arnhem Land, fisliing spears tmuaily tndrnts] have 
sius'ived ijun t{tc tdiiiDgiapliic piescni:, mJ diese arc coni' 
parable with the New Saudi Wales specimeits, only iron psniigs 
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been lubititiueJ. Howcvci. j» Ocrapflli ii laic at 191-, Sir 
Baldwin Spencer cnllcctod ipciriL tifiped with rrutinp^ bone 
poitits, X'Uf pnmipfed by Dr Carniel Whirc. lu^ 

dcrnonrrraied ihsii ihcif hoiic compoiiciitv wcie lufiifurm p^iiiiis 
wltidli had been imcncd mro^pliaat thccxiionHiei uftite wriodcri 
pTon^t and ccmcnt(^d in place with icitiv Symnietrital bt^ 
p^iinu i>f fhit foim have been wtdcly termed nutduk in Aimratui 
iitd Itidiinmap 1 name which wat ftit applied m bone fish 
gorget (t€jgg|cv} on the Miinay Kiver, h n saJntiiry *o obseivc; 
however^ thar while ttiatiy emstil New Soinh WaJes* Cape 
Vork and OaipcJJi examples are typu[ogieal]y iimilar* they 
aic known in have served rnnetions at dwme ai ipear and 
liarp<Hiri fKiinu or barbs, componems of composite fi$h'linoks, 
and ev^n niMcdxine ermamcnis. li 11 unwise dieidfort tn apply 
i\K So nth Austcallaii lenti itf i^idt 10 itie enure gmiii nf bone 
birpointi. 

The cxcavaikmv u Glen Aite and Durras Notrh biglvlighted 
a fiinhet chajuctemiic of laic^prchistmk matenat cnfiurc in die 
muih^H^ This wat the fsmy of rctiniched and typologtcally 
cLfdliahfc sEonc impicmenrs, a marret toiidied on eadset m tespect 
In the crlmograpliic rectird. At ihetcneh btiue siic%^ tninmcil none 
took were tniignificanfiy icpmaitcd^ and ihii snuaimti n 
itpcated 111 excavatnmi in the Sydrtty rtginii. In rock dreltm ai 
Gymca Bay, Corracurran^ Osiiiifl Piiim, and Satufraii ii the 
vartery and dmiiiy of took dccrcawd in the upper twraoniH The 
panem of occupation tuggettf ihai some spectahi&ed implcmetii 
types gradually went nui of prodocf ioA^ and that thit appjten 1 
limphficatitiit d* the tin>l in, ni which mnccUancnui trimmed 
pttetn and prtrruiy fiakei became ptapotticwially miicrt signp 
fkarwp doci tefleci 4 baiit fcatuir of later prehiuornc orcnpation, 
Himxsci, as mast of ihe Sydney area cxcavationi await demiled 
analysis and pubiicacjoiv the piobFcm it an open nne. No'cnbcr 
less. It Is interirstiElg tliai fu rihcr north neai Graiton, on the 
Clatmcc Rivet, Dr lubcl McBrydc lias found compaMblc 


Plite itr 


sntM 

iNTEl^fTHElS 




7 hr PrrhisCi!Ty qJ Ausfr^tia 



rif 

WI ffXtmiJlfii 


n-idcncc. A( ihtf Sccbjidi t)>chcf» ivcup^mt uud i 
cii ipccLili.iird jmt^c ^fi<TCJi thr [jLir ftw ci!fiiuric$ ^TtnssecJ 
a drdmr Ml in tl«<|uamiry ind qmltiy d*tht in Justryp and this 
a iiippciitcd by ihccvidettct nn several oiIkt Mew itln. 

One inKteftmg aipect erf jhc%€ b*ct cliingei vm(he in crewing 
use of fabrtcpmts". Piobabty cl^uticd m Europe 21 fiuUlh, 
chest arc flikcs possesMng si::ired ^king on opposed nui^mi, 
whidi abo are bruibed and sphrtteted. The ftaking ti usiuJlf 
bfficiif and worked ffom the l^ur edgesp thu^ giving rhe ^ake a 
quadrangular form; fhirr fccmi fa liavc been a pfderi^nce for 
white qiuriz 2% raw matectaL Tliu type wai Erst discerned by 
Sydney^ based worker^ who detetiL^d rf a% ^Rake fabrioiiar; 
and issumed dui ir t^ved ai 4 punch m fine stone working. 
Cunenr dtstribneiun 11 cuncTtiiTated on caif co;*h sKCf;. bu| u 
may be rcleyacu to observe that Vicfonaii^based sronc collecton 
may JiavcCntcd ro rreognssen. For txampfe, S. R. Muchdl docs 
iMH menru^n fabneaton tn hu ccmprchcniive Crisis* 

Wfff. althnugli he collected widely iui dariic New Souih Wales 
fabncaior localmn. 

h II intmtimg iliac rabrtcatprs were rdaiivdy numerous in die 
laiest ocmpaticui byen ar Gymea Bay* Sassafras, Connel Puint 
and Cniracuirangp af a lime when f he manuEiciiue of specialttcd 
sttinc loots had ceased, atnl rt rhodbre dfiubrful whether ihe 
fabrjctaturs were liwd fbt dak mg inmc. My toggrtfron is chaf 
f 4 bni::aiatf wett used f^marily ro split bone. If ihu w-ai the 
their rrlaiu^e icicreaic in populaniy aexords with nther evidoice 
on the cate coas^ ikar cKccniive beme uiiltiafiofi occtured duruig 
Urc prehiuofy. 

Aft these cxcavatjom in New S<nnli Wales bcLing tnfhc patr 
few yean. Befote thti onmpatative evidence became avaiiabkp 
excjvaonnt on t(ie L.^wet Mumy River bad promptciJ iimilar 
nnerptetariam^ Ai Devon Dnwiis iheher, ihc lower layers con^ 
tamed a dcicirtcmT and rcaionabty Lf ge none as^tnblagr, but the 
etccavarofi ubserved ofthe ropmon nx lecip dial 'e^haicsiive scare h 


dici imi bfttig til hglu Any implcmctih ordri^nifc (ypc*. My 
own W'ofk nil the Vwt* HrsiitimS Landing lirnintinne ihe'hm pn>^ 
dueled 1 Krtulltr bag of finds* bui tbe coiurju: thmr beiween catlki 
jiofie typeilcigy 4 ijid hfsr iiidic^uou^ provoked m) cooimmi Hm 
the btcT 2nifjkcn few 2 nd geni.'nHy cmddy mj(k\ ti jjt 
fclevAm iki tHKr dial jithmigh fewer btine tooU eimr fKint rlie Lect 
necupatidii of thew mes rhifi from ftiiddk bomom* rhit itiu« 
luve tNpm 4 mjitcading tihiiohisroriul iourccs rcffily 

111 the irnponAEiiCe iif bone in ilie n^iortial leehncilogy. 

Rticifch m die tomh'e^cTii pcutmii uf A u sir a Ik fherdofe 
pfompts *he hypothciit iHai teenri cennttie^ fpfwtt doling ii 
JVAikble in only few itiiAAttcei) win^tmed 2 ^dcBciieTAtJim" m 
imne cmfismAnshipf edge.-grouiid jxe prodiictinii except icig» 

Mmc iicalinicdjly, dm n pcriiAps to be cjEpkiiied as 2 fiend away 
from »one iuppJj« towards ihembtlJimion dfloeal orji^anit raw 
rnjEcTLili, In ijiltcf woedi, it iiiiy jtpreviifaitoptimuinadjiiitjiicnr 
to ]i}ca] eojiditHint; tlui re)atiuiiiK»p ditiEiiegrared with tlic 
4 rtivAl of Eumpean eofniniti. It -icenu rwsiMuble 10 trf m rhii 
Uteti prehmonc phL-nomcnon the AdapruiT Phase. The clari' 
ficaiion oi~ III aichacologicaf tmiation depends itpori more cxitecn 
iwt fidd work, panietitarly in aiea^ svlieie eurulitions ntiy 
pirterve tire {Histubttd iifgAnkatltriCtv. An ccdogieal ipproadi 
u awniial to tR etnadannn* tor only by ant lysing die cnvtriiti^ 
mrnul dau in t(K ume detad at the Hone aitifieftp ean fhiv hypir.^ 
ilictn of local adjufinient be rened. Thai r wkj l-ampcrr'i 
gacinnv on die New Sotith Wiles wuili coiati ai Durras Nnrrh* 
and till current prci|ccuac Birndl Lkkc, and the excensive tniddcns 
at Mtitramurracig and Cuttatnng arc of ujcIi rde\^aneo, beciijie 
2 vanctf of eeobgical data k available dierc. 

Although dm rrend away fjtim spcculr^ «cme lechnolugies 
wat nor eharacrerisTK of jI] Ausiralra diiTrng the ethnographre 
past—m Cennal AiiStratu and ifie Knnbcrfcy regiofi* for 
caafnprc!- -n podL'^ihly wat charaetmsiic ol'pirtt of Quceiidkind^ 
Westcin Aiurfaltj Aud AinhciD Land- f mh Itoni iidd work 
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111 iIk Cmrre* Bjidwia Spetxcrr w^i surprwd (o find tlijt in 
Amlitm Lindf jinund OcupclJi, *it ii only tartly 4 liit my ttonc 
tmpfcmcnts arc ftiti wjtli\ Indttd* iuiIjcc icattrn of stone artilacn 
ate very icai'ct on die Anilirm L^nd ctaa$tal ttiydctitp dopjfc 
cl^ttlauvcly densepopiilacion €i( rhcregion. Tina doe$ nut apply tes 
cdgc^ouiicl <ronc axet they were in nse ow the ermre wiiun^ 
litid^ wnh the possibte exception the ^utlk>i'we» wheri; tticy 
may Itjvc circulaitJ a* tiifc trade and weit occastonaliy 

imiuird by kical worken unfamilur with requiane gnndifig 
teefiniquea. 

SouthiHwcsiicm Auifraha n tndixJ one of ihc uuin tanrahsing 
reguw awjtuing synenutic fiefd wort. The ethnography of its 
coastal mlubiian^ was dmctibed iti tome detail by early voyagevt, 
because of irs geographic pmittoti, yet no excavannin have been 
aitcmpted iJurten f^tenal cukuic at ilie lime of European contact 
was simple^ and this faci has amused the inccreu of difFusiomsi^t 
tome £i 1 whom euvisage rh«< Abongmes as rebel early migratirs 
living m Ausiralja^tcmoteii comet, tliortfay ptedioabjy LLck-mg 
many ‘advanced’ iraits which ovttby ciilftirci in mote jcceijibir 

arcM. ll>e absence ofilie edge^outiii jxe wasone fcimrc (perhaps 

niM entirety eurtect) which has excited dififuiionifn, but there 
wm other itcim. Fuiiher, chcix tnoUkir unupie in posscsimg 
(oi fctaining^} nans assumed to have become obsolete ctfcwhcse. 
Tlleif mmi indtvidua! and uiefy poucaion was ilie "kodja" 
a SEC, and Tituhlc exemplified cj iliet aiirhropdogkat opintnn 
wticn he de^l^li|lcd ihit tttd *t/ palaeolithic facies', thereby 
sitesitJig 111 *pfimitive* oatute* Such tomi give the lype a seisr^ 
blantc at antiquity whicb has neiwlMre been eitabhihed. 

The kodja has enc nt two discoidaJ ur leminiiscoidal ibkes* 
atfwr trimmed oi diaryMcdged, va m oppinitc sides of a large 
hjU of bbekbiiy letin or native pine grim 

(Callitfif) muutited on the end of a tbm handle, pointed at the 
gnp end. Aitaiutivdy, oneflake n replaced by a pebble hammer 
ttone, so that the im p tcmctir is 1 1 ight genera I p urpose Acedia m met# 
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Aiiw, Tliadoic^ wJiik (he hefted ctud^ptixJucr j. vj>tfcutu£d 
nml With few pirAlldiiititikleihc tiiiidvwcic jiid iveycm 
the trtdivfdiut compnnctit^ 4 iid iffyuiid HrpdT>ye!y 

they wpiitd normally escape detailed typological ebfi$iBciiiiicitJ» 
The explorer P. King lollceted 40 kodji m one wcek’i 
iucltoragc Jt Kutg G«irge^$ Sonnd 01 tSiSp apparcnrly for an 
cxclunge of ft wet tbati tweitiy liliip^i bitcuiit. Today ^ %lmi Jic 
At lej» 6 A ^tpectmem iu holdings thmughtitn tiie woeldp 

Another Kafted fool w^vosc diunhmioti wat even mnsr 
rc^ncred to fht toud>>wci 4 wai the Vaap" sa^vkiiife. Tim 
eomtHi of a mw of umll^ urregubi'ly ihiped, untrimrded uone 
chips, Rxed in gtim adbeiive tm a limit wnr^den handle (the wocid 
wjs ijiiginoired). Tjvtic ait (wenry-'fivc taap ipeciiiicin m ihc 
Brhhh MiKciimp Icnn of which contam glas^ flake) and die %\um* 
bee of iionc icerh in the remainder eangcv between two and 
eleven. King dcicnbed die iliughict of leal) by encking then 
dtuIJi kodja liammcn. They wttc lubiscquendy butchered 
with ^ip knivet in intemiviiittnnal iathktn—’Alter Uiq" tiave 
ptii within (heir teeth tufficicm mnuiliful of ^eaJ") fledr* the 
lemamdci 11 held m ihcir Icll handt^ and wnh the in (be 

other* fhey taw rhmugin and )Cfiafaie the floh/ In noith^^ 
QutemLiridp 4 ttmilai kniLe wa) Hitcd with a lOW' of ^hark 1 
tedh, 

'Hk Auitrahan ’dcaih ipcar* wai halted in iimilor ladiioii tn 
ihe taapp aJthcnigli its dmnbiittnn wai not limited to rfw touth- 
wot, Tlitsc vpcait posscDcd single m double mw'i of jagged batb) 
TCK m nciiij along icvcrat inches of the wooden tip. As many ai 
12 miiiiitc untnmined chip) of ^toiic, oiually quart?, (orglai) and 
chmawate m kite ipccimeiu) have been noted on muMotn ipeci^ 
tnetis handled. TIte signiffcamrc: of tuch ubservatiofl) to ihe 
ardiacnlngtu » of a negatTve charactrt* bccauK these tiny fiaka 
would be unrccngnmble ai ccnTiptintni* of an implrnwnt; 
indeed many of iheni would pgisi thmiigb all bni fine-mcilicd 
iievf!i w'tide tM^wcai mi rise oumcnittii qoaftx jpccimcns might 
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even cicapc imcTob;c)pj{r Moitificatinn. tt hst kcri ^uggintcJ 
ihai dine iurmln^ frjgmetui were degcncure wtsumm fViT 
aicfiiljy iTimmeJ tucked bladn, includtujt gtomchu; nuenv 
liiliV which have been cxcavancd iiid daicd in relict pidiiworic 
Timo in cantfii Ausiialij. Howeva, dm plaiiuble imriprc' 
Hinin remiim uneoo&meti, while the full ex lent nf mitmlithic 
ifmribminti m \Vc«mi Aintralu ii a maitet foi hrrurc lielct 
deiettttiiutiun. A» micmtiihi jte recciidcd in ilie aeu, 
buwevet, h might be pimufated dial future excjvjiiuiii m tltc 
wuih-wCTt may i«t fhi» hypothnis. At the umc iime^ it wdl he 
inicrcning to Icam whethet ihcte wa* a iretid in that reginn from 
earlier pirneuLu, to Liicr moiv general iRrtiniqun cft winking 
Hcnc. 

t£iLwost*i, Wlwn Otd SVnttd pteJiistoriatn cannot explain ihe purptne 

txCMANr-j of i m aittEia. ihe limC''hni)uurcd farmuLi » m pronounce 

It muiJ or 'ccTcmtimar. Su<h invocatbin in AbunginaJ 
AumaJia actually pmsoa meainttg for iniee|incttiig the dynamtci 
Di ilie diffusion of idea«. Throughoiu terminal prchittorM: 
Aumafta and cunit^ acnm tttbaf and Jingumic boundaries, 
that Wat d complex mtrrcJiangc nf goods m a verws orcctcminiLiit 
rxclunge pattenu which belie ihc ntKiori that Abongnul tocieiy 
Wat pamchiat and ttatic. Earlict anthttipedugiiit iibtervcd time 
procettet in icttorr, but regarded tJwni mainly at ^nnah though 
incipient, buiinett traiiMcnorit. At arly ax mtst, A. W. Howitr 
noted that objetrs were ’baiticTed' over great djttancct atotig 
Coopcf'i Creek, and he ta w shieJdt made ftotn wood 
uy tliAf ficgmn. Hr liilio kiiiTU" ut uiciJiA^icjlly vjliijiblf ^crvHuF 
bctiig rxcliarigcd ur given ai pwruv T^Witrds 
end nf ilw tifntiiiy, Kt5(h fdiretd rn rrurkett* i;tper 4 riiig m 
QuertuLmd. 

A ffiief 4pp^unon nif the e^tcniully iw*al mtutt uf %iich 
wai fin# achirvcd hy W. t. H. Siajitucr, Siaiiiirr wn-' 
hcwd mrkk micri^iibal tiitcrh4ngjr in tht Paly River anri 
during ibe eotly lyjo i. hfu lympa^heiic JcaHiiii iittpJt^ 
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tiitinnt tif fltoc furnuliscd ^tr rntmincd tn^rauttiLmi 
t l^rtd'iriiirk in A uitrdun ccnfwmjc 3n(hro|x»lugy, md Suttudf 
ntpmKct uiThcmctucctnctly: 'ii 11 rhe ^rtuhertlmi wiut it given 
that BtJMcTv.* DidiulJ Tliaminn Jaici nlnctved ctmipanhle 
cuiiditwnt m «n(tli>ca!icm Atnhcm Lind, wlitti He vtudied the 
Vcrrmontil atchaitge cycle', mVtilvinK thi icciptocal exchange 
(if giH>(it over diiuncet ijf 300 mdes. Although he {ailed to 
dilTcrcntmte berwetn the vary ini' mottvatmg {aetnri; and h'vrfi 
behind Abtifigiiul nsciptoctty, his opntton ilut ihc econnitiie 
impunance of the «t wai mcidental to tlie Abcirigitiet involved 
it Ctuciiil t(.> the lUKkm of ceitint.itiul eacliango, ’It u the prrpaTa< 
tbn hn a vtvii tn rtUrivo within tlw crtcmonial exchange cycle 
to ditcltafgt hit ohlipitionj, the journey, the nrual, (helomijlitiet 
to he nhterved on ainvtng at camp, the nicctiet of behaviour and 
cTK^ueifc, radicr ilun ... the goods ilictiucivei, that he valuct.' 

I n jfi important survey of r]ie Uiciary and cihiwgraphic Htuicn, 
iVkCaithy itaced the exittence of deHnirc paticmt of dttitibntioii 
and fixed mum of Tnovemenr which poivcsied myiholo^cal 
uitttton at anccanil track*, tn tome areas, itroup aciivitm were 
determined by rcUiuinrhip wnh Cirhurc-'lwruet, tetidttng in 
eraft tpcctaliution which would defy archaeoh^ical explanatiott. 

Kegardliss of the avaiUbihiy of etfually utiiable ow ttuietuh 
cttcu'licie, if an aiicetiral being wn credited with inventing a 
certain prnccw at liH creilioii centre, the local Ahnnginee con* 
centrated on cxploirtng ihe raw material thoe fot purpom of 
ceremonial exchange. 

Pcrliapt tlie moM striking example of JrHintnii concetnr the 
occuricme of ihell omamems, whicli travelled tJioitaiTdi (if 
milex, Balet dielt {Mfb dhiimw) tnhabin ihc caitcm cuanal 
wjteti of Cape Vork. The didt war chipped and gfottnd to hum 
an oval utmmcnr up n> five inchct long, jud watrutpeoded nti a 
rtting through a perf'nratiDm Ar the diaiihulion map of mumim I’Lue jo 

tpccimcni mdbcain, exampIn pcrutratcd acrori m Soinh 
Autrtalu. Pearl rhcll miiameirtv oTcnmparahle appearance were 
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W iw nfmmn n lntrtHtHr 


produced in tiumlKti oi> tiic K.isil>eiicy co^ of upith'wetf 
AtutuliA, cither pUiti tw unumentod. The nup uTiheir dwtr^ 
bution compiled fium muieum holditigi ihowi nn «|UiiEty 
diifuiiun. Thetnettcaily, (herefoee, » Lake mbo^n coiiid 
potfcti ortumcnti t£ Paci& and Indian Ocun ofi|pri, and aficr 
futthcr ccrcmanuj occhango, eventually they could reacli the 
ihorei of the Snuihmi Octin. Eurupem ptchiitoriant may tdeb 
rarjhcitdutnbution mapi of Black Sea 
tn the RhtnHaitt], ot Egyptian faicner bet^ in Woicx. and 
make up their mindt which itrmt make the intHt impicnivt 
pattern ofdtfltitiom 
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Oilw flmffbulinttx wkich Tequttt aK<wco!i:tfircj I ind 
logrcsl «^ni\crrn pmjccwJc pcitnit jiid Ane bLz 44 :i. 

{}a!dmn SfKn<^e^ believed tttat pfn&utc.^flaked Kim* 

txrrlcy pcniui circuhted is &r dfiuiir 44 die Gulf of G^rpenuru 
ifld the Alice Sffiugi Diitrkc; Duiuld Thimiw^u Ufonciufd ibe 
iipcTstinn of Nillipid^i i^Tutic^peii qiurry in awrnt Anihm 
Ljud iml ctiimed that its ptudiicti rrjvdtcd Cif jflcid, Tlic 
most iimiius of all itoiic qmmo wai the diibiiw (uiccrop 11 Mi 
Wdlmrtu VtaorUi bxtrivagarif cbim&, einbnciug iVrnr 
liave been mjdc coticetoirig tlivribtmon of n% ix« Jtttd ihae 
tequirc i>Ttcimrie iiiveui|^tMiin« A wme intirce near Cloncurry 
\u% been invuked alio witIi gtcai ftequeney by wiirm^ At die 
prcseiu lime, i^etivJcjsicil i^udlm of AbongemS aTTifaas Jrc lu 
fbnr infancY* aliboiigh Dr McBrydc 1% eximitiiog ixe disin^ 
button fn New- England. 

The terainotiiil v^fue of tooic ntm$ of uijtout culture pik 
duced unnuiil til uicioni ndei^diir 10 ircJucalogiizal iniei-pteiititin* 
wIktc likr furmi are taken to indicate umibr fanototi. For 
examplti <ivcr a long dtKanct in Ambem Lind, boomaingi 
became clapping sicki, while 111 lomheeti and atcti n leemi 
pTotublc tlwi nrlier peliLUinrke ^rnne impleznctiri^ ntcli ii geo- 
nvetrte mimilithi or uiiiftcc pim pointt, were colTecied on the 
ground and retained iLnig whh quirticty mb and othet Miunuil 
ifono fm magiej] and ccfcmnntil putponev. or itimurtvrty they 
wett rdiaftinJ bj thcff fin Jct and employed for riinoiunf iievcT 
intended by jhai ongiiul iiwner^ 10 that i nuctile pciini became 
a bnrtog device. 

Ikcjuie of rht prestige atticiied u> an introduced iicm^ there 
could be iigiiificj.ni rimtficatkicii for ihe fecipiern gtfoup. D. S. 
Davidmo lA irtiniicd i[ic ini}^ci ofiijch ttimnaiiimi upon the 
Wardaman of the WtllfFon ara^ Nciftlierri Tcrniofyi in 
Ahhough loToc 5Q0 mila casi of die KnnbcrhyTl, focui of 
pn^urr^flakedi btficul ipear^iiit pioducnort^ (be Wardjmjn 
were jdopmg ilies£ poimi m pcfoence to that mute ^uxdy 
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(^jecttlr pojfm. Aniiming thf v,il(diiY of D^vidnm't nbiem- 
tiojti, ir it mtetctftng tliai rh«K object i had dnitditanctd die 
kiu>ufl(dfr of prcstuici'dakinj; technicjiin: althoufdi die lech# 
fiolof^ical expemu had nor didhted, ihe idea had dune u. 

At die time ofhii vi$it, local itone^kciappm were attempting 
to ptudtice audcty'madc imiuiiont finm ponrty telencd rock 
which wai umttifcd to die technique. Meaiirimc, the Kimbctlcy 
origiruii wiiich excited $iich admrratuin were lubfe to break 
eatily, to tliai the adoption of rhne new, acuhcfically rnidying 
and ptestigioui points really put lo dujdvantage die tjunten who 
used tJiein. Ride has inJ^ed that compilable nperimenial 
adiputitim of ttone'grinditig lechniqun look place in the «nith<' 
w«$T of the conunem. 

It seem I tea$<mab1c to conclude from the analyns nf 'lecenr 
acchacotogical depoiiis. that for sumc ccrituitcs before Eiuropean 
iiuoads, Abongitul gniiipt were living m apparent todtnuiofpcaj 
adjutimcni with their vaiyitig ctivitrinmcnis^ and that none 
ctaftimanihrp was mote the exception dun ihc rute. Terminal 
p^liiuoric focietics should not be judged (oa by tlieir 

ttonework alone. How recent was the decline in wniit icchnoJogy? 
Or McBrydc*! excavations at Sedalult and Bendcmeer, tn norths 
cm New South Wales, have indicated that the change dietc may 
have been comparjiivcly Tcccm. Ttiey cntiiained the Uiest dated 
occunencc of gcomeuic micmliths and ndiet hacked blades, 
ihtsic ubiquHuin, dcltcaidy trimmed and tpcctalised tools of 
arlter prehnturre locietiics. Their date centres amtind the 
bhxalxiliaii Age. 


Chapter IV 


Prehistory 


Auumlu H ’Hi vait^ Jtu] tl'lc ctitiasni ind rcrcm iMsici of fit mhibltuiAi to vsrxi 

in dmif, dwuidi in f;cn{:T^t aiitfiiic Jiid duritta^ rlut it will [«|uifc ihr Ljpud' 

yuiif and thr Uboiin miny iiu-lividuiilv to dctca and exhibit ihe lirikt whieh fomi 
the ctum Ilf coitnenhiri bithc babmind hticoif oTlnbciio tcinixdy icpaJaied ^ ^» 

iEt>vriifm jmiN 


ALTrmiFGii A^s^TiALiAiv 'dirt archacalcgy' n t% old 
European«en1emeniandCovetnnrphilliptvaiittKntpracti-^ 
tiiiniri^ II wdi Innp before ihc arcepuntr ot nrarigTaphic pnnnples 
broilj^ht time^epdr itiia ptdiisioiic rctoimructioti. One of the 
cjditit disirtiminami}* obicivOT wii Jamci Dawion* wbp 'dui;' 
ariil corircily infmetl 4 uraiiAed teqitencr Fmirt ht^ porduding in a 
Vtetorian middrn. 

A cmtiny ebp^d after Phillip before rwo New So<rth Wales 
fkidworkm picwnTcd accuraie me dtifiipciont nr woion 
drawings to illnstnre ihcir hiidt. Tlie liotibiiT d"producing tht 
ftia realistic c 5 ccat' 4 ±ion report belongs to R. Eihcridgc* Unfomi^ 
fuic[y» hii intraincd jccinim dTii rock sbdter er^nvJtion near 
Sydi>ey iit 1*91. wai not iifiiiatcd by sttbwi]U^T gencrrth^ni of 
Sydney enrbutufci, wbo despoiled nnmcTDus undftofK fhelras- 
TI1C rni:ifi sinking example of objective ob^ervatjem occurred 
in iIk iKirtti of tilt It Jte^ at abniit the utmt iimt» when fi. J. Statham 
described and drew t lecfJdti tbiough a shell mound 41 Ballim^ 
Concluding Jii jiihirnicd dtiruumn* in which he drew upon 
Danish mtddtti paratidi, fie cakutated tliai themnuiidcn^uaincd 
almon j jnOoa cubic yards d oyster ihefh which fc^ntred tSoa 
years tt> accimiuljrt* 

The full poccniial of contmlled excavation was fim demons 
Kiatcd in igav^ when Herlmi Kak and Ntwmiti B. Tindale 
excavated rtu Devon Downt tock dstlitr, m tiie frmeiitoiic cliffs 
of Stujtli AtmtiiluV Lower Murray Valk|. The tm wai a ffw 
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ntStt dnwn«ram from M^xmindc, whoe E. J. EyK wmd » 
mi^iTtnitc jnd AbottKitui rroteftnr ixttFccn jiid i S+t- 
tjTif'i detailed accoiini nf ihc inhabiiaiut {i^rovided rhwc 4nd stl 
subtcqucni cxcavaicm wiili a tuitc it^innal cthiuihujuricai 
MnjiEf. HjIc inJ Tind^e contplrud Atiinjiu^ ebuie excavj^ 
tton by pTomprly jnibljilung a tyirmiaik report, which tiiiliKtl 
rirt rriurch nf »p«cialni acreniitn. aivmgcd tht piwbility <tf 
eitvrrurimcnul clianget mikc die amv^t nfMaiti anil iTirrodiiccd 
ihe concept Df'cHhiitc* into Aiistealian pt^iiMuty. Tlie mem air 
contTiTutet (he putm o (depinntc fiir any ductisumi of A UotigttuJ 
amtqiijty, 

Oeviifi Oiiwrii depmil wa* sitatiHied thmuglioiit twimty feei 
and ennumed nth fauiul ratiaitit, togerho with some r3$ 
trimmed iitonc arrifacn and mrvay bone tooti. Many ytatj !atn, 
radincarbon dating of umplci collected during the excavation 
nubinhed the duranotmf humati occupancy at grcaiet thait 4000 
ycarr. Qdaie ditctiinng tint typnlogy nf tiw ardfacn and Iming 
the cafierrt clunctniittn of prdttiteim cultuTCo'htjrnryf rt fc 
necxuaiy to dcctrh the tnckgrtHtnd to dir conceptual (bunnu’otk 
which devcEupcd wtfhin Au«nltxti prciiistonc wudin dutmg 
the TWO decadci foUawMig the Oei'oii Downs excavatiuii. 

Die Devon Dourtu tmplcmeiut were mtirpifted as iiidictting 
A dntidiJJ Htulttml wquetict ol’ liiiiiutt occupation, with 
migriiioin uT pesjde provtdmg the dytiamics of change. In 
descending otder, these mhum wwc termed Miintndian» 
Miidnkian and Pjman. Aciuss the rivet, on the open tivtt itaii 
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at Toitanga* Hale and Tmdalc excavated a Mcotid dcpoui at the 
ume lime which contained iiiiptemciits and hunuii dctcial 
fcmaini. AJilKiUgh ptLwforurattgripbiccpttriiiuity iv« Uckiiig, 
they argued on wmal giwiiids dial ibis depoili was .dda rlun 
4TIJ occupuiinti at Devon Downs, and dctigrutcd ns rather 
tneagte anembLage as the Tamngan cnliun. 

Dtmru; the following decade, '['indak dtew atlcxitiuil to 
dinmctivt suiilic tniplemctit types on Kangitoo IiUud and 
adjacent mjuilaud areas. He demomitated that these aisctnlilages 
diflcrt J fiom othen, such is Devon Downs, and tnfewed thtii they 
preceded iny of his lout named cuttural wages, wttJi an ongm 
bxk fn bic Pki^occTFr tirnt^. He ftrinttf th%> nrwty j»?bTcc| 
K^iTOn ruliufc- 

By the I94^\ Scki/K AiJiiulii.n fMrrfinwrry 

irtttrpri^ccl 41 1 cuftiirvij nf ffcM 4 rrti- 

qimy. [11 Tindijr h^d fnimid ]. B* Bndirli 1^11 the 
iieldMkifik ^-hith miiltcd iii [h< f^uiLrattfi nf BircUrlPi ttu 
hyhtii] itrcory nt Afi^jlikii) rjcii! ongmi-'t'^mnur Ncrtwc'' 
Miirrjyian md I'itublr 

ihis rjLCul paitttrn tuiculiut^l 

fHHtubii:^ diii tfce K^fUn 4Jtd Tjiijngjui fwupk wm 

Willi Tiim^ubni, whilt hii bter rultuic^ Marrjytiiv 

In ^y4»i F. O.McCairthy LapsTonp 

Cfcck exovsrioru fic4i Sydney, ff wjiiheLiccujmi fu4 1 lynchtsta 
of the prditMufy uf S^uth VVjir^ and tmiiaicd iiew 
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cttliiirat rcnTim4i!i>gy, Ai rhax iime* McCsritij* eiivifjgcd iwa 
plum m New Soulh Walei ptrtmtnry^ both po$^<iung trajU 
druinct from the Soutl^ Au^trjlian icqueticc. The eariier ph4ie (if 
termed ihc fiondiiun culture, while the immedure ptc^ tumpOirt 
phj« W4i the iilauetan culture. Suhsoquenr cxovati>rHis m the 
Cj pence vaJIcy* uear den Djvli, led McCarthy to add a third 
and carber cultural wage* (he Capenian. Ai ihc muh of licld 
work lU Arnhem Land dtirtng 190, McCarthy Cfiriduikd that 
etcmeoiiot ulou ofthe St^uth Ausnalipiuajid New Soiirh Wjlci 
cultures tKciEned m fropical biifiidn, together with local 
dnelirpments to which culturil l»beb were afliKtil—Mjbngirrv 
bian, Oaipelliait and Kimberley tan. 

Austraiian prchtuotiaiix arc indebtccl id Tindalc lor cntpha-' 
(lUng the rcabty of ecological and ciihuraJ citanget within 
Austraiia and Ibr inentptmg to deftur rhdf matcnal manifoia' 
tinniL Curran ihinking of ttrat day was rmged with sii isolaiiaiusi 
cb>grnaiiun, which t^ared any paircm or purpose in Abongtoal 
social evolmion. TindalcS riiidjiive supplied a new perspective 
and rcdirecTcd reicafch mio the ntamErteain of human pteliiwory. 

Nof that many o! Tiiidale^caJitemporanci appreciared ihcw 
new tdcaTcli pemtbil hiet. Mcfm of them would liavc applauded 
the lauimetu^ expreoed by R. W, IHillcinc in only a year 
hefort rhe Devon Dowrii eafpcdition, “In all our siatiaiii\ he 
pronounced with asurance m hit PmidaiUil addtm on die 
Tasinanuiu (u ah AnthropoFtigiol congreu, 'rhcie i% a uni/ 
formii^y of culiutr only mod I Red by rite avAilaj lnlity of difTcfctu 
matcruFi Tof rrunuJactiirc; . , . h u to be Eeaml (hai excavation 
wiHild be in vain* at csoything poiiui lo rhe contbuon that they 
were an unclianging people* living m an utichaitgmg cnvtmiv 
mem. Such doctrmei rctideied SdJ week furiki and at many 
authontici shared the opiiitim ihai ilic Ahodgixm were Ticcnt 
amvalf will tin Atiuraliai tliey neizlici anticipated nor searched 
for tttatified dtipoiin. It » not lurptittrig, thcrcianri, (hat ihc first 
to pubhene die Devon Onwni excavanon ijvetwis wat an imi' 
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rciliitd i\ut the Smith Aimiali^n diico^triei were *piiH3fihai 
jfcbiipntiit^f^ m AnttraliA lifiliiirrcmundoat |H>^!bt!>ue^ fa* Tutiiit 
rc^jfcJi. 0 ^vtdiiin*t 1^15 pfcdteiioii hua been v^tdjtciJ- Yei li 
wjs bdoic Jtjy AujtfjJtiiii mmctim «t ;ippujiKed 

J ^r 4 jT mmrbn dritgiurn^ii: wji jrclyciilk){;iii iif 

prebbimun. 

Ill Lirei pitblicjtion^ *riiidik cmpitiyed hii H\x cfwificaMwy 
cukural Libek ici coritl^ttc ONdmee, U^h Jtiefciit jjid mihienv 
fmm every AuhkiIud tmte md cvm ftem Eti ifse £acc 

cniteLicn d h» iiitcrprmiinn, heevim eitCHiviicd NwU «Mier in 
tbc Iw^n fif McC^fthyV rujiurc^jitca of cifierii New St>iiili 
WiJcv And dneerned 4 nrpUeAtmn of ibe S^^uifi AnflTAtwn 
lequcncc. If fccirii ii>dAy ihai I'lndAk w'jif unduly facile m d^we-- 
tadui]; djicfeic evidence (ti\m incb van dimeniimu of ijrtnc and 
space, atid ihai ibc Low^ci Mumy m^uence wai imsfE a mk of 
iliumb titan a yardutek (bt measuring i!it pteEuiioty ofihis 
iifient- The fitiure may prove Tmdalc'fc mnnifon ccinciTti bur n u 
difficult ro iptr«irii ifre logic up<m whicti Jui syntliait was struct 
ttimt. Detailed cnciciHiks of TjudaleV tmerpretitiiin Ly ve Iscen 
advanced by U- McGaithy and niyrcJE^ and rffticnce la 
rclcvjiii pubUotinin u rreenury fm iht mbitatitiAnim i>f ti»c 
gmeta! v%'aluarmii ofTcrwl hm, 

111 hts f4ijiicf w-mk McCjJtby a]tn was pmne m cunckie far^ 
material»bu i be ma trnamed a grcvita flex ib ihi y uf apptuacl i. 
n.tMiHcii.oc^> In n:i:tTn years fic had adapted hii fttniiiTolagy to tbc winds tif 
cliangr in metbcidologuial atiJ fbaurtkal thinking vjhkb bavc 
blaVTEt tdVfdungty aetiH^ d\t Paiiifir, MeCaithy imw pmpfncs 
tile temji Eafiem {{egumat Serpimce^ rii embrace Iin radw nv 
panite cufuiril pitam, and the Tula Intand Kcgniua) Sequence^ 
which meJudee much nf Tindalc'ft adniral pattern; tic hinti ai 
the piwpccf of definiof^ i (tltrd^ Nortliern RcgiimaJ Seejunvcc. 
While ilicff II metii m 4 figHmal apprciachi tlw atrji aimicmed 
ate ftill immetuc ajid buundarira arc blurted. Ttit adviululity sif 
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mmirtg 4 wjumicr jfirrr i implement type nqunih^nibli:, 
pqiTtcitUrly m dmrphutkirt nmuirtf lo be om much 0 I 

the coruinenii^ ai futs m foiind noi fsi Jitri^ni frum tlif ffi 
South aid Weiretu ?\ii^TrjlLi« the um oI "hiUiur m;3y prove 
nudouliiig. liven ilic ippaimtly jcitricticd BaAicru Rcgii>o4l 
Sequetn.^ bi^4L:i tc4Uiri4blc Lxmmli tf Mi'OftUy'i 19 ^^ pfc^ 
Jictiiiii n vdid^iliat tt% dtmrbktmmcoriiniucii 'nKtfKJrhc niwtWiT 
and ^’Citem ajid Jmvu to the ftFUtfvwcilcni ntfncf . 

txptcued bricdy* it t$ my conicrntnii ilvif although Tincbtc's 
and MeCjrthv^ cuJturj.1 ConccjKi^C tiLidcfStHiiidjbic witlnti iIk 
context til ihr [icrilHi m ulnrli ijicy were loiniiuJatirii, a draiiic 
rC'jppfaiial n iiccnury in i\u Jighi nfmoic lophrmcatcd cnfiicm- 
potary mtnhndok^ical pracricc. For cxjmplc* tfic coltum ard 
tbciT compcineni type tooli were not always deitned pmjicly and 
the varymg yyitcm^ of iiomcncbturcuCTulied m conftnton, Thui> 
Kiitjjj W15 an Abotigiiul linguiCLic-gctigraplMc letiii fot 
Kangatrw lUand, I'aitang,! wjti a Eutevpeati pbec ajJinc^ 
MuriJiidiati detived fiom a ntb^trthal division* *muduli" nii a 
local Aborigiiiiif name hit a tiih-»gorgc: 'pirri" adaftamni 

uf a Cciurat Atiiaralian name— pirtie—(hr a unlfaciiilly if/mmcd 
«oiic ptniit. Ltkcwiie; .VfcCaitliy^tattgiitil icimK w'ert bortcivved 
from place ot I qguM la I na mev «ni« oflijcm A b jjtj^tnal der i vaij ves^ 
while ^prcifiE in mm impknicnit weir a^iigncd namn idriuical 
w^hIi tiuHc tif ihr Eulrum nf wlndi they were type irulicaft^. 1 

(lavtrcbimcd. that iltc cimcq^<<f cuJmreaiapplitJ mvomcof 
thne roimrucii mtilcadsng. A cuhiirc ilionfd he ddined 
from a broadty biicd gmup urdiuinctivc, a^suaarcditani* Vn in 
lb 11 coLiiori, the Pittun and Mudnltuii wm dcKin:d imtiafly by 
urtgle matenal iicmi and the Tula Soiti^cc n timiliiTly otimied; 
the Murmirdtan wa\ denned from crininhtuueical djta Jiid ihk 
from cxcairared objecn at Devon Dow^tw "type me"; ar TarTang-n 
djfTincrivc iwli w'cre concpfirtiouii by tbm ahicncc. I he K arran 
W 4 t diriJned by ctiiena dern-rd from a tcn« alflmuKh 

Fintic UTiagcni and gcochmnolngic^l prijecdiirc?!* 
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sup{>uTtcil by lysfcjuaeic Att fiocew^iry to ciHifirm ifi 

identity. Thit prnjcci in JirHiit tlur Kin4n 4iicmbUge iiotie nfthe 
nwi utgent rrquirtitieitK m mcarch. 

rhe cntiecptu^] frifncwofks within wlncti picbiwonc wcjciic^ 
rruy br orj^niitd -wc tssnet the mrndi of nuny con^ 

iciTtporAry l^^cifii! ptehxi^nrLinSt jnd jmkipi ti\c ainsi ificiuvc 
cniicnbutictu Iww btm Jjck rttaytnn cidmre cfangc. 

I n tkt light of luch diu;u»iur£^ it ii ]H>utble to evattatf ihc 
cutruni ptoprriid by Tmdiik. Wltdc he cottccily 

tmphasimt the dynamic: n^mre of AKitigiiii] locicry. he Jiutcd to 
4II0W tuHiatmly foi icgmiLit diversify and icdmolcigiml 
lioft. By invoking migr^mon jnd ncul iniYudt^t the ttmtuluiio 
culture Tindjle 4 ceDfded wwl> contcmpcrAiy ^rcKaco- 

lugical practice: *fiAk* butitig bditlt^dKC! nr beiken Att familijr 
travelIm ^cTa%% ihc pages of dlder Hutnpeaii ppchistoty books. 
Greater sttto is pbe^ today upon chiiiges multing from 
dtfrufjon of ideal or goods, rather thait iruis mtgrArion^ wltile ii i* 
realised ihit group adaptauimt lo ipedatiud coiidiiioitt may 
produce Wat iiib-iruhurcs (or complexes) with ait individtut 
uamp. 

ahAirfivf Sitiuriniii described irt rite previous cliaptcj arc ctlmohuionL-aJ 

rriASi cxAinplet of thtt kmd. Wliat luppened witbio ihe prcht'anric 

tcenc was frutdifTcTcm industrial complcxcidesTropcd and intn-' 
acted* and ihcsc ttioipUxci cunitiniied wlw kime wurkas rerm 
Vtiitutei*. flectiise of thnie hornngcncous facton m Ahortgiiial 
AraraJia which arc rcfcTred 10 ineailitr ehaprm, 11 might prove 
miwc usd'u) jf the icrm ^culiutc" isvat rewrved foi AbongitiaJ 
SOTicty aia wlmlc Applying American tettiniiolngical practice 
to Aimtalun laie prdiiiionc eonditians an appruptaic label b 
tile Adapt VC Phaic trf Abodgitta) culture. Thus the vatieiy of 
regEoiui ttspoincs touched on above—souflvcaiiernr souths 
western* New^ South Wales cast coasr. Kimbctley- aie indnnrul 
Aspceri of rhis Adapiwe Phase; TtndaleV Murtuniun eulttiic 
becomes Mt Lowei Murray Aipecip 
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tt mint behii^weveri thiit even wlierc mmpjraUcljecti 
bcTwcrn jegian^it Aipeos c*in be i:iobiC<{i thm « no necessity fiif 
(hem ftp bivc been €iiha lyrichmmus or liomniuxul foccnpyiii^; 
die umc teUnvc scqumtitl poiiuom) within i Pltise* and tf>ii no 
firm Jmci'jn Iw driwn fnnhe tnntmcnit delimiting die ld&<ipan 
of a Plvdie. 

Whh these stneturef mAdc, it bccomci possible to cxammc 
the ^rebatoli^icjl ts^idence. Kaiher than ^Stuc undidy resirieiivr 
ciitcunil labels^ ic ii bctia to isolate salient mdusttial ecimpttjcti ot 
techriplngkat trends. Yet pidiiunmin in scorch of ugntfkiini 
dow 4[G aware of uneven field coverage ond nfihc btglily irieetivr 
evidence which typified earliet Antiralion rcieaiclu 

If Abonginal culture nf'Tecejn ecnrtincs is designaTcd Adaptive, 
the pcccdmg six tluuisand years or so (urmg cuitaii taduxarbon 
cstiimttnns) might bc dubbed the Inventive Phase- To my miiid^ 
die otuitanditig cliarattcTiuict nf rhti pliave wcic die dcilt of lo 
stnue^knapperi and irinovaudni indicated by a varieiy nfspccijU 
ised tixifi. whtch contrasted with thcgcnmltiiCiJ stone reshnotogy 
in most aipccii nf the AdajKivx T^hase. li possessed uilTiCieiii 
fcitturm In common to suggest dial prchtnohjiis aie dealing with 
the raffliFicatioiis fiTa singk tndtiutiil complex, whnsc rtgtooil 
tvaponve^ wm yet diverst It must beinciied ihai (meafiiieswiking 
IcaruTci d" ihn pbaie wai the continuance of nld« rad iradrmms 
widiin the newer complex^ Posnbly thtt constitutes evidence of 
the adapiaiioii of rbt old aider lo die umDvanotis (or mijov^focs). 

Tins Inventtve Pftase wttnts^^ the tiitmduction and wide 
diSusioii of ((xiU and leehttrilngie^ wfioje variety i% best described 
in aiM^logical icmts. Sione liHil types pcismed immodifird (tom 
catbei nmes, bur the f amily of ttime artdattt wai funbci enlatged 
by the adifinon nf several Genera^ mcludmg pomn^ backed 
blades, bunns and adze^akes; axes, apparemly fosstlued from sn 
eatlicT age, revived aud muttipbed ovet rbc face ciT Aimraba# 
Tbcrr was marked Sporics fnt Type) and (Sub¬ 

type) difTermfiaLM^o wuhin rhii generic: paitern, which was 
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ttwiiwtily 4ttf3ciirtd w*dli ic»E!hrMi]of<i{:il itinfiviimn!. Tlusc 
bcliidrd UJiiilttTdi^ flaking fctUniqiicK wliidi pn»dirccd atim 
ctgiilaT pnmtcd bhdc$ ind or bimdi obfMie angfcd. tub 

adxcrfbkt«: ptoductton ufvlendfr bbdc^ m dcltcut 

fluted euin^ TIic me uf ^rrulk tcttajigubf Hunt pundicf ("flibrii- 
camn^J imy hive fwnimr fairly gcniril in eaiiem Auwalu 
during; dm limc lur fUine m bt^nc ^mking. Siuitc^ndmg, uitne^ 
cime^ avuNTtittd Vpith hamrticTHlrwrng, became jlmoiTyuivcrul; 
pmtuic and drlicnEC pcfcusjEitmdlaking fccfinJ-qucs were widely 
adopted. 

In as a lauJjt d“my amlyii^ ciTthe KcniiffTcave ffrids in 
Quccmbud» i lujjgcsicd that this plu'rf marked the iiuruduciirm 
isf jnudm tcchimtiigwj] iti imvauun—iht dn icc of ha fling itnne 
in errmpTisiie: twK wlmcby the sionc wai given grearer IcviTagc, 
drnjir or cumng pow er, rhtough ihc ii^ of a grip tu liandle. Ii 
scctntd likcTy that many wuil artifacti could have bccomii 
funcuotul only by luch niriint. 

itATTi^c Such a subjective diagiiuys n incapable rif p<nttivc lubk 

rsi^fi-^ciiLiov namurtnii. Ir b nni tLtq>triing, rhcreffire, that tbit dividon of 
Abongrnal pchivmty mtn non^ (or pre--) ha fling and hafling 
pbaKs* anraaed idixtsc cnticnm. For cjeample^ ihne are drypres 
d‘ lijitnig, ranging ftom simple liand^tips to ct^mplcx bandies 
and Cutening which render rt diEciilr in define flic term; 

ii Frx tf cltTOCTiijry primary flaku were dcmnnstrably tiafied in dhin*/ 

bm^stic timn, yci such tuob wiiuld escape recognition in the 
prehiftoTic record; iherc were edge^ound pfctumably 

iufied—at Ocnpeni some aOtOoo yejjiagn, long bef^edic pefiod 
which f deiigiurcd aiirlts^ant. Iiidcvrd, tJiii it puitibly ibccarlioi 
lecemJed cvidcnet m the wirfld flfr ihis Advanced* irchiintogy. 
Yer despite dim tubttambi objections* 1 Mirve that the concept 
menu tcttoui cuntideraiion by future workers^ For* whitevcf rhe 
cKplanaiioivihcTt wae dynuntc [Incn at woik, jnd it u thneflire 
nccciiiary lo examine die evidence flfom mdi^'idual cxcavaiioiai 
itid ecgiona) dtuiibotunuJ pjiidni. 
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Dofuig the piW dccaJc iJictc luve kxu tnimy CM^vAxmm 
whltriT Aii^toliji^ tTiii few of rl ion Jiairc bcf ti deinibcct in dbuiL 
A part tixi ni my <iwti fcp^im nii otivatiinw ai FTottirn't Lanclmg* 
KetirtiFF Cave 4 iic( The Tomk, F. D. McCarthy^ rqp^ un 
Capcncc^ [hf^xc hy Mi.'gaw ai^d L^mperr on the coastal sues ai 
Gvmca Ray and Difiras Niirtli^ and jnafysc^ id' tlit gmiipt nf 
liies cKtavateij m pursiuitcc 4if tlwir diKewral Tcseatch by Dr 
Cimtcl White Jitnirttl Oenpehi and by Dr iwbel Mc&yde m 
llir New HitgUiid fcginn, tio fHJicT major final reports arc avail' 
a bit. Die ffiiirt im^Hinani rcicvaiii necavated mam land fitci 
awiiimg pubhcatiPrt xsrat lJL\m (Qtieensbnd i| Cumeurtang 
and Nonla I N.S^W«) juud my nwo sitr Ji Ingaladiii {Nnrihcni 
Territory), it is ihcrrfnfe necessary use inelrmmary iiihirma^ 
tintH u^hich may rtqunc Tatef modificaitnn. Ai aJJ Giut of that 
sitcit the dc|HHrts arc cirtcnsjve and ihc lower laym cottuin in- 
dtuttics quite diiiriiiLt tmni iholKr overlying chirni^ The implciticnts 
in rhe upper ht^rtiCtxns are petltapsi attributable to aspecis of ibe 
Inventive I^haw. 

Tbc Keuiiiff civc rxcavaimn prisduted *1 but iepTCi- 
sciiTJUtvt aiUerUun.id'miHi Auurahan prehrMiirk itojir types in 4 
dmtd tjratigraphsc eHsmcnt, HuirLin occupjiKin cxinuJrd 
i]itoughntit 4 dqptii ofclweii fettg with i ttme span reaching inti^ 
tbt Ijicj PiciiiiTcene, In the lowiir UyerSp af? ifimmrd rooli weft 
made <ii> Bakci as targe cores, gcnerieally dncntfcd as scr^ipets; 
tlKir arc ciisctissed below\ While tins ttadjt^n of semper produce 
imn pentMcd ihmughcnu ilu deptisii, inkyctsaK'vciuur icci and 
klonging lothe p.im {ooi> yearip addiriiirut uw\ types nude ihetr 
jppearante, mostly between 50QD and a$oo years As ihett 
individual numbers jre few^* ihey do n«H posses fcatitriral srgni^ 
Rcance^ yet t\m aiS4>ciaiion of varied rypes wdnii the oticaticm^ 
bkgc ejmioi be dismissed as meaningless. 

It wax dumig ihh laicr perkni of oCTrupatioft that the 6ni evi^ 
deuce borh fnr uotiergrinding pn^ceisEi and small bfadc^nre 
production appeared. Indeed, bLadn wm earcfully bockied by 
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M'dircctrcmjt blunriti^ mouch ptiidtice ji v^nny i<f 
1111,'luding gtomctoc mtfmlnbi nf ctefctntic ^nct trape^nukl 
fhapc» detider, poinird Boiidaun rypn, and (himty cJouera. 

ahii u'cit! fiiltiMiied fntm obliquely oinuninl bUddea, 
ivhtk pTtiWK'flakinj' employed tu Uibtanin^ miituie, 
Fip 17, /j) iymmetTitjl, uoifactal piiri |tointi, ScvctjI duiaincniuc luLi 
adze<'ftakct vmt pmcni in rhit 44$£mli)age, lisgefUer wiih a niq^lc 
qullcd bunrt. An addiiional ncwiype, wbieb wan mtmiuced in 
the very Ijirti occupation Iwtrzons, wa* rhe maswvc Juan blcUd 
bladtr wJiicb ctlinogrAptiic evidence mdiicatei wav luAcd ai a 
knife jfier ibr fdihwNi of Ccimai Auaialuti pttmafy blades 
UveTtil can&iTutkiiv td tlw validity ol iheie ««ci4iwnv wa* 
provided by the exca vation i At The Tombv rntk ilidter, twenty 
mile diitant. AltboUgb ibetr numben were even Icwn, moil of 
ibe iptculucd Keuuid* implcmcni type w'Cre rcpitfwnted in layCTV 
dated to fin: iait 4000 yeari, while only KTApen were pieent iiooo 
yoiv ago- 

Aflhough futiite fadioCitboiv umplmg iv Kitanl tn pnitlliee 
dtvuuiion, (be available carbon date do set iht Aiisrraliaii 
typological cvulcflce into perspective (vcc ChroiKjlogical Table 
on p- igoj. fit « evident tbai wbile not a tingle catmaiion it 
available from Aimalia'i wesiern tliird. New Soutli Wales is 
telaiively ova<«pmcnted, wnb tsver eixty dates rnmi the New 
England TEgion atone.) One ol the movf tnikmg fciium of tlie 
cbtoniiiiigtcal pitcin is lt>« fact ihai tfveral types appeared vwr 
tiully lynchtuioiosty on widely separated sites. With the except 
linn ciT edge^tniirtij axes ai Malangangar, Nawaiaoyit and 
Tyimcde It, attd possibly twn points at Nawamayn, new Oc«' 
pcili, nu date exc^t abiiDS 5000 years, 

Kenniir cave produced a wider rypolopical range ihan any 
other excavated sire. While (be aswinblige of tnol types Wi 
eatiem Kew South Wales was varied, ihis piincm coiitiasis with 
the mote rcitrscied content of ilse Srmtit Autnaiiaii depots. One 
dgnilicaRt featint of ihc Kenniff asscmbtiigc is tint ii *s the only 
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cjccjiv^cd titt wliicb jndtididi ill ilic Sdu*1i Amiuliin too\ (j-pci 
iti diim jtvKTMiinn wirh muu ctiifi{>or(rtui fsTthc caiicrn Nw 
South Wales mdiiithal cumplcic. 

Wuh I he Dwnibci uf co^mllcii eitcav^iinutTt uiwating, i t ii 
provokiiti; lU attempt dntnbuiional Hudwi nf ttwl type^, c^tti 
though tield ^iirvey.-^ enitirr vait blaitk iTcat <m all 

durnbutiiiii maps paiietiii letJiam tcheinaiic anil con^ 

eluvium a VC qualified. I firv publuhcd wimcieiiuttve diitiibueiun 
tTUip» in T$Ui and th^ rttnam bai^icdly valid today, alihougii 
mme area I mcni tiimer fhading. Il rt la In lory lo remember iftii 
a And^ipui ofieji lepresenti a solitary specimen, while because of 
Lick of pvcci!ic quanowtiwc dcfimiims i* » possible that irs 
tYp<»k:igical idemity ii muic appavem thati tcai 
So rue wivrkm haw cb lined the mJa'-ailic (ciiisel) mnquety 

Auttralbn tool and it i$ rcicvani to ntamme ilte fvwlcncc fur in 
diynhiiiron and anciqiiiiy. Tula adit/ibkes wetecKeavated both 
at KetinifT cave and The Tombs btll then idcnnhCJliQii li 
tiitceruni befnte by^» diied to tliie iccund rniHtrtiimm jiCh It 
was Hied (in Murray Ris‘ct sites at Devtm Dowtii and Fromm t 
Landing from the third miticninum nil 11 tile wdtociilKin ageof 
407O± rao uc 1 Liiyh) hn mspby Tartanga ii reliable, (liic 
sample cotinsted of ficsIiMratcr mussel shelfs m a carbonate cn*' 
riched cnviroiuneiit)^ jjdzrvflakci date from llwt ti£ne> ll is not 
positive, bnwever* that they «f tula lypt- 
tiurren adacdlakf is lo some mvfkcts an nmmbiisterin which 
psTssihly embraces many varianti and tripirro syitenatic dtfr- 
nmori, although ii waiobscts^cdabtive that McCarthy lesiiten in 
apphcatJoii to rnrmam tula adac-Hakn with all or ttroic dTilictr 
diitinguivhing sitikitlg pUitufms removed. Una mawer ut ciliiift^ 
graphic ubservaiion tliai theic waaa wide tnorpholog^caJ vjugc m 
the none imrutly selected for hahing mi chiscb and sprxp 
(hrnwers of tiott-^tub type, and that their cvcittual rrcalfnum bdWe 
discard varied^ Even so, (hcic art icgioiii where ttiU fUkei never 
ocept in adze^Fiake asscmbbgCi. lo that although tula and mhet 
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rypc? Iiavc partly rLincokdjiit 4 lii£ril>uixm pixftcmv llw mb type 
ii ffitofc wjtfi crnn:itJ cumjncnxjl m% m Ixk^hl 

Howtvm^ k rxttiiikd ^vcuwjtd fo Millimim on tht fflficscDC 
Kivcr^ wUat 1 * CL Clover drsfrnbcd thar ajjil 

fimhcT feld work ii (a ilctmiiiiie its Wc^mi AuftraJuii 

diuributicvn. 

ExLcaviuoni m Ncpitlicrri Teniictfy Iww ddimned the 
tiorrficrn ituge of mb idie^kc^i bccjiufc thc>‘ were utneprci' 
reined 11^ dte octemive crcayanoni Oenpcitii and lUw al 
Vanir on tbt wej^ «sih. hunher at Slcitbeik^ atid ni the 
Kjrhetine iltey do oeexit^ lixcj.vaiiijni At IfigdUddi fodt 
iheftcT, on Willttro Sun ion, have uncovaetj the Jargcit ftnirified 
aJwnhlage of adze-'dakur ohearned m Atisirdiap A imiH *«a 
n inmch lunk in prodomi eighty mb fpeennen^ while a 

biger nimtbcr wai fuimd in actcninve cxovaiioit} during jg 66 . 
At (he (imc of wmntg^ these finds (enimated rn iniTiiber sevrra^l 
ihmiutid ttjmrncd implements of all vypei) have not hetn pciv 
cessed, Acemding to S. Davidinrii who worked on Willcroo 










in JuJ4 %mv rit^ tJml m tlif 4t^ if thji unict 

ini^d, p^tniicJ f\Akc% ww hiificd totub li^niUri, I^(un4cd 

were iTxcivjitrd lngi} 4 ddL D^vidviui^s r>biefvdiitm« 
rnf^ttlicr with the (iccuitimLn: Lpf prchivicric ipecifnc^iti jr Milli- 
ittcLini, nUf indicite j fnrma miifc c^tCiUJvc di&tfiliutijuti uTttiLi 
jd^fiAkft, 'tha^ WAV 4 ttutked bmk m iltr Eutiire 4 iid rats cif 
depniiiinti 4 t trigAladdii i^ccumiig Imwmt }<iao and fern 
jghi. Preliminary totting of the Rtidt mditarei that thit hiatuit 
witnessed 4 ct>tnn 4 l ciiangc, and ilut ihc carlien adic^Hakcs, 
point ii%diifiiifi, 4nd cdj^C'grcmnd axes post-daicd tins bleak. pIjsit 4^ 

f n tlic tigfii nfttiiiS tindicd evidence U rtifUeresung examine die 
diynhnnon nup, Tlic wltaz da^ed mU jdjfe^fUkei foMnd 
ni iaiwtf Muiray Niver ^ites; dared mmexii in QueeiitLiiid and 
the Nnnliern TaTiiory atr ynunger. In New Soiiib Wabt* 

McCatthy li:^ed 4 tingk- s|xx'imi:ri at Capcitccp site j. m an early 
thud imlittinnim einitexu but the ixxiitTcnce of nne putsibte 
ixaniple in an assemhhge of 4481 none UkjJj may be iLntutioui. 

At lcas*T no tula adte'liikci liave iwtt tiieiuiHnJ in excavj^ 
itiininrirati cna^t m New Etigbud Thispmw^ cjie lilt 
411 inland ntigtn iltcrdiite tnentt bn me imrmtg^tinn, alihnngl'’ ^ 

It esscmial Xi' dctvitniiii: ilic age of ihc rarliesi kpeermeni in flic 
horrcscuc Hiver 4fC4 of VW-sirm Au$ualy« which appeals i 

pcuciiiu/ entry pniiit Inr iiiirni^uiit \ijLi JoFL^- 

Ncmiijjn 'bnitCTT" ad^e^iknamnipfr w^idrly diipeiscd. nicy 
uirttr ^parsety itt must castnuu ami New* bjigland rxrasariniitp 
u. Iwrciliry date from rhf litn tnillimmA ti. R. V. S. Wnght 
excavated specimens at Laurat on Cape Viitk; by exnapolatiori 
from dated byertp he mti mates the euTtieii to lielniig to abmir 
1000 nc. In Souih AusirjJu, bnwcWp rbc type li 4 l old as the 
ihiid rfiillttiritiim n*:, and li Tanaiigj the elnntioliigy may 
extend back tfs 400^ nt. 

b. D. McCarrliy jiid S. K. MiidtcH postulaicd that Ainmlun 
Jisffihnrion panems mg^Jicr whh ific absciiii'i: ovciscii nf close 
paraHcK for worn adiC'-Kafcci. indicaicd thai atf varicijct d'lhn 
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[oo$ vfae locally mvcntcd. I( Tcttum^ iruc that anaingtm irr 
lacking ibroad foi ihc widc^jiigkd, <ula adat-flakcs. Howcvct, 
Hauili lu,» described chunky obidian ttak« fTom Baii(Iung> 
Wm Java, wIikIi arc usc'liactiued nr (up^flaked and possibly 
ctmid be cUHihed at *adM>ftsk«'. Tlie mi»c applies to step 
Naked tpccimcni excavated in Poftnguese Timor by J. C. CbvCT, 
but thitobwivanon Anticipates his defin in vcawalysif of tlw Ntid*- 
Step^Naked amCicts have been Tcrovcred aEso by Df J* White 
)ti die Eastern Highlandt of New Guinea, but ihcir compara-’ 
bdhf with the Auuidun nuutul it doubtful. Hit possibility 
icmaiin, howevt*, lEiat riiiutc field work in nnpical Auitiolu 
and Itlanil Souih'Eiau Asia may yet mb ihc AItntigineitif thcii 
presumed mdigciioui iiiventwin, 

nmsE' Howcvci, the pancrri which is most likely to anraci (he atteo'' 

PcnrrT tkm of diMisiunists conecnis ihc accurrericc of tmtiitcially and 

DiirmatiTuiN bifacially itimmed stone piiimi i moU of tlvem presumably spear-' 

Fij tf pot(tts). AI the figuicon the page opposite ihows, utu£icial pmnii 

cover tropicil latnudcs from the nonh>'weii coau across tfie 
Notthern Taiuory c« ihe Gulf of Carpemana and sweep down 
(hrougli the Centre to the south coaa. The vagaries of diffitsian 
and cuttural preference are evidcnr in the faniiiics of bifacial 
poitiis, which ate leatricted to the northcni, tiopual kcoh- Tins 
limited pattnn it iritcresiiiig, because excavaxkms ai Tyimcde t 
and It, near Denpdti, and at Vaiar and Ingaladdi fnithcr to (Ik 
wuib^werti have established dial wetbpropomoned and catcfutly 
(rtmmed bifacial points wall tuBiided ut squared buns appeared 
lutuiltanenudy with iiniftoally utmmed pouiti (tom jooo to 
fgr sj, aooo years ago. Indeed, k seems probable that the tradiuoti of 

bilaciat ptoduatun ttacbed iis climax at Itigaladdi between one 
and iwsj (huusarut years ago, presumably long cnongb for dtf- 
fuijon to have carried tt futdier sooth. White many of die Snga^ 
laddl points were produced by pcrcvission Hakuig, (here is no 
Tcason (o doubt thai tome weie picsiurc'dakcd. Some ipccimeiis 
Fit- iti (abhfTugli rruntly untfaciil) portess deliberately wnated edges. 
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ibacby provm|' that (kmkulauil pointv not necoiwflj^ 
modern irmovitiooi in rhe Knnbcfleyi. 

Before ihc« excavattoni, D. S* Davidruo, who woeked 00 
WiUemo Suoon wjdiin twenty imlei of ing^Uddi in 19)0. had 
pmnthued that NfiiciJil technique* difl\iKd w»thjti eccchi nmei 
from the Kmibedey region, focut ef dtr MrtlUkiiowti pmiure^ 
fbked, Knatcd poines« whidi in Uier djy* wcw made ftom bmilc 
glast and telephone mwibtors- lltcre h no doubt diar Kintbcf ley 
pottm were atrivuigthere demng TB30i hut fhii it hrclrvant to the 
origin* of die technique, tt now rcntiiuit hw cstcxvailbni in the 
Ktmbctleyt to deunninc wberTwf there war any cotmeetioji biy 
tween the hifziciat poim* in tbew two arrai^ ind iT*0, whctlid iht 
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uiHucficn umkcd in the rtvmc direcfian lo tlut enviugc^ by 
D^viiis:^ Thwc recent ditcovcftn nuy mvalitkie TiisdUlc% 
cirtta ctAirn tlut the Kimbcrtey bitkee bA({ cvnlv^ ftutn i9 utii.^ 
ftpal tt3td«itjn* hm At pre^it wr tmthoi s^y whctbia 

miljcc or hiLct pcuttii have temporal pmruy m AustnlLi. 

The ^ilU i>r tmifacial poinr proJucrian lud extended icmi^ 
AunritLi to the Mttmiy Ktvet by ttic third mdlcnmum nr., 
perhapt 2000 jcja% itirer thdr cailicfE daicd ippcaianct at NawJ^ 
moyn. ncai Qenpdli^ on iih< rnirih coasi i ANU^s I- 5iK50± s JO 
Hr.); au crtity two ^peemuem wetc lecovcfcd, howicvcr^ they may 
[uve moved dowitiriirdi rhrmj|{b human or aniiml agency- 
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Kcccnt cxcavisiioni m the Nf>rthrfn Temtijrj' hiive dcmonitrated 
^{ut dicTC ‘u^ere diveric wj^ oftf cahiif^ uiii&tui bur th^i 

the oHicu tpetimcni litc ^mihi iti %m: auji proponKnii to fisc 
jiHxutcd bi£icUt poiius. Thclni^iu maifivr ptntrn distsictetfuic 
of many dhnngrAphic vfi«;jjnncit4i K^ve few pjiulltlt in the r*ilici 
excjvjicd record. Foi cximplt, they were Abwit froTn tht Virji 
^lumbljgt^ whidi cotmittd liTt ^mjllcr* uiibmkcu Liinf;iti.}| 
ind btCuctd poillii^ i^idimiiuiTy sortiing ofllie Jitg^bddi ftiJtaul 
tuggesti rlwr tbit Uige type wai i gridiul irittoditarcMi dudng ilie 
liter iiccupiiioo tif rhit tiw* Wimher it U4i teLted m the itwwtU 
m>$ed tpdf of the AmKr m Lind Cojtt (n iclf a itcrtic tcplici of 
A ninal Micacsin initodueT3nnt) rtmanti m be mvei4¥g4ted 

'Hie untfice pirfi ptiints excavated u Dcvori Down* inil 
Fromm% Linding wore d^iracteriicd iho by dcgteci 

ofRnishirtg ttinueh^ titcUidiiig prcmiTc fbkmgi boi all of ihcm Jic 
remtnifrenr of prdiittortc Nonlietii Tenitnry points. t^erliApiorir 
drsrmguUhing feature betwem northern and wirhcm poinii ti 
thjt while die btin end ii nttially unmodified in the nonh, ii n 
commonly itlmugh not ntxeturilyj titmoicct ind tbmned on 
touthan tpeeimcra. Indeed, tlicic mc cxjijiip]e$ of btfuriil &tAU 
mem of the bim, ippaiendy to tetmivc the Ini I bar ihickenrng itid 
^cniuic j thin cTOEvicctbfi. Tbti trimming it tfs mtticied ind 
funciiaiully oncnicd, th^r d&pitr luch Lirrlfjcn being techiittilly 
bifjcc poiiiti. It a fKW unduly comridictoiy to dm them with 
orthodox, uiii£icuny trmnned Tint illummct a pioblcm 
(aatig Aiiitriluii typoUigias^ Imwevet, th.it nkal tyjKi arc taicr 
than their vitiint nr jiHnnahiut furniv. Vet, deipite tiilvtypical 
(or fiub^pcciet) var^ijiion, it tt uuful to cb^ify gcn^ic lypei for 
%pix:m) in order to evaluate prchimnc »Qciaii?i at a general level evT 
tedinological (or cultural) development. 

SopKimeated cju+uitifalivc mvtxuganoii ol cKcavated point' 
indumiet ai YaTar and in the OeripeJIi dt«fia liive b<xn ccin- 
plcted both by Mn j. M Flood *od Dt Ciime! "Wliiie, but tm 
com parable (tuebet lu'vt been anempted futtJicr «iuth. Ttwe ii 
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pim^piins induieiryi far whifcthirpim 
It one of ihc dmiuctjvc rmpitmcriti of jnciqtitLy, n \u% been 

one of the most lUi^efintcL Tltc Cinit by pArrIy with \\m%c w'lio 
used the term ttxiscly Ji a lytmtiym jbr Jiny pointed fl 4 ke (md 
thmfore (ucaied il>e rypt cveiywIiercX and wuh iHhcti 
who dtllriedi the type rcuncttvely hy nrferrorc ici the btrtden rif 
South AusicaJi^ (tioi turprisuitgily^ tliotc icspotisible wac South 
Auftnluns), A tcJiitic Jirtjnitiofi must ttbie to ptopoxtion and 
symmetry, in ^iddiiion to absolute mediufementi; jnd \ht 
coniuinm^te tkill requited to mrmvc minute Ikkct dtW by 
ptestuic or percui^sioii produced Arribas witli neiihetic ovotoon 
which were iiirdy beyond the demands of mere luncfioru 
T. D. Campbell prcHjgoniii of IdclI devclopmeDf# defined 
the 'typitd' South AuJiTjIuti pirri ol'thc Ljkc Eyre »<sjiiA ii 
ivnugjiig 4botu fuur cm. in Jengrh, with » widiji ibont j ilitrd lh» 
Fy J? dimctmnrt, ^lihuugli sp<ttmn» up to nmt cm, Jimg ate known. 

He found th^r there w» also a itimtler, tiouicr vanani (the Fulham 
pim} )d more loiittimi jku. and ht Inferred that nxe dtmmtshcil 
altai to iheoM uf Lake Eyit. 'riiit size rraiiiiiion is cmiftmted. hut 
It e* tend* well beyond vate coiifin£i. Tiny, bin supohly ttimmcil 
points (tome p«Mtttc»flikcd), wete eircavAted m Qiieeralaitd at 
KeniiifTcave and The Tombs in third and second millennium 
Fit ^7^ ac cpnicxii, Pirns have been excavated in the Nonhern Teift' 

rory, but thetr itzc range is from medintn to imall, and vatuiioni 
ill firuilung retouch arc particulaily common. AmtJysu of the 
Ingaladdi points may quaniify the problem. 

So many ptrti porntt ate imall, that wme w'orken believe that 
they were untuned as ipcar^tieads, while dote examnuiian of 
their tips mj reveal the w'car iKCessaiy lo valiiiale then use ai 
ditlli. (Thn laun was a loculued, uenridary rc'Ut# obterval lu 
recent (Imetj. IffounJ overtui, many pirrit wnuld lie dctctibcd ai 
arrow .heads, but despite ttm attractive hypothesis, t licit ti im 
cvidcrKc rhai the Aittrtaliain cither ptKscsied the bow or had lost 
tile an oratdmy. It it , ouner of ubserviiion that museum 
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collect iom pofsc$(j 0 roe lunevttppcd ipcxn, meludtri^ Kimberley 
bifacial poinn» Mhkh arc lurpriungJy unall and whose lipr [mv 
icei leu than two cm. from ihar adhaive. Pcmibly the tire mu' 
leadt, at dimtnutivcncu docs not neensttate fragility; mtall iipt 
might prow mure practical than lotigi tleiider ones. Poutbly 
alto, It wat a nuiiee of balance, m which the idaiivcty large 
teusDut mamx wat an cucntul dement. Piemge » another tdet* 
vanr factor: ii nuy have been at piaiiewinthy to uic a *cnlb<buttt 
tmall tip, aif'it wai to employ pirtmiitmt laige me*, whkh 
ihattend upon impact. 

Ausnalian miciidhhic blade mdusnci plot intriguing drvru 
buthitul paiicrrei. wifh cnncaitntMjnt in (he wuth'Ca.a. The 
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lif. jy moH tum I Mtiy «C4vo ud tpet; imct« d bcK li gftimctrtc and aiym '■ 

inemcalfy baciitd (Banclaian) type* were recovered at KenniflT 
^ -^9 fjve and adjacent GimaTvon Gtnge. Detpne iccent tiiKiujit' 

field wnrk in the Nmtliem rctrttnty't I'np Etid» mr tpecinierii 
tuve been idmtiRfd tlicfr, and tliuy jk abietu alio n> the Laitn 
region Ilf dape Vntki (Iw only teemr of that niinfiem cxrrcmiiy w 
Ikr invrtfigati^. Indeed* iliere is ro reliable record orrhcii oecuro 
renre far norrli oF (lie Tropic of’Csipnconi, while the latgeu 
collcctioii Irom widuo the tropin wji made at Millittram Iijif 
a cmtuiy ago, on the rjonocue kivei, Wntern A-imratia* This 
inipnttant attemblage hai been anatyied by 1. C- Clovcri who 
detennined that both gcumcinc and thmdaian vatianti were 
ptetcni, rogether with tula adzc'llakn. He found dut dtcre wai 
a remarkable mot pint logical aiidteclinotugica] limilatify between 
theic backed bbdn and coltixittiu* rrnm tlw Sydney ttghTn, 
hglii aao» iIjc coruiiieni. 

rite ipntadic occuttmte d find >porj on ihc Wnr Auuralian 
landvcafK U beiT explained by levtricted turvey, and u inlbcirntly 
cnnittlcni to hitif 31 a cultural euroinuum lUctehmg jcnnr lo 
Lake tyre and iht fondi'Taii, wliicli it tlic Foent iiT gcometTie 
mictnliih diuributinti. t-2i>,iOOO ipccimctii went collcaed in a 
rcirtictcd am weo d Lake Toncm.f While Bondaun types 
alio ocmr ui 5 «mh Auftralia and Viauna, tbwi wai an extras 
nrdtrury conccntraiign on Cfuilal iitci m imtthcni Mew South 
Walct, and tbfluuridt 01 carefutty itimnied tpeciinmi ate dit- 
through pnvaic and muteum enilcctioin. |. V. S, 
«« 4. Me;^w t Circaviiiiin of ilw tanduiinc ihelier ai Cnitacnmng 

piodueed oi'ci root) backed bbdn m sttaTigrapKic context and 
then analytit thnuld cnnirihiric Hibtunlially to an nbjeciivc 
appraital oj the piubtcm. 

It It evident ihar while Bondaiau vaiMnii dmw a ciuiial icn* 
dmey in their octumnee (Ini may kiuIt rnim inaderinaic fidd 

knowledge. For example, tlicy wen pna«nt ht rhe < inat Drvidmg 

angc jt KmnifT and The lombr, and Dr McBrydc bat 
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tltnti <icaf Milparifik^i in rhc o^ncnic rncMtH'WtfSf iiJ 
New SctEili Wj 1«, fr may be cluiftiiid^ thefckrtc, tlui !>ubjifa m 
x;cj;icmil vitr.2[iaiu tbe djuribimuii uf aj] niicrniNtlik lyjici tt 
Totjg}i1y aiikiirii^iii; mi,we prcciur dHininnn lawaih field ujrvej, 
i* inttfcutiig ihitf uiiifjcMl point dittaburmn omlapt tbit 
enmpfoe m tonibrctmul Aii^alu* ai landing;, The 

Tmttbs and Kcjui! iff cave, pim pointj and rtncmritlnc locili Wat 
avsoaaccd m (Ik «mc Uyctu On the mlnr hand, that arc m< 
pim poioti m Vletchna, cUi^ic area 0rgimmciric niKToJitli pro-^ 
du£tjnti;ilicy aie UekmgaJh^ jn ttinny Bniniauri mnitxtiin New 
Sondi stales- t^tnn and rnitTiihibidiL-Tctbrc carinor liccnviugcd 
comporicnriufihr^ifiic ci>iiipi>$ncm4)l!t. Simibrfy, aldmugh it 
n poKiibfe fbat fk^rulaun jmj gcnmcixjc rnfrtii were aiUiriatcd on 
ijngk iMk jn ^ncm area^, dm pni^ibiliiy iv oecluJcd in 
ircis ci| cxclufiive genmemr rq^icimitatintip 

Evidence 11 jtcuttiuLiimg to ncablnh tlut m prchitcnr^cr timn 
backed biadn were hatred, perhaps tnha ai:^ ptnjcctilr tipi and 
hot bit nr w in lenet saw^knite bladti^ wirb ihc hlujjied hack 
embedded m fhe jJlie^ve. [iiformaiivt ^pecimcm with trace! 
of the min piKscrvcd have Inren exeavared Jt Frr>mm\ Landing 
and It Graman (whete the Emplcm^ti art mote than 
I \A}t 41 yeati<ii)J)t fi ri fcentdcd m reeeni innei rfiac gtotnciric tnicmfnhs 

were held between ihuinh and fbreHngcr dy ritig Imtnan bItK>d< 
Ictfmg and sciriJynig cefemoiiic), bm tri uich ninaatieci ilictr arc 
indicarKwis that ihe« wcic limply rr^nicd, diicarJed pcehivtotie 
u>d!i: lurtit'c icairm. nf mKrnlirhi are ai visible m rcccnr 
Aborignirt jt rn avid cah inci coHcctiin, 

backed btsdet wat teenvetEd at Cmmarr, 
wFitte both gcnfTuttie and Bondaian rnrtrii belong to the ibiiitfi 
millcnmum nt^, and a comparable amiitntry icrmi poinblc at 
Wijvqrii t’roiTumtiiMY, Viaoru, Their mmr rtrertr itcttiftence 
ccritrei armind ao leop. m the New bngland otci idMkndatteef 
and Sctlaiidi and at Mi Burr, South AunraJia. A Jarge cJimcr of 
dairtfrorti New South Vi alamcscstjblidtttihc apogee 


126 


Pithktcr}^ 


|irnvductiou IxiiwMI it if third! millciiniiim ltd Jiid tlif 
Hits millennium a 4Jid the evidence frcuii Suurh Auirwlii h 
^ n^vtent With ihii chri>riciliigy. Ho^wet, as therr Jiifrilmiifm 
ipani iht oirrai^T, Wtifcrn Auitmtiii n -i cniaal for 

<ljfru»ioiiKi tpeculark^ii. While rhe oldest evidence n: ewieiii. 
4iiid diif a pu^iibly the tcginn wlieir mtaultlhic tctliiutftici 
nututcJ, the wciterri etuit nuy Ixavc received ihc caflicH lech* 
iiicunf. The bnitcfetie Kiver-Millirrtjm Aiej oflen jumetive 
pti lipniv fiir future i^] d wttrk. wlterc excavjtiom Ji nd TiI dinctrbun 
dates must ten thu hyppihcus, and c^ablish wlietber ^eometne: 
and Bandaian Ibtmi dev^elopcd cndepcikdcutly til wdc dtffuKil, 

The tmtxbrjty between miiioltthie toulf bath within Ausculu 
jnd nvencAs is wi marked, rl^ai it is eaiin to accept a flieory cif 
inuside oiigiini iJun m pautihitc indcpcndcui tnvenimn. Unlike 
Kutic bntopcjn vpnrimeus, bmevo^ the rnicnvbimn teehm4pje 
w^is ncn employe^ and the implemenT was made on a complete 
blade or hbdclct^ mir uptui hj|t|ficnti n! one ioii^ blade. The 
gcugraphjcany clii^beu paralleis 4 rt ihe undated 2i4ciiibtigt^ of 
thtc Wide c^niU in souths western CelelTm and wcaiefn Java. In 
rheic jtea% varmus forms of backed blidci ciunpatibJe in 
dtmcnfiunf and moTphnlngy lo thme of piclniio™ Anitralai 
piyt&ibly weie liyieiaied wiih umtjcijl point iridustnci. T hetc 
iimtlantiei act hi visually ippareiU tfiat some comaicttLitiif l hive 
taken ihrm i% typohsgHrally wK and applied Anuta I Mn nunien^ 
cUttirc m Itidaneiiaii awemblajs^ciH SiicJi priciiees are premanift, 
pending Indonesian Held w\trk f^i ^btnh ttnafigraphy and 
4WK:iaifi>riH afbed wih qiunoianvc arri^cnial aiiilyvn. It is 
a ipweuljiiv^ hypothont thii boih piifni and nncudithii: blade 
itiduRtJrs lud difToaituted bdurc tcadnng Ausitakit altlKiugd* 
diemihcaiian cvirunmed and tltir while Atiihrm LinJ was 
ilif likely bcidkliad tm the fiirmer iccjuutlogyi ruinlkO/nutn 
Aitotalia wih the pi>suhle curry area lor the Uitcr. 

It veemv vihd to obseivc of ibe ctmicrap w1k»c functionaf 
atpeeii were djxeiiitrd m dtapcei h tbit m ctiIttiiaJ sign ifin nee 
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Tilt Prfhiifjiy nf Auimlm 

lui bcoiiir iiiitaTiin wtth the af ftmt, h ticemed cticaT<ui 

m 194^1 wlicn McCarrhy pvkb 1 i$he^ \m Cteick mcjiinit. 

A bisic cypoftigicil dtffoicnJLifiup wa* evidcni bctiveni (he lower 
depolK, which CotiuiiTcd iM Aud rHiJy iiK 

pind iht! upper dcpotn wbcrc hacked blades wete AhmM enttrdy* 
bitf uvtniy^thrcc elouct^ wae picient. Nof untc^nablyi 
McCarthy argued fTom thit evidence co die reilify uf a dual cub 
lural iccjucncc tri cjjsiciti New South WjJci, tdtncd Barulnjti 
arvd EloiicrorL 

Subicquiinr exuv^Moni hav*e fiiitcd tn produce Hitch a ptiiern 
uj miuiuit crttcltiiivcnni^, all hough ^bey provide gmcrjl cou' 
hVrrutiott qf thit inrcrpnctannu for the Sydney region. For example, 
at Cumcuirang, tdrhuugh cloum and backed bkdfi ccMCSiiM 
ro •! gtcaicr aetent than at Lapitonc Creei. a ptcliniinary calcu^ 
littofiorthc profn^rtianoTelnijm la i3«hcr backed bbdri., between 
nnddlr and upper Uycri^ ihnwH that it tme from i X lu 45 per cent* 
L’tiiig ndiiH^arbnn anirtatmn% it couJd be argued vn suppon of 
(hrt them that* if Capcrccc Site 1 was abanduned more than 
4000 yan ago, this may f^pUin the occutfewee of |i3 Bondi 
pnttrtr and uiily «vea doueti^ Ctmvcnclyi howcvtft, atulyut 
oflifidt fiotti two liiei doted to il^ bsi miHetitimm provided urdy 
meagre lajppuri fiit any presumed lilaucran pljaie—Gymea Bay 
produced a iingU ebueto^ while Diirrai Norrh coniamed two, 

Sfrvtral prehiHoriani alto fee) ttut there: arc piobFcms contrem-- 
tng rhe qiiautrcatnre dciiiutiou uf rhe EiliHieran type^ setUfU 
{lazardiiui to aurdate iiiittteted ipectmrin from far-^uiig regiutit 
uniil ficid tcHcaith embhijsrt tJu: validiry d" their rdeniiticaibn. 
Otiicn ha ve mhgivtngial'NHii clatsilyrng the OeiipcHi sppcjmcnr 
w^uh i^iurc fcom New^ Si*mh Wain, dnprtc ihr lUntpTiologica) 
stmiLimy of a pTupiimon fA rhe (ooJi: ai pteseut jiio* tire gap 
dattribaaicui between hop:! hem Qjiccridiind and CT^npdli rcqtriiei 
brrdgmg. Mute fundammiaj u die iune td' drawing boinidi 
between varutuiL jiid gndaiitiiii in ilie geriut backed blade I 

di™ aitenuon 10 thii pTublem ai KenlulTcave, when dwftbmg 
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j niinuLc gciimctnc mutaljili md ^ Wpc orsn #jf idcnocil lura^ 
which might luvc bmv Cpt.^ily dr^iguatcd .1 thin dniicni, Tht 
Cumciirrang cxcj^Tittnti Iiigii 4 tgliual ihii ciinhtcsf^Ty prolv 
Icm^ winch ii under ex^nirnaixnn bj 1 . C. Clln-vcr And J. S- 
AtiJ {licit fiiul lust mil 11 AW sued 

A lunlief djf&culty n ditotiubgtCAh At LApsetone Creek me, 
which wj^ tsdhMTATLHtnfiislcd thirty ywn After m cxcsvstmn, the 
Bnndaiiin dirtux incrrurtiMJ by i7Cia± too nr iANLi tci}» 
whilt aU tu« Ilf Buildswn pointf hsd Jiwppearfd by tiO± t €0 
w e f ANl.^ 11),. Yci such an cariy decline in the ionunct orihii 
type, wai unijiu.ih si rcitiln fmitt CiirrscuETicig, the Hnntcr 
Rivet vsllcy sfid New hiiglind, djiing iiitii ihc second mtUen* 
tiiuin Att^ dcmnnsiTSie. Tlieic And otlirt cxcAVjnoni indicsie 
futthet ihsj ciDuers were eithct carlter ikui* nr corvteniprary 
with, eIic 6rii wppcsraiicc uEi mjny iitcs <sf vaiintn I nrms of backed 
blade. Aceepcing cuitcnt idmtificjtioiii st uec vstue, ekuiera 
were preienr iti ^uih Auntstis and Qinanulsiid wiwiJitd 4WOCS 
yean sgn* and even esrher At Cramsrif in New Englsnd 
i 69 o+ lejo nr■), 

Diviimnc d iiiTiCk spacv srtd lypnlogy ctl duiiCTS sre bhitred. 
Slid It n nocesury to await danficanon ham deiatkd nrc 
fneur\. Curracttirtatig pomi^ baste dsta^ but impottsm cvi# 
dctieensbi forthcoming iniq^irmtiftlwir cxcavatminhy K. V, S, 
Wftgltt Iwth Jt Smiths Cre^, north of Sjdntfy* and st Units. 
Quccntlartdf by D, H- Mncite tn ihc Hutner Kivtr area* and by 
R-Ji Lampen ai Humll Like* south nf Sydney - 

In sddiiinn tu the general adupcicn d a vsneiy of adzci^ pojuti 
Slid backed bUdciy c^hiif ipcctaiiicd imne trHd\ winch ehJTactCT> 
i«d Abiif^insJ cniiure dnnng the pan few miJIauna included 
bnmw and edge^und axes. Hntini* like fa hies tor v, tcceiwed 
mrogntttnn m the Sydney area cathe^ ihsti cliirwiicfv. Tticie arc 
grounds for believing that fliit ii bccsiric the type 11 cnucmiTatcii 
ni castcrii New Snmh Wslin* hiii 11 msj slio rrmli 60m a failnre 
by OMiie-'cnllKtftn ehewhefc td identify (lie (Old S» K- Milfhell 
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fit 


liimtricd iJI fdbfriic fo k iit hi^cljisificjiiiry iiii'wrjf, md ttc wai 

rTpir%t:cirJtivt n( rln* Victorun ichnnl iif Ii* mf ly^J 

tif titt evidence* I cxpnciH’d tcicTva^ttoiti* wliieli mim I'e 
wuhdwwfj in k\k lij^hr *>f itccumijiafcd evidence. IVunm* which 
mt clAiiihAhk under Old Wneld ikirmSf hive been eirciviicd m 
untij^cd eonicxu m Nrw imglmd jrwl 5a Optiiicc* Ciirra-' 
cutMiig, Gfmea tUy iiid iiptm nilwr ciw c^uiw litcv: ihat 
itMjil« <r««imn 11 KtiinilTc^vi. Theeirlstni ducd ippciMncr 
Ilf ibr type ti fKiMjbly durmg the (hitd or cjrly icciind miHcn^ 
nntm n r. Bunii^ ire prcMsni in rhe upper Inpitbcfdi a^^cmhliifc. 
fcKcrpf for rhe furpristugly early IHciiUicaic oconrmce *if 

peeked 4lief edgc^fiujid it the iVLiIjiu^n^ett, Niivi^^nii^yn 
4iid Tyiniedc II Oidiciiw iicar C^etrpellip 4ltd dieic ^ppiteiiil 
paiistaia: ilimu^uitii die piidijvbirf nf &iie% ilir arlieu date 

fni dicK $echiiit(uri mi 4lt tKhcT Aumaluii ittn i% tliiiii mtllcti^ 
nwm nc, imnnd which period the knowledge termv io hxvi 
diFruted widely and riptdly* Higidy developed grinding tedi-^ 
njqiict jppean-d in New Cuinu »ft ikC4Ti'l^ktaiicen< COIKCXIS 
Sn ihc Oetipcih ncctiirencc wA\ tim unique deipite lU ipparcin: 
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£kitiift t<> mJlucrw Auin-ili^n leclinulc^y itid (o pcn^if tht 
Itificctbjul At tiiH early peiW, Thrtt ii need of dmiNd icsciTch 
upon axe (yppfbgy, diKjibuiktJt and smwets of none \vithiiii 
Ammiu. U ii tare for awi to have been gfmind all ovet^ aiid 
poEtshed form%, lo comirinn m Mebn^is* ate viinially nil'' 
fccneded. Axci w«e firtt flijpetJ by Halting, and ihcti lH« cntlinj 
edge ¥rai giPuncL Iti addiiiiity over irussi of nfHtbetn Aumalia 
and in cawem iitai, Iwmmet'dresaing (peeking) wA% tnmetimn 
lited tti diapc the fiaked^axc blank nt wilKied pehble- 
Amongn tEw maa interesting vamrui art Uige peeked and 
grooved axe^ or poundfr^i of tamb^casrcjn Aunralia. Victerfian 
tpeeimrnt ait known with ane or dtcnrling groora and one 
or mare median o? dbgoual giomrcs whidi extend round the 
btjtr end ta join ilte enciftling gtoovci. Airhotigh ptHwmably 
des^Rcd as i ba&ing device* thetearc no rdiaWe recordiofetlimv- 
graphic ipectmeni so hali^f io die type ii tnily prebiucrit- 
Anoihcr imu^uaJ kamre of diese pfditunnc specimms is rlieii 
me and weight i tome weigh tevcral potnub. It w micmiitig that 
of tbe PUiwocene axes excavated by Dt Carmel White neat 





Th fl/ Ammlm 

fi| fkr Ocnpelli wm t£> ht gttK^vfd at wm\iai. It ii vmtth rcflcc(m|; 

(hat wink Polyncwan Has aitraincd ippcialm 

ottcmiaii tW many ycat^, titt lotarcti in Auitrahj hai 

tCATcdy commcncecL li is rvnknt \bMi shcrt jprc mukcJ icptmid 
vjfuiiinis m the size, ^upt .imj dq^ttt i£ fiiuih mi AxcAicAdi, 
but clwifkzmfy tcscartb m minaim collexiimis rtmants fw 
fntucE: fttidy. 

It If dtfftciilt tu ftfscfi ihc Significance of tfic tmiie mipkmcntt 
ind leckncflogiri ofiftc himitw Wtaic gf Aboti^mal tukurci 
The iTitnKJiictmn of mw logJi rnrtclicii nutciLiI ciiiiine; if h 
iluf the <Ttfw di^-im enenlitJt;cd coniiclcrablc tcginnal 
flcxjbifrry in Wftcslici n penraned grratcf cinimd owt ihc 

cnvirgjimtni is conjeemraf. aunpjrcd wiih riic Tav 

fiutitiiii f^coujitcrcd by Ltuopcan ictikrs, who Leked ttitic 
moje fophinic^ed uniK it wnttid fwin tliar the Ini ihc nuin^ 
Unda dniiild have bmi a mittt ellici^ir »ine. In addiiinn lo bek^ 
mg all vafiettci of azet, adzcsi ww-'koives and siwnt^iippcii 
$pca¥ii (he IdocT'day Tafmamant knew rnttbrng of bcamcrangi 
ot tptlaMliiowm. Does thii fncj.ii ihjit ihw LirchacnlogiCjlIy 
pcndublc wooden lOEift aftn wetc fim mtrndiiced int 4 > AuitLihj 
during the Inventtsr Phase and nmr penetrated Tavnanii! 
Even ifitueh itmuUttonf ate mealid* the mamland tool-'kn w- 4 V 
nriorc complex after perhapi jogo hc than previously» (x^ssthly 
allowing tho'ic w!>o povsesdied it m exploU their riivironmeni more 
dTicienfly thia the ‘ItavC'iwits*, Perliap the uiujimo was cotn-' 
parable to the jrtival of HtmiJ urpteitr tn l^kivfoc^e F-umpc* when 
hc suppLimed nrmifTthelmtti. In h:tih itivrancei ihc rait d 
techrmbgreal nmovatiao aud diffusion \v-4% tebtiveh rap^dj 
p^ivifbty it terminated Stages 111 the cultural development of there 
cqrinri^iTf |ro borrow Amcncaii phniitcologyl, wiili drastic 
dfccti upon the older cultural miia. Yet tn Auittjilijp die p^- 
iittcncc ofcAiiia flake, cofc and pebble rradiiinriv into the Uivcn* 
tive and Adaptive Phasei^ perhapt impitev that the innovJtioJii 
I unitnovatcrrf) w^eammibicd by ihcortgirut pop uladon* 


T|J 


Chapter V 


Abori^iml Origins 

1 tccir urif^tiL. hkc ihju ^ thm^ m cttaiiaa A mvaivod in imprnftTr hl f 
n. 1. m STd^iiLI-UICI, Pk^'^k^l Dtutipti^ SiMrf* IVskr^ Vw Owmw4\ W 

T A$fHA>iiA^\ Ait known to have bttfi nub!»l>cd In riidt 
iili^nd for wdJ over iooo yean; prmini^hly they had mwed 
dry^^idi jnd w<rc noLued by the inmsde icj^tcvct iw whidi 
dmwncd Smirr io,oooof i i.oooyejrf jgo. [kTorreximinini; 
the mainland ntuiijoti during ihe l^g period b«w«n Miii^i 
niituUmva] dow n lo ilic Iftvnnive « «rtlevant to cniHidct 

die Taimafiian cvidcncr. 

VVtini Hm fn£ounii.^frd by Lumpearn^ Ta Iranian matenaJ Ta^KAifiAii 
culrurr appeared %o ludtmcritiry didi cvtiJuiionary iheoriut ^ATEaiAt 

brrr jfidtfed it a ^ondioure offotsil facts* tidward Tylm dubbed rjjiitsu 

Tatrnaniam the ‘leptescniauvei of P^daepttdiie Man’; John 
LtibbiK-k implienly drtued tlinr humaniij with his mi^liaiuuic 
apbornm: "llte Van Diemeivr and rtir Snuih Amcfican art 
to rtic amiqitacy what the npvnumi and tlorh ate to Thcgciirf>g]it/ 

Tl^ Taimatiian tooUkii tacked luch r)‘picj| AufuaJian tions u 
rhe tpcar-<hrnwxr, hoouicraiti;* ihietd^ aiteand adjt^ and irietntW 
no ci>tu|XHrEc tufied tools to lupplcmtnt umplc w^oodcit spears 
and clubt. Stone lont^ appiii'ntljr tumtited nf liatid^ta^pcd 
(Tikes, cotes or pchhks^ and atrtuni^i thne tt&a fkilfn! ibaptng 
and rccomhing. iccimtqiin nf'gnndmgt ddicaic blade piudtuimn 
and pmtiirt^aking were unknown* Taimanians lacked the 
company ciTdiiigoci, but cvidcnfly not by cLbuicc. humpean dtigi 
wert asstnulaled inny thcit huiiung e^DJigmy with ludl rapid Hy 
that by lAjotheywcreavubitjnitfHtfand nunicTisujiatiniitamland 
Abttfigmal camp. Ai carJy ai iNpap ihe oeptorer Sif Thnmas 
Mtichdl argued cogenriy fbat die Abongmet had reached TaS' 
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n«nij bdl>t« the rorttuimn »?f Baw Str 4 ii, but brimc 
Jttived iii cum bf the umc nir^tti, 

Opiriiont Cfirirrrnirtg T^tmanufi tirigiRi h^ve HuctUiited 
during (he paii ccrmny. and d»nvhc» f eliUttficd diem broadJy 
into DvErtandei^' and ‘drirtm*. rmpentetiu uf the viwv dat 
Tajmjtttam uitgutaJtjf itccupied Autnnlu genera tty agievd ihat 
Taiituiiwii cvideiifr w« at) cthmigtaphic feticajou of jnvUt 
Auttralian ciituifc. Opponoin etatmed a demit of positive 
evuletiee fhi any cull lira I cniihccttoii and preferred that the 
Taciiunianf should drift or coaK fiom some area of Oceinie 
N^titif tnflucucc, utual()f Nw CaJedoiria. Despite engetulftcd 
heal, thetc was tinalJ fight i>utpui« 'I'he baric dcdcicnciet wire 
aichacoLigita] data, from Mefanesia and Ausrrafta ijo fejs dun 
fftifli Tasmania. N, B. Tindalc culiccted td>tnc ml cresting 
^vidmcc ^iid offered ciwrd^inm, hm ahbimgh latci 

rcKjfcb ctijbltili ifie vjliditjr of lita mtuiriotip thtf must 1» 
described 21 pietiuiute in ihccotitrjtf oThti cimc^ 

Only rjuii4niin e^ivucimD^ e4n dercnniiic whnhcr Atnv 
rigitMl ftutcml ciilmne |H:THT?ed ihtciiighcfut l^Autunuii pze> 
biivjvy Uftthoui lubsiJittimF dihcriiiiin« wtiilc ilttxrled lypidnjjiciJ 
enmpanum t( Ascntul Ixtswecn the earbni stone implemciid 
and ihose ot comparable amiqiiity on die tiuintand. in ofdri to 
cstabliih ofhcifMTt they poueu culnital afhnny* It wa-s nca tmril 
when Rhys jonn oimmencjcd a senes of cxcavaiMiis in 
ntirth^weuern Tasnurm, rhat itniiigraptitc nnic/cjcpih was 
intntdiiccdi. Hu diicT sitci ate tsst> eaves at RiKky Otpc and 
annthei ai Siaicn'' Cteek, and d« ejsteiisivc middens on West 
roiiHL btii only interim research iqaont ate available. So'CtaJ 
fadiocjihujt cHtmaiiotis obtained by C. Kebcr, for wniplei fmm 
w^cly dispetted mydensandai Rocky Ope South cave, vvetf 
Ctiliccicd bdrirc Joiw commcticcd rcbc.in!h. 

Ilijcty Cape South cave pren'td to ht tmeofibe mwtt tmpiiitjiii 
iitct i^c,iv4Tcd tn AuitiilLiu h wa* dug cjtiittifvcly by dHjfi 
wmken, mubing in the tfiriitVA) nf t^ic uppermoii ixrctipAtrfUi 


bycn 4iid mmc diaiirb^iict cFscwho^ Even if cuimitiacs m 

immcn^ lEMfl^c^ ihcH iiiiiJdcii;. jtill ovci tcfi toet tlikk, wAI 

srrjuficii, itid ndi iii iumt jnd b^nc irrruim; a Ewt 

jbner ihf! haw was dared if'» 6170+ tcio riC* while ibe rnpmiwi 

lUfvmng yraiiim wjii r^5± too ttc (V-Sj j* The accidcritil 

dticovery ot J fow cavity^ waled when depcnii aeciiinubicd in 

ftam ot ic« enabled jonn (o octend cxca valid ns during 15^7 into 

thjt aoiw. It nfreted 4 uiuque expettmctit in AnscraliaQ itsdich, 

bcciuw If! tutlace, iiner^d wirb sbetl and birnc nrTusc^ camp 

fire lichiii and dnearded itniK tmUp i'ud tcmained tmiCT since ihe Ptiie ^ 

last occiipatfti abandoned ihew cramped quaiien. To judge frum 

ihe age fifrbo bycr which waled ir^ this was abotii 4000 yeart agp. 

PrcJimnuiry arutysis by Jones mdicaies ihat tlic sue separates 
Enio two tria|iif occupatioiul pliasi^ Tlic town tbe fcti was nch 
in (auiial remaim and iliould perm it sophiuiLited dietary cakin 
Urinnk A number of welbmadc bnrw pointi. and tpatulF^ of 
walbby fibulae te^ify to a bimt^’vt'nrktng iradmoti. At thsi period^ 
fionc supplies were |pca(, and locJs eonstited of rdiiivdy un^ 
dtffcrtntjiied tetonebed flakes uid ujnELcaTty flaked pebbks^ 
two large aftcmawly flaked coics had Injctj uwd bm as todt. 

Tfic top foul feet^ hcgiiiniiig lonw 1000 yean agpi was pwte* 
m faujul consem and no hone tonh were found, bur none anifacn 
woe plentdhh nwhidliig many rmy flakes. Fuic^graincd rronc:, 
of which up ra five per cent was obtained from relairvely diMatn 
qtiimes* sijppJemimtcd tt>cal sourtes. To the conunued tradjiiKUn 
of Simple re^uched flakes^ this 4 iccii|u[irin added simIL carefully 
trimmed^ liigluidumcd flikes with cancaw nlges, and cKhrtt 
wtih oaep, uepdlakcd brerat raouch. 

Alihongh Riwky Cape Noitb cave depimt wai nraiified fm 
nine feci, forw carrclatcsortly dw: buatim two fort wwh the ady 
occupatiitii at South Ovc, 1 »oyatdv away, anddits is cnnfitwicd 
by dam ranging fmm I47f±i ts fit ro ac 

Orily 04 W boite tool wai pteunt, wiiile it»e nldm stone 
aittbcti few and gencratiwdp However^ in rhe rop seven foci 
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coocinuui^ t« AJ> 1)0(^1113 (V-lt7^, ihoe were jw botw 
implcmciia hn icitne* were numerous ^nil 4 iiignoitjc< Jiicreaiing 
UK W 4 » ifutlc dt imptnted uw rn»(crij[», wbik fmaJI, tnuitded, 
concave unpJcmenis were Rianufacttircd, luiiiLu to those at 
South Cave. Aitiongst othet ittouched liiket were flat, cjitulai 
scra|>asi there wai luiliutiito rraciure on sttuil, ilhC'Jike, altct' 
tutcljr fUkeU cdrei. 

Slum Creek site, only seven miles caw, wai uruiified for five 
fen and in bwt occupaiton dated from 4100+S8 Be [N-S-W. 
(7). The evjiicnee was compatablc wuh the upper levdtai It ocky 
Cape, in that some uone supplies were intpnne^ while alienutely 
Hiked cota and iinall, doined, steeply tetouched and concave 
types were reptesented. In additiutt, there wasa range ofKcondarp 
trimmed flakes, lomr nep/flaked, logcthei with unificially and 
bi£)cia]]y flaked pebbles. 

The Wen Point midden ii tine of a van enmpicjc Istiwreii 
Cape Grim and Sandy Cape, which evidently served as a foctA 
I'btf (hr ptehutaric oecuptiun. Excavation established that the shelh 

and b^e'packed midden wai eijdtt feet m depth, this occupation 
spanning about nx ceniutiet, fioin the (iist century Ai>. [ones 
obtatned the largest exmvaicd CitituI usemblage—ovei 20,000 
boncs—m Auiteaha, and lit 4rul]f'ii% ijisuld Ciiiintbute in 
valuable csirk^eal study. Despite this plethora of bone, only a 
few piecm had been utilised, thcrclry piovtding additional pmof 
ihai burw iixil produetion belonged to the earliet stage of nonh' 
westertt Tasmanian prehtsO'ry. Possibly (ive to eight pet 
cent of the }o.o(» excavated Bone anilacct bore some iciouch, 
and these tncluded a vartay ol scrapers, comparable with the 
flake tools from the upper levels of tire civc sun. 

There was obvioitily a measure of agreement nr the iialurc of 
the evidmee it all sites. At lonct' cxcavauotu were extensive, tt is 
iik^y that they provided a represeniauve umple of Tasnunian 
prehtniny, at lean m m notth'wesicm aspect, and they have wider 
tmpltcariom. The stone types have clow paralUt with stidace 
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m irdhcr pAm of T^smanu; they 4tt in keqiing aIvi with 
yakmzcd And gcnmli^ed commfncf on impIcmcjiCii UM:d durrrij; 

Ctmtiiul prntahtiiorjizdjLyt. Hci^cva^ wcsfkitittiAttd in the south' 
cui by bL Lounndu^ ifiould aihh a wider cvAliUcmn ttf 
bljgti lqi«el)f Jctm^d 'TAinuiiJAnV And should t™ Jimki" 
hypmhevrt ilut tite eArliot Rot is y CApe Sotnb imiumy wai 
auder ihAii cnrnemiKiTary oncs^ elwwhcic. 

Jodo iiifcri that s^riclimtau pjneirti in hfS itfvion ihemed 
incfcaiing fumlmity widi rwuivct avaiUbie and aiiapiaMon m ijaf £iiini;;i 

nivimnmental coiidiridni. IndutnuJ changed i>ccimed wiib 
itrtie* berth m ilic d^liinng bone mduitry and in the nmotiiig 
maatry of iTiii>c>knapping« aldiougli he i^ncsrions whether the 
early Rocky Cap< South assemblage wai ixnally fcprcKiwjiivc 
ul Taimsitiiaf] fooUkm every wIktc at tjiai timc+ Drtriary changci 
are Tcflceted in dte boruri of fith, tturme and land artimak, and 

nmJluiciR remain^ but tirae tiiua itdl l>c aiulysed. Some diifts 
rvidenily miilied fmm changmg IoimI ptdcTcnct% pantculatly 
the astpnidiing fan (luppanect ethnugraphmlly) that liih was 
nnr m bia prehiitdijc Taiftianiai altimogh a basic com-^ 
mudtty earlier. Other cliangcs M^crr tictM^s^aiy adjuiimcfiti lu 
uaiuial or human tnHuentes, such as the virtual ItKil cxtinctioft 
loog yean ago of the ehicT food aninialt ifie Sni nitern Ekpharn 
Scat poistbly due to Aboriginal himiing 

auivrties. Tiie tneteatmg importioce oDand manupiaU and icA 
birdi til tlie brer days of Rocky Ca{>r Motih, iruy be a reHminti 
ol the detUuing wal pnpularimi; ii may akii nulicarc s itKjfe 
cflccijve explciiuruin of a wider rarigtc of protein suppJwi- 

Thevt discovicTies ewabliih rbc reality of [cmporal eliaitgc and 
increase rbe prnbahduy of discerning legroual vanatrum in die 
pattcin nf Taumman culture. iTity also higfvhgbt jfn unJer^ 
lytug eitfrurai timdun ty o# bomogcnciiy, which n tnnrf than a 
nicic inliciitaiice cniTimun m all huiiier^iyia'gAilietm. While 
altetaiidni m maiettAl cubute devdoped from widun that locirty* 
iti rnduitnal cnmmuity is mnfe ttrrking than tliev efiatiga; 


/Vfr«f4jr) n/j^uurtitu 

[htrc ti naliim ul dilTuutin tiftocliniqueiflt idcis tmm rtiu^tdc if 
(lie jibtcnc« (i| ijjii^oct mjy Iw cxpfiincd by lack of mjtmbmi 
ciniucTi, m li&o ttiiy tii<<x«vAtcd ^mfiiaiul leccrrd. It) 6000 
r»snuituTi wonc tooU were made oil HAkes Aiid pdublrj. auJ jw 
bell dcKnbed lypulugicidy 4 > 'icrapm' >ind ‘cboppen'. Strapen 
|Kdiaps becjiTw rtiuic clalwraie by }00O itr—concjvitio, niwei, 
irep'flaked re-tiurpening, fiihrr flaking on tiiperiot uotit—bur m 
AD IXOD lire ti^bktt mlf eoinprrsfd cnmpanbJr lerapmg and 
chtippnig toolt, AI) avatFabIr cThnograpiuc daia luppon Uruiigl] 
Stuyth \ obicrvjnoii (liii time none impfcitteott arc alJ of uoe 
cbaracicr; none ni (jietn were pmvjded with a handle/ 

In counuTing my piiblidied iinerpTeiatioii, Jimw etnphautn 
that (here jw lui objective ciitcna whereby unhafted none toob 
may be iccogniicd m the excavated record; oidy hafted spectmeii* 
can be patitively idcnnHed when adliesivct.jre picierved. While 
acrc^ing the (ugjc of dui obutvatKin, it yei teemi ihar ihe Tali' 
mama II evidctiec u w coinivently 'nnndialtetl* that ihcoiwt t««» 
with tiiuse poneuiiig mngivmgi^ ro recover potinve pttKif that 
liafiing lechnjtjun were practiced. 

If (t poutblr :*> review the vcKariotn problem ol'^Taemaiijai] 
nrigniv in the knowiedge of excavated evidence* Tlieit tacuil 
affiltarioni remain fpeciiLiiivc iii the abicjicr of skeletal rrmainr 
m early conlexu, Howevn, thr diicnvety ofcremated bone* in the 
Welt IVhiiI imddni extend) the practice of cietnaiion back fiom 
1829. when it wai devnibed m detail by G. A, Kobmwn. for 
prthap* ’000 yett*. 

Kixky Cape wa* occupied over Bnoo yeaft ago, Tim « 
unlikely to be rhe earlics evidence^ became if would be a cotrici-' 
<micc if ihc «K iDveuigated Ent iiy arehaeiilogiit) wai! rhat ciiineii 
alw by dvc th« band d" Taimaiiian cnltiniut, jotw* atguci 
Lu|^ciii y !bif liicif cjmp-iiKi he beneath the Wiiicn oi 

StTiUr^ 4nd ihit they av^id^ (Jht mntc mhEnpiCabIc IijiKjct^ 
Urid iiiuii hccniKy itttvc thL-ui ihcic In inj caie, hie 

gl^cLit umc% tficlecTiciii mjRhi be ^rttbcifoicJ iicucr ihc mint 


congimuil cd»vm auu, tividirnce ihow ihar m ibr wrstmi 
tile tni:iw.#hii« wi.’L lowtt inJ icc %hixih luivived lonj^c^f; 

KKliif k wetta, 

Ifrbe Titiiriiiiiiant 'iivrf]iridcd\ they cvidmily migwied htimt i 
rising iei% ocjtod iheir tiktid. Serml fattfiti air rclrvarti in any nHiuin^ 

leiidt fnr thvir pic^rr on the mainbridK Thc.cvidcii^:c ih^iuld be 
olkici than ab^mi 10.000 y^JtVi amt auembfagef mutt cxebide 
Kpectalucd imptumcm typta nude by gtindirtp. pieame^flakirtg 
(II hUjJc!>pnhitiriiig lurehfiiqMEi; awsdaied Tjui^a iluiuld cxclade 
diiigiv tetnaiiiik Wore pmiiivcly. rricvam awcmbtigei ilumld 
inrFude gcnctiiFiled foid lypei tnadir o[i flakc^^ rifie$ and pcbblri* 
ptuibly botie uy^\U uoiild be assnciJied. Iixerpi htr rvtdcticr ot 
bkmowotkiiig (jfiJ local eomlttNmi did not prcicrvc botte) tlusc 
Ttqmirmniit 4 K met on Brvrral cxravaicd mainland iflci, in the 
prttnu viarc of knowledge of contmentil prchi^ory* whdr n ii 
iirtdnirabie to tJaiin poaitivc pinof of Tamilian connecrmtiii 
an appiectation of Tjimactiaii rvideiicr li idc\' 4 m when reenn^ 
ttructiqg the caily colomiin^ fhiH of AustrilLm prehistory. 

Wuicvcr rhs^ ioti ttwd m Jmnbtf A iisitaFia bdenc ihc pdriod 
of rapid i^inolog^l JiFiiiifin—Hake^ofil, eolaamng« pte- 
hafimg-if pmses^d 4 mtrufal p^jlity which \m been dennniv 
urared by excas^aiion^ in every narc, WbiFt ilicre was boih 
homogeneny and lon^cvtiy Jtnednujfogical ttaditiniis.thts general 
pattern ctntfl^acod a dcgice of legwuial vafutimi. Despiie WiJe^ 
iprtad mtvrphnlngical similjritiiis with TattnanMii artifact^ 't *' 
unwtsr to latch otttii ihcfn oiu tsf ccintcst, fm they mitia-Wcd the 
srpatatton of Tatmania and fiitiitc analystt a>ald deni4>imrate 
tiuf divngcnrci were more marked than suj^Mrfinal anwpafiton 
luggestc. It> this disetissiuii, Iwwmrt maitfial w mctiided from 
ihe PIcjstiKcnr down tn dir period of rapid trchnott^gtcal diffuuon* 
because n 11 tnierpmed ai rrHectiiig a phase poisibly a iiage) 
tif AintraJiari pteiiiwoty ditnug whn-'h the cpniinetit was efiee-^ 
tivclyorcnpied by flakc^toctl triing people at 1 eompatjlilr IwloT 
teehnolDgica) cxpcmsc- 


Thf Pnlttnary Amtnth 

Ai KcnnifTcivCt fut ia,000 ycatt before ^dvxiif of tpecuib 

iml Manic (ecJtiwlogy, toniir^jooo yean iijto, riw eiifjvaicd 
attcmblAge fes'cjled a cttnjirlijbFc tinmajjtmcMyi unfltctaiutely 
nn boat wa* pcim'ctl m tbc deptntt. Most refonchnl ptetn fa 
il(tt qiuiuitc^'flakt mdtivny weie tlasifiabte uml^ )he gemerk 
tom, foapei. Daptrtilie pittageofto mutbnmc, deailtd anaijnn 
revciJed only tlight changet m fbem, or vattaituiu hi ihe tae of 
Thor anrufuixy ^nd the jbieiKv of ipccijliicd tnoli 
(» halted), lent weight to enutti ouirplioltigical rciluin rnttinh/ 
tcntnfTiLuniMUiUi ttoiicryp^. Thctc iricltidrd toundiMl. coticaw 
and iidc-^nmined flaket, many of them abniply raobchctli and 
rttfet which had it been Hiilised tubKquendy a$ taapiiig or 
Si^ chopping rook, intludiiTg a hoRC<-hoor typ- 


f«. fA {hfjtkA^\Mti' At, Ih T^niih, iijrt /fl {fitPL'j, tijfdrp aGjt. 
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#■« jj FIA* i}id> fju»ipttif jvm Omm Gtiiijr fXfttmm, 

Closer to Bitit Sitiin, Mcavatiani it Citerti Gully utc, Ki!itar« 
poMlucrd 4 flake mdii^ wttfi Urge ^Kfe-^itpcn iiid founded 
«nd conctvt varietin, wliofc muqihokigf ^uggcwi affiruim with 
Keimdf ind the TitmaoiMtt fimft. Cirbon dain fi* ibe mor 
tpin of ttm induitTV 4 S tutHM|ljenT tu 17,000 ittd cmnuiuing 
beyond fiooo yean ago. A* il«» utr, Ciijticttem sfio wnc ptnetu. 
powibly then «arlint ktwwn Auunliaii occunnwc- TFicy cmtld 
not hive wTved li blade Ctbncjteiri tn this cuntcsi, becaiMc 
backoct<blade mduonal (ladirium octtmtd rudy in a latw letwe 
dcpofii. Alitiongli no bone tciolt is-ere ftnind, in liypotbein 
tnetnnig cuniuJersiMiit n that tlmr ruiiciion rdated in bnmc' 
umtLing. In tliu luiniccuotu *t r* itKeitnitrig tltll iinpkninit* 
wiiir etuihed edges, «ntuivdy idnitifitd ii fibnciion octm: iw 
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Ahnj^twl Orixini 

cfic nonh'CisrcTii noia of I'asttoniii; ata whtic blade pro- 
ductlwi never priauecL 

Near Denpcllr, at tJ*e iit>rilwnt exitemnf of The conjinem, 
exovatiotik alio iiave tecovered Kakc and core too) aiicmliiagn 
til PloUrK.'ene )r cotntx» ranging ikon beyond ao,000 rn 
7000 yean ago, ai Malangangcrr and Natvamoyn, and aimind 
the same icmniial date ai Tyimedc It, assemblages compnied 
Hake scrapat aod uep^BakeJ, atrc'sempen rhandwof ioici'l 
111 addin00 to cdge^gtaimd axes, wltow early presence is iji>' 
reenrjed elscwtiere tn A-trinalia, Why knt'wledjte of gTindnig 
(and nl haltingi) RasconKned to this area lor imltMinia if one of 
the unexplained myiicncs of prcKiuofic Atwttalia. fcveo oti 
these utes, other tpeculued types like imificul aini biUeial 
pttijifi firti appear lintt tliari jooo »c. 

Tile sera pet i-ii ung inlubnantt td' KetmilT, Keihu and Oetu 
pellj itKOieiicitly pntsessed ntlliaeRt time tn walk to Taimatita, 
bill even long alter iti nolannn, the Sake and utilwd epic Tradition 
survived on the trutnlind, subject only to tegusnal vanatiotii 
which perhapialiccud the rotm ratbct ihan ilte substance oThfe, 
and which perhaps pnIJeled adaptationv svirhm Tasmartta. 

One Tuch punilde aspect was dneetned by N. Tindalc, ssKian 
years heTArr nrbnn ((rronology, Kis Kairan cultiitc is focuned ssstiinia'QE^ 
on Kangaroo Island and VMiihern Somb AvsTralu; H. M, 

Cotipct has added many sites to i» distirbution m thif tcgtuii. 

When first visited by Euiopcans, Kangaroo Island wjj mhabited 
by ncititci man noe dog, Yer imne implcmcpi assemblages mdi' 
cated fitttmr nccupatiun by people using flake, cofc and pebble 
limit, but lacking all more tpecTalrecd nttpkmcnc types. On 
varioiii grnundi, mnst of whi^ require furihcr subsfsnnarHn, 

Tiiidale mlmtd tltai tite industry was eatlicr ihao Thmc of the 
Muiray Valley sita, and argued ilut la age was t’kistnccne. 

Li nfcmunately, no Kartan sue lias as >•« betn extavaird ot 
dibunnlated, bui tint anraenve hypothesis aeontds witii the 
UtCT dtseovciiet 


The Pnlmfiny (if Auftmlta 

Thfi Kjnin diumhbgn include bigc« ^ticp'^fbkcd honelw>f 
Cfirn w«Ji a flat boseof lutvoval ciinlinc whiti^ to judge ftdfn edge 
ffactmr, wcfc uicd at tm pert nr clmppcri. Tb^ mu$r eh Jirjcttrii4 ic 
tmplmcntE ire itmliciaUj^ FUked pehbJct, tnmeofOietn 
nchm ire paitUul ly flak ed on one trde. Odicr comptmenti rtmatn^ 
ing to lie defined lyntimritatly^ ant gcncialjscd flake terapert^ 
including htgh^drnned ducoidat vancii^ lumc of v^hith hivt 
teen ilkiitraied by H. M+ C^soper^ This r^olaiiDti of a fialtc and 
core tndusrry ddlcieEtr m mme ipcdaliwd demerm* to^dlicr w«h 
preemptive evidence fiX m aniiqutiyt mcrnsi prinniy atchaen^ 
[ogteal investtgatinii^ 

Endetd^ cnatcal scnth^ttcni Souih Aunraha and adjaccuE 
Vjcfotiin areas iificr inmguing protpeert fnr fuiuri mcAtch^ 
cfTrnbirung geumorpEinlpgiol and archaeological ptrtcntuL 
Tindafc and ntficr wptken have aucmbled cvtdmcc Hir human 
aecupauon nii coastil tiiei fintn at (mai jkjoo jfcars ago; ciccavsV' 
u<mt on Ml Burr indicate habitation at abnnt ihc same periled- 
Tindalc attributed the arrdiicrT to hii Tartangan culm re, a urtm 
wliich 1 dispurcd^ Bur whatever dieit nomeodatwiti die mdusnHs 
ctmcerncd wicrc ttienrully flake^'Uuftiingi and ictapen wetr rfic 
dominant if pc; and at Mt Bun* die meagre flake cnduitry iindet- 
taya mkiolitlucnue. Scrapen,cdicndeepFypaimaJtedtaxrcornmon 
oil cfudtng Eurfacci altjug this coau, and fhcrc are sncing indi" 
caiiont dijU they belong m arictenr dune tie sod tet)iii:^ccs, bui 
only detatled genmnrphalogiol held research ean confirm ihtf- 
(>ver many yean, ctillectoti have ittnarkcd upon rhe ck^c 
paralldi between this large flake ifidmiry and Taiifiartiiin turfacc 
collectjons; theit caw is ittengthened by the anfiqniry of the few 
±ucd flake look 

In Eaiictn Atturaha ihcre ii rubuaiitial evidence of tally flake^ 
setapet ind urnfanal pebble tool pfoducfuitL Such memblages 
undaiytng hacked bUde or other speeuEned induytirii are liircd 
at Stthrmi frnm abmit 4500 nc {altlwngh ihc sample k a tmall 
oncL ai Capcrli^c atid Cttrracumng by jjqo fic. and puiiibly 
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77ir Pr/hniary af Austra^lia 

NinJi b]f ^500 ft i, r^lfhintgh r<ic^'jiir Jctatli aft aiif^ubtuhcil); 
Jif Liura c7n C^pc Ycifk* tbar prir^mcc \% acrcved fay 5000 BC. 
An fliifcc implement lypc, u'faich iHXUri 41 Qipcme, 

CuJT^Nicurrjrtg ^nd Bnmil Ljkc* is diaJc^iCtmied by dfatmaivr^ 
driely tetmtd or notched, oivdikc m4[];jn&. MeCirihy tifairrved 
tlut the u^embloj^c fbkc, pebble iind cute locli orov^red At 
Qipcnec pm&c^sed rruny jf)inrtici with di$um mainbnd and 
T^imjttun implmtnt^ (ilcnuicd ii^kc^ cxceptmgj, and tcrtndl 
it tile Caipcniaii cuJturc. It pideriblc to ci^n^idet li ^ the 
CUpcitiin Aspect* bfxamc nf tii unique Ttginnal For 

the Mmc rejjaitt, die 4fgnmcm mtift ii:igcnr (at tcjfctiwig 
i intiiJc I cE^im thiit tiumcticlaiuni priority dcniiiocii iti 
Ri;:4iic:Fti is Tattatig^n, (itsctrin ill^eftnedtcgimul uspectk 
!n her 4iijlysis of ibe Scebndt pebble tixklt. Dr McBrydc 
oUerved i\ui although rlicy poxteaed link rcgiiLirity iti tfamip 
numbert had hetn ibiuply trnnujied in i plane Ji right angle* (0 
ibc long jKti, Morplin|ogica.lJy itmiUr pebbk todi 4rc known 
as hiclie evnjtt^ in Smttb^Fjst Asian Hoabhinun cultiiril 
contcxti. Breatw these ^nd ewfaer pebbk varieties continued rnm 
late comom ai Seclands^ and because there is icrord oftht etfano- 
graphic use of com parable pebble choppeitK die rcscrv^cd judg^ 
mem on ihcir cultural iigniRrjiicc; U ii a reinindet, hciweverj 
that uldet tracihkins peniitcd into later iirrtn^ in assocotiou with 
the JiinovatiamH 

J. Matthews attempted a metrical comparthon between 
pehfak spccrmcni excavated at SccLuids and Yamba, and 
collcamps from Katigatoo IsLind, aud demonurated thai dine 
groupi woe unrclaietL bliswevtr* 41 uiidaru) pebfak toots arc 
widely diiiributeJ on coawal ujrficc wtei from QuccnstaTiJ (a 
Soulji Atisztalb ind Tasmania^ mote rescanrh is needed con^ 
cettiingllHUT posiiblr ttiduitinal and chtonologicat ramriicatiotts. 
Tfiidale\ claim that ethnogfaplitc pebble dioppo* "differ 
essentially tn technique* of manuticrutc' from Kartiti ipecimftis 
ncquirts rigoroui substantiaLion. Maltliewi' EJivcHti^iinii did 
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f/ fliM ftUtrf, Crtm Cutlf, KnhK f^lw. fxvntiA^/nw t mAn 

mrrfj fkm ilw f rffr jIjW i^r m 

ft veil itmikTitici bcmtcri *hc New Eiigbnd ipetimciii jitd 

dmicfmm t}m Haibhinun uirfif&ti Ynk, m Thattand. 

evi!t» he lagcty warned againff aiinming prcfnjinrtrjf thar thu 
hnplicd drrea affilunan. THe uk widiui Austrjlu of lUch 
qitcttinn^bq^mg (crnii at '‘iunuttifiih" ii fn be deplored^ 

The anaJyiH cf the InijaJaddj findi. And Amt compainon wbh tncAULpu^ 
mJtei Notthem TettiJoiy litci, ihonlJ ^liurmmie tlie [Rnblem uf 
caily typology. Tlie upper undy Uym of rhti ihehcr, dacutg tp 
ihe Jan |CK>o yem, are a eksiie localiiy^ for tola adze^ffakc and 
poim Indimtiei. Ekiow ihir^ Amt was a ctcpoiiriorial break 
covmng itmon £c>cx> ycart^ while flic lower depoiiu counted 
chiefly of rock rubble which accumulated between 70GO and 
jooo ycua ago. appareidy iindci W'cathering ctKiditioni 
dif&tu^ from Utf ttmei. Tire cultiaral harui it as i>bvimii ai the Mwe 4^ 
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Tht Pifbitfary oj 

dcpoimonal change. Primjry tmne Aakei and Toiin>dii:i] c«re» 
(otiry ihai dining die rarticr pliaw, ftatce^ixil knap pm fiequmied 
fJietite. IVltminafy intpeciuin indicarcf ihai atmotf ad rciouclicd 
aftifam jtc large ^craperu including rnunded, duuned, iiccply 
^tP J**. ^ inmmcd, and enneave type*, wbitc numemnt cntci were uhJned 

* 1* centHcrapcn, ratimiicciii uf imall lipnehocd'cnm. tn undated 

cxcavarioni u Kinttut cave, near Karhmne, I ohaiacd evi' 
dence of maikcd depotinana] changes associated ivnh a 
Plair jf comparable industrial sequence!. Golson also obtatned ttmiLn 

tesalts m a shdret ai Karlietine, alihmrgh tti famh ihcte iniiances 
the early induury was poorly tepiesented. Dr R. A. Could 
mrormed me that rn tlie Warbutton Kangs, cemrat Wcstaii 
Ausitalia, Itc Tcctnily excavated a shelter in which a micmlirhic 
assemblage overlay an tnduiny ol large fiake tooli and numerous 
boisehoof cores. Detailed analyses of ihse assemblages aie 
proposed. 

HiCTc » a striking limilamy about tire mdusrtiai pattern »n all 
excavated ittei older than about jooo years. Despite regional 
variaiinnt in the total composition of stone assemblages, there »a 
basic cnnttnenul uniformity in the geneialiscd dakc productinn. 
Scrapm from sites at removed m time and space as are KcniitiT 
casx, Kerlot, Capmee and Ingaladdi possess aiulogtiet in the 
Tastttantan excavaiions. Bui a drfferential pattern it diseernible 
amongst other cnitiponenii uf tbcie indusiriei. On the Northern 
Temrory sites, mcfuding the PInsiocene Oenpeltiin group, and 
at WarbujtDii, the use of heavy cotc^scrapm wai chatactetistk, 
while on the cauem seaboard, unifacially flaked pebbles were 
equally prominent. 

This regional distinciiun wat ntu absotute, however, bemuse 
hotsrhonf cores wcuT on attetn snHace sites, and ibete wese cott^ 
lerapcss at Capenee, The Tombs and Kcntiilf cave fw'bcre 
F{(. ft one horteboof was discarded in id,0Ao4 itn nc). It muo be 

conceded also itsat wirii ihe possible excepsion of onr spectmeii at 
Noola, uratigraphic proof is lacking from Laura tn Keilot, 
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Ptthimry 0/ Ausfraha 

nubltshiiig jti jiiaquuy far unitictaJ pebble tnnb gmur ihin 
jbou( 6500 yean. JWibly jIw, bccjuw pcbbln were metre teidily 
avaiUble fill bcjcJio cliin in arid landi, ihc dcicnntrunii related m 
ittpply rjibrr tfun *o vuliuial dcimud, ai Matchewi Jigued foi 
the mprpht}lof;iolly diwinet cutlectiunt fltuti Kati^^irdp Idmd 
and maintjiid Waltcbeld Kivet. 

Even wjtb nieh reiovanom, it »e«n» iwn unduly fancdul m 
ocuijecture that during PleistDccnc nmei the Hake tradition ivj* 
euridicd by two rccbnotogical devicet, one diffnstiig aiouitd the 
eavcrn enatr and die other trjvgf ling overiatiii. Tile Kanan 
aspect in Soinb Auutalu niigbt be Ci^platiicd mirif'lingd the 
(WO itjtimt, for no other nuitilaiid area com hi net hi ligniEcaiidy 
the two elemeiiii of pebble and cotc'scraper tuol. The prime 
need It tile cstablnKmeni of a chronofe^y for the Katun. T indak 
pointed to the occucreticc of‘Katun 'Tartatigan* dcmtitii tn 
Ta I mania as proof ^0 Taimatuair nuinlaml iMigitis. WliPc 1 
itjea hit UK dfat^Utnallyoiienicd tcrmitH)lt]]j,y, pmeniceidenw 
doct itrcngtheii hit ease for 4 enmneettnn. It mint be remarked, 
Ixiwevet) that Jonet bat nee recovered a unifaee pebble indtitny m 
luinh'wntcrn Tatmanu. and dial ahhough caiO'iitihuiioii was 
praetned tbae, bti excavattons did noi uncovei lioistbtwf 
cores, 

Tiiidale dc6iicd hii culuirm by leiectcd material train, which 
ptovfd unduly retiricrive for a cnmincni. / tugneii mtvscinitwn 
ot a l>nud (cchnolngkal-eaniomic cnnecptiDn. In thu primary 
[diaie nl Aiitiralian Kitlcment, die technologicat urjcntaiion wai 
iniiadly ttmiJar and tlx tempo of initovaitoi) was to gradual* 
that firtipic methiiditutvived for milleiuna. ti cannot be proved, 
but It may be tntmed, diat ttonc implcmcntt w«t hand'gruped 
and matenj] equipment wai timplci, | perhaps rbc loohkit 
lacltw tpeaf'thttmiBi, adze and boomerang), while luhsistcncc 
acilvtikt wm adapted accordingly. l*OMibly n cnturctl a lest 
clficimi «ploBaiioo of the full of rewimcrt than wa* 

pcmiblc liicr. jr^MJtiiJ Otitpcllt tn iCt,oo0 nt: 
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^und a^rn atccptjnBrji+ 3 f Kenniff cavt in 
[5,000 i>T 50QD nci, Jiid 4t Keilor and ICnck^ Cape m 0000 hc 
tiiid mate in t:imimnn tlian numUnd \iW in aoCKi tie bad u'ltb 
Tjitruma, The tempn of tec hnnbgicjl inniivatnm tud quickened 
and iranirmmed AuArralijii Pethjp^t fid low mg A met-' 

tc^n prauiirCt rhii earlier p\uM tlionJd be dciignjtcd a baiic 
Srage in prehtuone develop merit, 

When, md u-hcf Ci. ilie tirst coluriiiciueppcd anboic m Auurahu ^ooHJLLt^A 
ttmjJiit to l>c deiemiiucd; jllnoit ceruiuly liie lociLty li %u\y* *iJk\t 

merged. Tlic olden firmly dated oceupatiim trcvim on ilif 
contmenfv unifhrtiii vhnre^ h> that miftbttn ot nurtltp^wi?HCTii inier 
etimiderably iddci dun the Oenpelli ^erici tnuit be anticipHiied. 

Tile Ciallm m Koonalda cave* si mik,^hok m thr rcrni'^arul 
kam limc^onc Nollarboi Ptun* wx\ <K:copicd over ao.ooo, and 
pivc^ildy jO^ooo yciri ago; (fittihce rodiixiaibon estimauoiu ate 
pbiinedL to darify dating li wat 4 qiMrty nite, Jiid 

jnmnt cljmbrred diiwn *00 tea and wjI kied urmc liintdrcdt iif 
(cd further imn r)>t darknc%> fo nUam ftinr nodiilef from ihc 
yvjlli, Unfonuiutcly (or tirtr fy}m 7 [>gin^ ihcf left few chiet 
bdnnd. Apputeiuty they riibricjind tlicir iitipJemciiu diewlirre^ 
in mnre congetnal ^uirmindijigs bm ihev wtet aic iiiilMcatcd. 

Only waciriTtatertal and i few iirilited m Utmmed H^knoenrr in 
the cave, dlthongb rhne indkatr (hat ihcir icchmhijjy war in 
the Hake rtadirwn. Dr A. GjIIui^ who diveuvercd thc int and 
tcaljKd icipcifcnnit, prcsteii the ecidctiice finther. He liar ererred a 

urplnsttcatrd, duiugh t.Ligely Itiinurve, evoluniniary lypidogieat 
icfjikiiwc^ wliidi tlic cxcjvatid nutcrul [cndm diffictdl U* uiv 
utn. Tire teal iigntfiraiice nfiliciiie ttui m iit aniiquoy* ihc pimd 
that Man occiiptrd ilm mhnrpitablc regjon^o wtly, itit cxmmct 
of aiicrent engraving-i in an area of Tfjul darknci^s^ and its rtrh 
icqucricc nf Guru. Auitrahan ptehinottani ire indchfed 10 Dr 
CaDm, wliune pctiistence reaped inch a uieful tew ltd. Dunng 
*^' 7 i It. V. S. Wright cjtcivatcd l irenih to 4 Jc|nh *d:‘ovtt 
twenty in iJic cave fkmr, ijiddeullaJ udimcniiry and fauiut 
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mraiigjrtiJiH sw in pmgfcii. 1 Iictc wm twii wJrtgrj(ihrc 
kliv^ppmi Ucuh k\( wliit'h Ate pf l^lcntpctne i^gt* ^nd bi>ch 
i^u^TTf 

Kcilor « anotherlauilitni Early Man Fpcjhty^ hiitihcdi;LtcDrthc 
fcit DCx-ufMtii^ii t\ diipiiictl Tltctc Arc rw*> %im in ihe Marityr-^ 
tiong valley, icparacd by twiv milci. Ai Crecit Qul])\ Ininun 
tkdetjl reniAiiii, Uo^nbed below, were txcAvared in 1^5; 
** rebted flake tcxil* wtnc mentioned pcviouily* The banET^rr 

Pbtc ovtT ycar^ dd, while (he carhcii implcmtnts fall iKtwcm 

woo and 17*000 yean ago. 

Tlic oihet Mit lu^ |?cfn kiH>wn ^rncr iy40i wfioi fhe KdJor 
Plflir aaniiim wai (uinid ut the uitfc alluvral tcnatca^thc Great Giilly 

huriab bdiniind D. Ofll mveitigaicd dm problem over many 
yifaR, jnd ni<iMUhe(j presumpiivc cviJciicc ilut jkifJt waged 
bowfcn 90CO Jiiii i while Kuituti iMrcupaiidii pcrliapk 

ujneiidcd <o tS,ooo yean agu, Sume winkm (including mywlT, 
who irxca^'aicd dicie in 1904} hut mervjilciiiii coiicnmng die 
itlcniilirjiintt of ihc cuhtrul mitoiaL Unfominincly, « wan mw 
FKovcTcd m ttniinpcicluh)i: nmilied comtteis, at ar Cnen Cullyt 
though (xneuhty became ujKtations there w«e nti a smaller Scale: 
whar was Ibund in ihete cnoiexa is conuitcnt with the Ijict dit' 
covcries at Green Csilly, 

Subsct^miily, Dr Calhir, assmed by the Atctuwkigk-al 
Sncieiy nj Victoria, c^easated latgc areas of ihr adjacent Kcibw 
icrracc and ihc upper pa ns of the undlcrlytng deposit, idemiHcd as 
the earlier Annidct terrace. They claini dw recovery of riiuneroiis 
Vnmiiwe" dike and core tools in loth lerracei. and Dr t^allus' 
analysis ui this tnatenal ts awaited, Cathini dating of ilic upper 
poitton of tiif AsiiTiLlel terrace i perhaps ni ns pov'depotiimtial 

phase) provided an ageoiimatioii of n.rtno'*' *bp (ANU* 

tS5h While iliwe is no tcaion ro doubt MaiiN prewoce u.i Ant* 
ttalta at ibn time,.mine worken are sceptical absmt the human 
origin of these ftndt, and aie tuiwiUuig to atient until a detailed 
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II fpttruiircd. Tbtu ^^r^Jm4rL||l cj^ppijii 
|^bbtc£ ^nd tn^nf ufthcm J^rc bi^tteiTcd jtiid Killed, h 
ptwet ji nice maftcr nfjuJgiTtttit f m preSciihly dtniatijJUtiiifi)^ 
wliahet the ftidimenatv Uclumcd iiiiemitiKiwJ, 

1V4I iimpty lunnslly pnttnded, nr dimtutljr traenned. Di 
Gallui pi»tid:icn j. ccimplfx typclngiir^l teciLienee which cDmr^ 

Lfci w iih Otd Wnrfd P^brolirKrc^ but wiih luch iimpk Hiiikiii|;» 

If b difficult jcccpt iti vjtidity; yet syucniiticdeftK?n$iT;itiuEi may 
fiircc iceptjci *o reciOL Mcoiwliilr^ die gteji ugcnJicance iif rfessc 
excAv^Ltinni tt iKir a br^c jtmI ^titd b«ne cnllmnin of ncrinei 
J^biuucenc hum \u% \mt% obtained* in a dated cniiseitt* I1in 
tciuh alone ;ustilici die eunxidenble field cfTim^ 

Afioiticr iuea pc¥S5c»suig rrcnicndniii aTchaecifiJtsital and 
ttivufonitiental potctiiul ii the Lake Mcnindcc area* +jfi the 
Datimg llivcr, ill westcra New &3uth WaJei. I'letd work nver 
%omt yean by N. b- TirKkUe irtd K. H. TedTeifd hii Eitubliilied 
the occuf fence cvl'j vaiiedexriiict mirinptal buha and inprciU^iIdr 
ai^jaibn wrth human iKcupahon, m an area nt ancimi land 
duntiand Ukeihuni^. tn Tiirnia!c*i mitiaJ rcfKinvtbcciidcnoe foi 
2 direct stranjfraphic auociatmn d man and Guma wai mferrcd» 
but tiiri denTdouraied uncqiin^jlly* and tbu ct\icy1 nuiret ftill 
ta|ujiei cbnficatkm. fn a nntenri Jarei field iiiexrh» Ttndalc addiiiU 
ihc irgniBcant inferrTnaticni that vnie ^eiimliwd Hake uml and 
falhcT rinndcfccTipt* ^kei were excavated rrhi in a depn:>H 
which irifclvided die exrmct fauna- Tlmearfifacneulici duretroin 
i6.asq±soo> nc (GaK-n!^) i4,iso±i^ nc 
bccauir Tedtbrd nexplicii diai bmli lampleiCanic huni tbriamc 
licimui, Ftirihtt field rticirch inv«lving biy^e^ale excavoiion 
ii warranted in rhn anca. A pan from iti mviruinmernal iiiinett* 
n It imptittantio vmff and determine (be tmmpiHientt t/ihn e-irty 
mduitry; at bnne ti prcicTv<cd 4 fbert h the furthcT possibility nf 
recovenng htiman tkdeuf rcmamiL 

Titese J’lctdiyccne dueovcrici high flight one uf tlie tiion ^ m'S a 

feaiit aipcctv id* iIk Abortgirul diipennm -ifi 4 iiipuiicm to tjeriMcrtiij* 
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new ej)vminnictiu1 roiidirtani. Ooc mcb thillnygc 
the Ciuru. grfji ot iitull, whirii dlHned from trofiiaf Atiiin 
fi^nm. lItU iittcly ncccvtitAtcti diniign id dioiafy jjid hitnnitg 
techniqiici, pjmeulirty on frw inljiid pbiit^ which perktpi 
were le$$ df Jitre becjutz oJ the demit oTcjuruvinouf compciiion. 
The only potemully d.it}{>enitii hiinier tiftlie umegame wiii the 
ThfLKaUf twmffxi Tjitttunuii Devil md VoK* were 
vnulla |»«dj(iirv. 

Krcently, iiiiuew oversea tiai centred upaii [Mciiioceitc 
tauiu </ AmiTlon prainn md AfrlCJn uvjiiiDht, wlu>ic 
cKittimnn aiiic tuddeiily and late. N.iTutal and dintatie cantal 
explanaiiinti haw pmved iiM whnily Mtidactmy, and Mmccoiti' 
meiuaion Kiect the iinitjue frict of Man't ptnence as the crucul 
determinam m thn iinpiecedciucii oveikiH'. Mcnileei caJcnlates 
itut a third of AustialLi'’t nuiiupi4] tpccm became 

cxttiici dunii^ du btc Plctuoceiw. if Man wai aius jMctctii in 
Auitralia, hu pouihle role in ihn pmetss merits cemtideraiiiKi, fit 
climattc explanaitiins dn l*eg t^uesnunt. CnncmJy there t» no 
pmof that Aborigines hunted brge nureupuli or bird*, and 
such activities ceqoirc arcJiacotogtcat demonstration. Mcmndre 
nr Kcilm may have been butcltcring^itiet, but iJtu icniaui* to be 
citabJithed. fridiieeiiy, howevei, fret]iieiu fifes may iiavc dentoyed 
ait ecoli^ieal luUiice, (juu as snici, ^raxing upset n tn inaiginal 
atcai a centuty ago), iriggering'Ofrehangs which Idc thr imalJcf 
tpct'ict to inlmit Aiiiitalia. tn Rccctit times, there weir depieted 
in ihdr tuns by the eombtrnrd ontUught of burner and dojt “ 
that aootngical hntory indicates a gradual tmpostnUtmcTit nf 
species, varying froth area co area, rather dun any Hidden wiAs 
cxiinciian. 

tkeauje (osstl human remains ate rate and pewtty docummred, 
EtO^ afitlutitutt of there aiiy hunters arc dilTtctlh ro defer' 
miiw. Ffntn all eiily sites tystcrnariolly cxeasrjfed, itcleial rC' 
maim were found at only rwo-Ctetn Golly and 
whdti the latter, bemg fragmented and juvtnilcT postesf liinned 
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dugno^inc value, lurltci cornmcnoiton sembured AuEO^Iian 
MCiil signtVicaRce cd Pleisix^eriP-^^cd cnjiial boiiei 

from AirapCi iidfiWii New Cuincj, Hawevet, N. W, G. 

Maciiiimli dcmantirated die mcdftdiuivc tcutnumy of cbc$c 
miirpbdlogieially 40 ibigunui» frj|;Ttieri]i« a corichiiiao alTiimcd 
by \hc trcaii dating of the tile xo boWffn 4fOO and jooo ytai^ 

4 gn: Akape appeal^ inclcvafir tn the matnaixim uf Australian 
prchiffixy* 

Over many yean, Profcss4>r Macintosli iu% aitctnpicd objeciwc 
evkltMtion i>r Auuriliart hmil hiirtiatf retruint, of (tie literature 
jiMKiatcd with then doaiprion»and of rbe i$tci whete lome were 
discoveted. In tie pubtnJicd a cTtrieal review oThif detailed 
fndingi. Otitin^ tlw year,. -quairyiEii; Dpcraltufii iincnvercd 
rhe Crcfli Gully bnni^ near Kctlor, which prompted imemivc 
archaeofiigtcal and gcomorpholoj^ical rc^rch ji thu tite. 

Macintiuh itiidimcHik the imemut taftk d~ Jtulyiing tlior bonr^ 
and hit ptelimimry^ rtpod oetationcd another gei^eral lyiifhetii 
of Auutaltan evidence. The rollr>wing commernt draw c^eien- 
uvely upon bn work* 

Apart frcHii xW Taitanga jwvcjtjles^ postihJy ckxx> years old, 
llicre ate live iignil^arti ipci;unc[i^--Cr«ii Gully and Mottpfl 
cmuia and asaocyied rragmentary puu^inuT bonei, the Tatgai 
and Cohuna crania^ and rlie Kcilor tranittm and poiubly ttliied 
feniorjl fragmentt^ Of thcie,, the Gtmi Ctilly bi>iici are the twf 
arrhaeologfcally attc^tedf aUiiuugh the asuKtared poit^cranial 
remami pnie ptoblcftis. lit an extra ordmaiy prchiitnrtc con-' IMjic sa 

fuitoni the bo net of two mdivsdujli (.male and femile) were 
enmbmed witbm the grave at a iingk delayed burul (aliluuigh 
no bone in tlic attcmblage wai duplicated). Tlie grave wai dug 
irao HiHyd ttdtmetiu drpcHircd baween icoo and 90M yean ago, 
while collagen djung indteata (he age of the bntiei at fi4rkt± 190 
no. tltifuniiiuiicly lor inaiomica! companion, the mniniri o 
femabi while Ak otltcr foui fcMail aama are nuk. Hirwcutf. 
mnephot-ogicaUy, m reiembLuicc ip the Kedor ikull u ujiking- 




T/jf Prrhisti^rf oj Arntr^lia 

Kcilnr ciuniump tWuntJ iixidciitjlly in %9iO, cimc fmm a 
loil pit in ttK umt allnvkl umcc unly rwu miJcs fctnfi Ctm\ 
Ciilfy; tb^mcnri^ «jf Jcfi ftnmt which weft found at (he same 
Ptiic 11 time, hut misUui^ aic undrr cuitent Extravagant cLnm* 

o 3^4 Um rniagfactal aniiquitf l^vc been rejected by Edmund D. 
Gtll, wlm lui invcstjgaJed aisnciaied pmblnnsover leveial ycaiv 
He concluded rhai fhc ^kutJ tt ntJer (Kan Hsoo and 

ptobably nearer to t y^ooo yearn, bur greatet precision is unlikely 
bccauK his recnmtructmn depends upon i complex icnes of 
mlmiiccs and (ctis, some ufihetn ic a considerable distance from 
(Jk idc claimed as ItKUt, The inicreT^ in brnh die Ktdnr and 
Green Ctifly ikulk lies in rherr 'modrtn' srtuttural pjnetn. 
Asmmmg (be vahdicy nf their dating, tha insplii^ fhar penpk 
with rhe motpholc^y of soudicm Australians already mlubucd 
ilie Kedor area from bic PJcuioraic tbrougli poct^glackj timet 
Birdsell, indeed^ elatmed Keilqr man 4 % a ejasiic reprcicntdiivt 
orhn Murrayjan race. 

I'hcic nA'o ciiinia^ fogefhtt with ihe possible addi(M>n of lire 
Tatraiiga juvcndcs which may possets annc|m(y comparable to 
rhe Green Guity fcmati!^ are tu marked connfasr wkh the Tafgaip 
Ccthuiii aad Mi^sgiel fenuU, "flic fiitmer group exhibiti a rull 
cutved ftiniui Ihine^ only miniiif pim^orbitat consniciiun* a 
udhfilted vauli, mudiralt stipcTcilrafy prominence, iTfthijgrtith^ 
iim and moderate pahuc and nxith sue* The lancr group posscftc? 
a ffa(, rccedingfronral viulr, ft>w and narrow cranial vauJ(, marked 
posi^'orbitai cununctifin^ massive snpctCtUary itches^ Luge paJaic 
and ttetli and prognatlmui aspect. Namrallf, eaution ii neccituy 
m assesutig (he ’‘pnmiiivt* featitre^ of fhk group fnim surft a 
meagre wmpk. Tliesc crania are not otitude the range of imxleim 
^aiunnii. TTie {act of the pmumed antiquity and possible co^ 
extsrence of both gruupi, honvcs-ir* arc provoking consideration^ 

"Hk Talgai irraniiim came (lom the Dailing Downs, QtKem' 
land, amund It is morphisldgically die most prnnuivc AuiU' 
tralun skull fecorded. Kccnirly. Marintmh and Gill 
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mtticcd v£ waA ihfEcin in JECcmpf EOdsccrrjm prcc:»c 
dtnuttot" Hi Inciuon lod JiiiiqytEy. Thrit exhiusdveftieirch hiv 
iu far cuibliifiol ilui rhc ikull may be ajjed ^boui i^jooo ymn. 

An irduoun r^entittuctipn oi rbe Jiid Jtaosricd b^iict 

%i plated. Hie Cobtina ttinjiirn wai dinetivcrcd in 15^15, 

in 1 wimp bf the Murray Hr%-Ei. \ti antiquity i 4 asfuined fiihei 
rhirt dcmnnitrircdf btx^^sc linJe lyittmiiic field work his been 
11 templed there* ilthuu^b it is pmjeeted. Tlie Mossf^iel skeleton* 
etiniiitmg of over mxty^live per cait of die crmitiiti nad about 
ilirte^uitim of the pofKTiUtiil bartei, wif dnco^'v^d in th^ 

Rivcriru dtinng ind iti atcivafiati per intended by 

Hrofevsor Mianrodi. In mitiimum age 19 estimated ar ^Sooyein* 
bur fimhcr culligen cifbon ditmf^ *s proposed, 

Beyoiiii Aiistriba, eompiritivc nuietnl is iviilibic* but most Tiie 

oritbelongftothe Largely unvrartAcd ind unditedeegiotnifsouth' lAviNnst 

ejiE Asu, MacuuoUi and Birdidlt oricjncd froni the Amtnhiit cosnuctioji 
jfei* fiiiif releviince iti fhcories propounded by Frin^ Wnden/ 
ncich* III which Austnliiii nctil iWtuocs wete tied to PlekTocenc 
Jivi. Micmiosh coisclitded hb ]9c^$ lursey of AuirraluEi 
ipecimms with llie obsm'Jtioh thii "ihe mirk orincient Jjvi n 
on all ofibctn/ It scein* e\‘idnit thjit the Tnunga-OAuna - 
Mougiel gtiiup cxhibni traits which ire irtnmisocnr of Middle 
itid Upper Flawocmc Javanw ftmib -Hmfit mft (PUhtiitH' 
and Hoi^ir these latiitts mcnr daailed 

uivoiigaiioii. On rhc inber hind, Wcidcnrcich oLrierved close 
Similarities betwrcti Keilin itid HiiiniF indeed 

rircji maip]i<dogy is ilmost idcnttcil Wadjjk Min alw 
inhabited J ivi* in whir k 1 liter pteird t»» be 1 b%t gJitjjmsm tm' 
text. (Asiumpiusm itr necesury^ because iht me wii rotilly 
dcumyed before dcraitcd mirtgraphsc research wis arrrmpEed.) 

\Veidcrirejcli*i vyuihttiscnviugcd a dirccr lineol dc^ou in jiva 
oi south''cast Asii^ from Pirkfimthfcpits— m Solo Man—to 
Wadjik Milt; tiw Jiviiwe ofigtn ot'tJic A iiitriJians wu impticil 

Ml ihis rrconsmicthm. 
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In view nf ilie two Auttrilun ennui Knc$ wbtcti Ite dtf|ief>' 
enn;(tci, Maetniosh recently adapted Weideiiircich*> thoik 
Accepting tint tlie ipmumed) Lici WaJjjk icmdint poucti 
aiftniiicf w'ith the morphnl^icaJly mudetn Keilnr-Cfem CuRy 
group, lie queutont whaJicr the nthn *ptimttive* ganup may nm 
derive independently rn tti Attan homelaind ftntn ilte earlier 
H, rrrr/fir—Solo Man trock. He allowi for liybridiMiion between 
time groups bonh there and hi Aunralu- BirdtcN, a^ujng from 
other ptrmiwi, hai nffered a fitniFir htietpietaitnn. He suggests 
that living Ahotigiitn mil preserve move piimicive rmtiim dun 
cltaracteritcd early^ western Old WnrM forms of tupifin. 
Following hit iTi'bybnd lh«», be secs the Mnmyutii as a 
hybridtMtioii within eastern nr south^eisicrn Asia, between 
/i. saptriu and H. spImmiu — 'ait coenrulty Oducasoid type of 
peopk may have been me bruialiied ihmtigh absnrbing some 
genes linm desccnifants oTSinanihrapus* (H. tmtvt}. In addition, 
Bitdtcli atgues tkat indepcndcni (bin iindocuincnlcd) crnsiing 
within India may have produced his Carpeiitjuun race. 

It sitould br noted that, although litciT cotieiuuons arc Simitar, 
lire impljcunmis rtfCirdieirs tliesii dfflei from tlioie nf Weidciv 
rekb- Macitutuh. Tlie latter envisage the cvoltiiion of the Ails' 
tfjlum withuisnuthreatf Ana; Brrdscll atm looks funha aiuld. 
Macintnih may rmply diat two raen were involved, although 
hybridisation ai home, and abroad in Australia, ubscuits the 
pictute; Birdtdl envisages two diuinci tatei ^apart ftoro the 
atchaealugicdlty utidocumetited. earlier. Negritm). Wliik Mac' 
intosh'i Keitur group may be ideniitted with Birdscir* 
Muirayians, the Talgai. Cohuna and Mmsgtcl crania amiot be 
Carpenunans; they occur «i areas beyond the posiotaltd ipiwd 
oftliat race. 

>fwn The field of south'eajt Asian and Atisttalastatt physial 

aiitliropiitogy is an open and cxctrtng one. It ret|UiTet detailed 
and systematic rvaluaiiott uf aU ikctnat maicnal, atlied with 
rimher arcliaeulogical held wotk, and an open mmd. The 
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ill ihrtc itrc^ fiuTiilkifd by ihc cxov^iiicifi of ilw 
Niih miiJiint^ in Sinwik. \n iliJt urilified dcpoitr^ a skull iif 
II ji/ivni wAi uncovered m an daicd aboui 4o,<w yem 

i\^iy. Ttic Lcgtiificaticr thn diict^very i\ undutibiad* ai u coa^ 
wuuurtonc nftile ntdew of and ictvei 

ti> cofifiim die iaa that if waiebfonoloficaHy atidgen£f3phm!ty 
pc^&sjbk for W'adpk Man to rnliahii lait Plrriioccnc JavA, 

Bvotbwell jttctnpied a useful ddcripttdti af the cranium^ bui 
uorntiunaEdy liii iurcK fm inmparadve jruttmJ met&five 
rather flun imcnrive, Hn af Australian rnaterul was 

only A\ Tcitahtc ai tltr wurki etnjiuJtcd; itid Maciiitnili dcinnn-^ 
sfrared that rarlict detcnpcinui orTalprf Keitot ai%d Tasmanian 
aania Irfi mudi to be doJtred* Broiliwrll ccfiictuded tcntaiivrly 
that Tasmajuan and Niaii ikiill.s pas^sfd dmest iiffiniticf. 

Macintuth mutided a rimely and icpcitafcJc v/ammg—'Dit-* 
tcinicioary misuse of eurttni thenf»rs h alicady a pioblirm iiif 
Atiuialian archacolof^tm* and it ^if) be uiilhctiinate ... if lomc 
author . . * fdVn to a Tasmanian from Borneo as a proven tact 
raiher rhao 4f a renuutiji sembtancr/ 

While iouEivrask Am Ifxinii jucrraiingty ini|KHiaut lur aii^N 

physical atuhropobgical nudjo^ tt apptm ii^ually micul fot t^-iLAtioi-iitiic 
Auutaltati cultural firigini, even iti in pifsent uitwanffcd coti^ 
diiion, Utifunfinardy^ accept for lescaich ai Kota Tampaii* 

I^crakp Mabfiiai piouccrmg sur^eyf by Hallam L Movius 
and H. K. Van Hccktitn wac never tidSowed by ncacrifsg 
icgtonal mufcrh^ .wid iiirface finds requric ^ratigraphic %uih 
SUlUUUiUI, 

Ai j genenliuriiiri, it u pcmtHc lo conclude that during 
Middle aikd/cif t^ic Haifoctne fimei* Ulajid fwiirh^Hasi Aux 
fatmed wie mduimal tompky or culrurml mge charisnetiicd 
by pebble or emc *cboppriig* lodi and flake loob^ of wJntb rbe 
mmmed ipeciroeni ate ben described typologically ai scrapm. 

There ate evident ugimLii tand leniporali) vjtrationi or aipcca 
withtrt rhia cnnipleii« bur die umibmies seem mote imkuig. Ai 
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rimpi 111 trtw %M (cvd* Alia, Javi^ and Pa-bwan wmonc 

land mau, Un ihc Ctlcbci and ihc I_c 5 «r Sunda hlandi w^rr 
rMrvcf conncttcd. 

Pfnbably the catlieit avpfct ri Patjifanian ttfkiirr tiTJava 
I Middle cirty Liic which cc^iiin^ed of a vaikry, 

III ti2c and fbrm^ oTitmply Hiked pehble$or nodnlci^ ptauinahlir 
fiii^ispcd imp]nnenti« rogefher wiih numcrout ordnily 
nruck and frimmcd flikn. Moviun iiulyicd 1419 imptaiKnn* 
irid concluded dm 95 j wac ’choppen^ niiiid'j.jcci* (aotnUy^ 
brge poimcti ^kci), ihji ij per emf were flake impleiticnB, 
while amfdicT yj per cmf nfflakci bott utofncciitc. To judgt 
&nrTi hit illuitiafionSr the betcer flikc coolt would convtfttionalljf 
be cbi^iKcd as $ctapcrs. Concave vuurtics occur* while toughci 
specimeiii ire quite chunliy, Mjjvjlui mfcited dm inch impJc^ 
mem prupcirtiofii lesidy ilui all ttxili we« iiirnnuc cunipona^^ 
of tiK uw induntiil cfimploif. Bybiequent ttitvcf by Van 
Hrtketen in ihc ^iktoka Valley fccovcrcd Patjitanutt tooli ik 
iwo rivei tenures cvidcnrly iqmiicd by lung geological chron^ 
ology« 1 hereby diawing extrcfric eonsexvaiicin in the tempo 
tcchtinZogical and typological chuigt. 

ScancTcd aisrmblagmoccur in ccHiteati winch ate tnJ'erfed to be 
later I'Iciuoccne and may be later iipectt of the tame compW^. 
In the Solo Vallqr^ the SangErm KUke indunry and ihc jtvcallcd 
Ngifutong Bane InduNry bath include senpen^ conr-^rap^ 
and flakc^bladc^ of silicenuL none, and uicsdcntaJly provide 
pmumpiive evidence for the anriquity of buiic^wntking. It ^ 
poitttliied dm tircy ate of the laittc age as Solo Maiii tnn there if tio 
dircci juoeuiinn proving tim they actually wete hii tooU. ti* 
ihe leiutKcrn CldebcSi nn icrracei at TjJibcngc* mmiLar Mnne fbkei 
w-trh brglwangted tmkmg plaifotitii were fashiutied varjowsly m 
fmpen, corc/icrapcn and pomicd flakes. Chtnnolugj iiobioire, 
bill III typo logic a] smulaTity with the javirtdc Sangitan and 
prciumed aneieni Phihpptnes dm ii nt^kuig. Deliiltd dcMTJjV 
timti and illuitratinm of all these asiembUgci arc ciscufiil* 
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ihhdkjgh Miiviitv obscPp'cd due rhey hjvc nti pai^lldf on ilic 
numkncl. 

Futuic public^tiun cif itcmtly djtcd cxtavajicins piami&c*^ 
insight tmo Uiq PlciMocmc induilrict uf cnifipai^ble tcclirvo' 
tc^tc4l ttstwt Oti PjUwiri, Df R, B, Fox <xc.iviiitd Tabcm 
C 4 v« ii 3 a depth tif itsa cm., and Ttcoveted a flake mduttry, of 
which perhaps only iwo percoir wcrcmciuchcd. Thcrrinxf kable 
fcjnjTc It ^h3I these fiaka pcrtisrtd at the basic lypt ffom bdb« 

4Q,cx)0 yi^n to at lean pooo yean a|;Ls^ which wai the lopmon 
layei m die cave. The liinilarny with Niali itriknig. Apparently, 
simple (juanxiir Haket fnim the mam none cumponeni ji Niah 
from jd»<xx> to lOiOno year^ aga. Below tJm, digbily flaked 
pebble *dioppert' were proenf, back to at least 4^^000 yean. 

In the Hjctcrn Highlands of Mew Guinea^ excavanom have 
documented tbc near'I’lcisrocene anui|iiity of octupaijon at 
Kiowa and Kafuvam. Goictaily. the stone mdusny ii uii^ 
ddfeiciitiated^ with pebble tooli^ cnft>tmpen and flake took 
domiruiu, pamcuUtly chunky flakesp wiih urpdbked itimtning 
and often concave edges; bonc^orkmg was practised. There i| 
an eisccpfjon to this core and V«ap«' compk*—soplusttntcdp 
ground u&ad^es were picscnt at Kafiavam before Sooo dc, 
indicaung rbai Ooipdlian aalktnen were run momtpntiiei of 
ihii reclimilngy, Ltke r^rly Amitalian mdnwics, thii uidustna! 
iradiiion eviii^ rrnurkabic vtabiliry and conimtitty for at lean 
10,000 years; unlike Aasnalia, exetpv fm a striking dcoease in 
lecoiidaTy retouch» ii commued linEe cbangcd into tile ethtuv 
l^aphiC prcwiit. 

llicTc ate utteresauTg losom in Island Sootli>Eut Alia for atuu 

Australian ptdiistonjm. In Malayiia and Java, a pcbbk/coce utitivTarioti 
and flake tradmon pmsihiy haseafty ot middJc Plemoecne origtnir 
ihc lime of H rrr^rtki. There k no pesumptton of cnmparahte 
aniiquityfnr implerncnn in Celebes^ on the other side of Wallacea. 

Bur on Pabw^aii and Borneo^ 40^0110 yean ago^ and m the 
Phdippii^ die Celebes and New Gomea, in presumed Luc 
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[^Iciuixif^ir CTiv^nviiirticttti, ificrc were Hakc-^nol ttukett. Some 
yon jg4>* MofVTirt rtic rci^ianjl oTihii iTadifiori 

«md the tcMigevjiy of us ^tnunot^nDu^i and iintmAgiriJiive 
bljg«\ Sutnccjuetit work Has extended itt range jnd doted \amt 
comexti, Jtid in so doings I141 oceenhjoted rhe triunditm of I in 
cnntliinmt. Far rbne teosoiUf Movms cxplotncd Jovinac pte-^ 
liutDiry being disoniit fmm diot of rtiointand buraiio bccouur 
*wc afc alto dealing with men bc!onpmp to 0 dilTcrcnt btoncti erf 
(ht human stock"- Rctent rethinkhiig on Iiumon evolun™ in the 
ioitie rqtion luiTly under]inn Mciviui^ infuiiiun; althoughi fn>in 
I1C1 anolysis of the AiaUyston Tsnipantoti industry^ Ann de 
G. Stevektng prcFcn to seek the induvEriol origin irf caify toutiv 
cjui Asian none typokigy in the carJy [^lemoceiie of Africa, 
CoiSetori S- Coon^ m\ the uthcr lui propofied tlie term 

Moviut V Lincavihr detnotcnirin betweeii the two mijm oid iAeiv 
logical tegicini. 

I^rchnirinmoi of AuLnatMi itiiju Iwk rowards Jilaud Souths bin 
Am for ihc origins of theu people and cyfiitcir. Explamiions foe 
the lucpnsing Imigeviiy ofAuMtalLin iconc jnduitrics in iheCose 
and FUkotooI Phase (or Stage) may be (011 nd in the rechnologicaf 
apuiude of p^'chisrnfie mliabitanti ofifut region. Guinea 
prrhtuofy may be iimriarly mterpteted.) Jt n nor mconccivAble 
that Wadjak *\bn would have found familiar rnob at Kcnmlf 
cave 16,000 yean ago od it Ctecn Giilly iti 6000 n 9. The differ-^ 
enuat cncnpon4rtirs d( mduitnes at Kerindb Kangaiw Island oi 
Ingabddi migiit be expfatrtcd by idea I (nr primotypes) traiw^ 
mined ftoin difTp'eiii ptunti of utigm (Ccltbctff Javaf) try penf h 
ara basically similar tcthnologtcal level; but nothing can explain 
OcnpetliS and l^srem Highbnds Hm- Gutnea^ anii<|ne 
groiind aiecf (^lool invtntEOJi iii Island SouflvEiu Asia?)* ti It 
ooii>ridcnc? dial parallels Inr nuiiy JnvTOiiwe PluiscfOfds occuriH 
laiet pTiehiitnne Indonetta? h ti ugriiScatit that if was tHily itt tfi^ 
ta« few thmuand yem fhai tmplrizicntt und ideas fl diJfuwl 
on an almoii |d£>hj[ i«aJer (Cenmemr micruliiliii * Bondi points* 
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■n Bengal; unifacc. bifacc and Kirared pciimt in the Toalcan cit* 

Cdcbct, tndf Japanese influenced 0- With evtdenee fiir Ptciittv- 
cene art on ibc Nullatboi Plain and gtooved, grouud axes in 
Arnhem Land, k h relevant to recall that japan claims owners 
ship nf Pleistonne poni^. Pactfle retcarch pimhiiin new pet' 
tpcctivcs ht human prehtnory. 

From Ptnnocene Java Man to rhe la« Macasiarmaii who 
vitucd Auunlia m ad igOTi Austnlian ptehinofy reiminecl 
oncnied mwatth liland Snvth'Ean AxU. Captain CooV and 
Sir Joieph Bauki, inadvtttrnily thtlted the htunric halancr, 
which abdttivc cotnriial tcitlnnotit on the north coan failed to 
ledtess. Y« hntoric AiBnsiIia*s Tecwireni mvol vement in the lamc 
Tcgtnn ttnee 1040. ooit(itii» iliac hmmy, like ptchtuory. repeats 
tneir. 
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Field Arcbaeolo^^y 


Tvpxt frict, . , nr^iufipg from ujny na iiixiy-fiw (oa Ijorn fht g^uuiiJ icj iIm tcm-^erniDH 
btsncKci ... K»r Tiof e-Ikk wjih Hun iftifttcmcim, (be bad !w(iif5.b«rt fcuumil 
&IK rhi; puTpofc; (heic rwchfi finmiiig a kutd oT licpi U> citabk pmiW (o gA up il)c 
XKve* 4nd Tnb the birdi' imii. _ . ww fully fivt fm Afwn h . i 

AHSTL jAHi^OOT^ TaMAn, Jwfmi Tiimini.i« {i Daxmbcf IH^J 
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S iiir^^l^otJN t) Tatmari may have mttiaicd Au&traliati field 
orchicology wjili (hit abicrvaiion, bwj uiifottuTUtely, nwt 
AborigituI field miiiiijmiTiti w^c peti\bab1e, like ibm (ten. 
ThrouglioiJt Aitirralia old m decaying guiiu mil uin-iwe wnh 
iimiUr rtiiir fooitiiild^ cui by |p<nuim hunrert oi wiU^honcy 
gadirfen. CNlim beat kmg lean where bark thntt wot temoved 
for canen or it^ieJd^ ptmibjy wifh ibe aid of rough fisf^mipcd 
chi^pjxTt. Kobm bdwardi arranged i niajuf prcigrajivmeto rccaid 
many ttcct* in the L^wci Mumy VaJtey^ mwit ot which 

jie dodmed bauiutc uf rhing rim kvd\ tblluwung watet ttorigt 
pmjccu. fiui!) fiici alto wtcik havoc; iik cauix tfcci wetr Kt 
alighi outside Devon Downs jbelter in j 9^7bcciuKofK vanebl'v 
maichp 

tne^IypK bark alio waa employed tmivcrully for diehers and 
brcakwindi, fttqumily upon lightly fbnicd arnauio wliose 
mperfietd sukedmln iiflcmally would ddy Ardiaetilogtci! 

At Cymej Bay^ however* ^pleguw ttnctivmd iomr 
pouibic itdkt bnici. B^rk piiniiug n rcsiucrcd roday in arcai of 
ewatui Arnhem Landi where ctctached theeti are decorared m 
iradittuoA] nylcf, cbidiy for cfimmcxcia] f ri tn m . At Ocnpcik 
in ivn. Sit Baldwin Sptneer colheteil over 30a baik patmtngi^ 
many of ihem ibc nf 4 door^ liaitin nbicrvm rrctird flwi ih< 

Custom of decii-taiing tl^ itincr walk or eolingi of bark sbclreii 
wji wudopicad ihriintgiKiui the imrTbt fhe loudvcasi and even 
111 T 4 UTiAri(fl. Only two Qramptci irf swthem birk patnitiip 


fktd /I rr/rafflt’d 

»hrvi^p. whik kw Arfiliern L^nd cpccimcni wcsv. roltcrrrd! I*ktf 

bdlirc Spacers appmiuEum of then tixipamnce. 

Ancxhcf diitmctivtf ttiougb vulii^raljlc^ field munuiiimt was 
the cirvcd in?c> nu>itly vcthcmtratpJ witbin tht P^diiij; f^judih 
Ncv»-South W^ldu Utiullylhcb^rk W4&itmpv<djiidim|;r4vttig> 
made nn the iiunk in ^>incincr and hncar pflnCTn*--ciir!i:i, 

c^mMntnt dijunond^ and t!pward« caf rooq I^k 49 

exampiti arc kiiown« mjiiy pou^Euioptutt an 4 cut ^vtih 

sioel but few will survive iliis ctiiiuty m itiii. t Jitc Old 
World racgaliiliic mtniiumcni^ whose jjt form ihey tccall, ihw 
dctidroglypln maiLed crrtmonjal graondi and bunal pUct% 

Ftequcruly ocrutiing carved rrm were coimtcd 

iinnihd mic ccfinnntttal (ihira| gfmii>d. Near the Lachkti U rwr 
m I cxplaccT John Oxley cjme upon a pan of whose 
dcsigjis faced 4 itcctiily coimriictrd carthcii lortib and txtmitvt 
ciuiworlu w luch^ ffiibiladoiirt notwjiltuatidtrig^ he pteavoted, l^kif 

AbaiigituJ mcthodi ufdispining of thcit dead* which vatnd 
rcgiutiaJly JiTmI pinumiiUy wnh nmc* ofTci a complor tidd fm ■nttAi. 

fiiiute archatoingicjl mcacch, tjntmliiiiatcly^ ftw prjcdi:cf riur.Ticn 

wrtt dcfignrd 10 afim fuiuic sriaaigfaplitc ft€ansiwcxt0n^ while 
grave gc>i>dl were eithct larr at pcfidublt. biljnt^jplkft ^iiirres 
indiciic that hmul nttgh brcxicndaJiir flexedp delayed 01 tmnie> 
djac£, sunk in ihoJkuv graves tH covered with uiuic nr cattlic^i 
muunds^cirposed on hr btindici orhidd^ wtdiindicrr equally 
iiiRsmmabk hoi low tnankt- TW Cmn Gully rcmaim^ uvrr 
toco ycaTS nld* exEmpUfed delayed* extended bunal pcaciicck 
Corpses mighr be cjtmatcd ni wrapped in ikun and buik^ 
dcwc.icrd and widely trojuporLctl or itn^fed in rock otvich, 
diimembcEcd and potfioni boarded or rmiaJJy cornu mrd. 

Tltfcr jrchoenkigiirt are conEtiUiJtitig objeerivny its dm 
rotiritfbn. Bctiy HiaU it preparing liiiifd^dnon portcrtit Iram 
eihnnhittcirrc mnreev. Near Grafforu ai Blaxland'v Hai* liabel 
McBryde excavated a group of nine biik'^vfapped extended 
buttah 111 i ^tfrod rock ihcher. Itiv^^uguiiju ijf duxr temanu. 
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wkich AtT iboui tioo fears afdi pTcimjtei imptHtsiU rtirotn. 
Bofh debfcd biitial and cremation practicR may be tcpinniicd, 
while one adult fcmalr ♦kuH pottctim ati oval liolc, uronglf 
tug^ative of pic>tnatietii nTparurtorii a pnciice Ittihmo um 
recorded m Aiistralu. Sotuk oT Brtibane, at Btoadbetch^ 
Laib Haglund'Callcy ii cxcavanni; ihe bigete known Abo' 
riginal burial ground. About i$o gravci luve been uncoveied 
and ihe derailed analyati of burial practice^ guve goodt and 
physical onthfopalugy ihtnild coiuributc baiic daia, never bdme 
available from a laige. comridlett umpk. 

Haily acccrontt mdicate that bmial mounds and other eaitlv 
wo As woe pamcuiarly comnuro m eastern Aunnlra. Both the 
Wcitem Diftnci and Riverma T^buiu were dotted wiili *m]miy/ 
ojttgj' of *iuiivc avem’'-'hoIated middcrH up to too feet in da* 
man anti ufvetal t'cci thick, tiben crammed with butialt. A 
cmtiiry ot {aiming opaatioins hat kvcllcd mutt of them. Perfwpt 
aerial pbofugraphy could aaist dior Itjcation. Through a train 
window tn tSOQ, an obtervant W<steni Victotian passenger 
noted, ibai 'owing to the drmighr, , . ills gtcen mantle <d grast 
bad dnappearod, leaving the black patdin of nv5«'-«M»uudt 
wy easily dtttingiiiihablc from the hare titrface': etiewhae, he 
ta w ctflpi growing green and tall on («tj(c athy middcnt. 

Corporate aeiiviiics which left their mark on the landwrape 
were varied, hut lew have been wught or nuvcyed. In Wetteto 
Victiicia, ihattnw ditch tytieritf dug in manhet served at «l 
traps;, one was oiiitsated to covet ten actn. On inland tiven and 
coastal litfmli, oetenuve stirne Csli naps and weirs rorvivci The 
hot kiKiwi) estample it at Brewamna, on the Darling Kivtx, 
which tttttched about yaidi along in coiuse. Desen 
AbtifigiiKi mmniictcd wane 'luda' to i vt m thetr food hunt, 
winch sdl cxiit. 

rtiLo Tlie m<Hi common lutvtvtng relict ate umic arraugcntenis Of 

uoi.i ut«T» a%nmcntt. Jn the inttmair link ntistrog between Abongnw* 
and llietr tentioiy, topographical tcaiuies, plaitit and annualt 
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wtfc 3n Linqupnaiicd, pajt t/ ocitfcnci^. Like than^ 

selm. They wcic tnAywed with life esnnee m tlw dmin-^itTtr by 
£!rc:atii>rt betotv Tl«sr tiitemit inmmrt were irainfonned mtp 
ruturil fcarurO' iwck^ ciavuies—biit rtaainal Acir life osen-ce. 

Afiiiinti %Mck rmirtnic rotmeet ^ppioprinte cerni^irnei wcie 
pcrfriTTnccL C,. Mttumfmil Im dcttiitnMtuicd riot almiiu every 
topogrj pineal fp.itiiir un Ajfm lt<M:k potirsiei deep mythpk^gica! 
rcjdjiy^ Ptdin ^ knnwtcdge afTbe living peopici dKiddtc^ a pir*' 
bmmi^n t&iliiet dut foeki did luM itquirc human "aricarigc^ 
man* bdofc tiny pbyed an mtimaic nAt in emuMfiu! life; yti, 
unlti^ hiimjii agency wat iiivulvcd in erecting lie canneri 
idcnrify ibem ardiiicnitjgkally. On rhe mim: hajid* it (i rramiidbit 
tu pTesnme tfinc the fnncticm of maiiy ifnne aTfjitgcmenii U:ai 
enmparabk^ ihrit nwnm ideniilitd iheni a\ rmcmic bcingt wlicr 
pitricipjicd in ctcjiinn dnoia^; athm denuiraled omit ^vhere 
uich CTcnd ucenned. Tl>c Unci funcaw ptmibly oepUim many 
ground monijmcnr^* cnrtijstng DTlijio or circln of tmall uona 
cttrloimg jj fkar atcj. lijuiii|dn ate known thiuvgbnui 
troJU, tanging from a few sipiart fed to aettt in afc^panJ iti tliceatt 
were retmtd tkra gnutudi, 

Ttieie ite jho ni.my eicjnip 1 » of Urge^ tingle itaiidmg tfoneih, 

Qt coiiru, which have Usn comnuct^ wnh v^mt labour Di 
McBrytie Jui dnciliicd mafnr grnupl m New Lnglajid^ 

while K 4 Jniict occtvatcdrwntupcrimpii^Kdl iligniiinii:i oftipncii 
on an rxputed dime on TatimnU't iiorth'Oit coait* Pov&ibly the 
mm uTiking ^ttiegalubic^ f^jcfiirn are ¥cirk« up-ended uiulitimc 
tUbt tiiiijtcd ni ihc Greii Victoru DcKd. One aligfttneor d 
iwcTUy iipight amttgrrtierut atom thtet fee LiJJ tniutniiet 
reguUily iat rnoic (ha it ihiny yardti tfie mfitr ci^phst ceyvm 
liundtedft of yardt and (he dnfiiirutii inipteiiian. h hT 

Tynemotic pUrming, l*Ule ^<^ 

Ilie evidenee nf carved tnen, however, mdicarei tJior etn;^ 
monul "jrrjngetnetm' dtd nut connir of untie tlone^ Indeed* 
exoinpin of ctcNindilcp lunganHi and emu bone airaiigefnatti 




Vt/ Prrltistfify ttf Autfralu 


Pbtt 4i 


I'Ukd 
qiMtiKV 
11 TE& 
PltfA (> 4 , 


4 re ^nuwn, fncninuUly dt cotvmtc inctcdsc iiict. In South 
Wal«« «fth ind MnJ 1‘iguni up to ihiny fm |on|i were IntTurd. 
tcptcienung tnjp'itK>lo((ic‘jil iky cuflutE^httoc^ Cnitiprable 
dcti|;i» were engrjvtd in the ejutb ur upon the Imiig^ rock, lad 
in die undtiitfir noitb of Sydney tint Uttet in funn (u» survived jU 
Ovtf lOOO IHd. 

Pofsiyy more pruf>mitic trTor){;in wmhe Tttniible Fillitrane 
pjiihwiy, tnvem|$Jled hy Di McBrydc ui denie, nigged. New 
Eingtind nin futeit, Thh well'buili itick, ilntmr ftiur Im wide, 
UTctchei lixry yutdi through fnrevt, ind poutbly piovided iccen 
4 Crmt a iteep lidge- Thet tt maicttU tcuitnoiif to the voiriiy of 
cariy accountf ftam Tasminii ind Quecnrliud. ctanning thit 
Abongtnci kepi trackwiyn clear through otlumviie impenetnMe 
fmeu. Ntar Sleubcek, wetton Anthem Land, n a cewmoittaJ 
pathway, about four (w wide, which » de&ied hj tw«ct for 
alnioii three tjuanen of a mile, at tr wmdt up a Ktll and down a 
valley, to a painted nock ihelter w which are piled mimcroin 
animal btmei, 

in ticmh^eatHtTi ArnlKm Land, C!. C. Mackiught teccntlf 
lurveyed unique itHiic aifangemenit, winch are nioir ippm* 
piiatcly dctciibcd at 'pr^utei*,. Tiittc corrtiw of tmall «on«, 
fiirming ttmple outlinet of objeett rrtoit ofwhich became familial 
in Abortginet only througJi ihe« coniactt wiili Macattar* 
ncpangcrt or ihcir voyaging to Macaitar ori piaus> Tliey include 
pram, hornet, .tiid rujinmiilett, irepang boiling licaitiit. 

Qiianiet ate a type itf field antujuity metning tyttcniaiit; feld 
and pctrologii-a] invemgatMin. AliJiough McC'.anhy tuivtycd 
the Itlfraiy toumt fi»r the occurrence and circubiion of then 
ptoduciv, with tew occcptmni rhey (uve been ignored by field' 
workett, and ictearch mterciit it onty dcvetnpuig. Junct ui 
Tatmama. and Mcbrydc in New hngfand arccurmMly engaged 
nn inch tiudiei. I wo tfUiUTici, which teveal unpmtive atrain* 
mctin of luiman pcncvnrnee and iituialivc. dnerve mnre lame 
than the berter'kiioum Ml \h'it{utti diabaK mnice ui Vicrona. 


Fifid Arckatahj[f 

Oftf IV dcqj undcs ihc Nuthrhii l^brtii where 

nnJiiln of flim ptomidc from tbt Ewcnc tinvesronr wilU* Evj^ 
dri>cv □btjincd by Dr A. CilJui jnd K- S, Wnghc e«t;ib|ishcd 

I tat ihi> fttved iia sionr kuirdc wdll nver lO^OOO^ind pcvtiibly 

lO^OQO yeiff thtv diough dire;ive waidjik and h^ird il> ttuK 
Wcviern AitsiTjlia bo^m thr imnienicr i^htt mint m Wilgic 
Mi 4 . A htlliide i\ vittu^y 4 n citt^ ViSiryiiig bctWfcti fifty 4 ltd 
a hundred feet in width and uxiy^fivt feet tn dejitti, while oclut 
have been lunnetted furrlwr mto the hill- The exeavjtiqn 
[c| 7 fcKins the lemovit nf several ilKiuund lom of fnek^ Jnd ihtre 
ef linogtdphje evidtiKe thit wooden tc^tfoU^ were propped 
ig.iinv the n>ck to ivsisi e{U 4 ttymg opo^ttoni. He^vy oono wete 
lived mink fm hAttcting the rock. w 4 iilc woiKicn wrdgct up to 
eightecTi mchti \n Jerigth were driven ni (ci piiic our ihc iliick red 
or yd low r>ehre mms. The cavity fkwi ii stptifiod in placci 10 4 
depth of almiKU ii^r merits, ajvd lonutu/dy lidcai condicjoni luve 
prtttivoj i]ic w^dgev tlimngfioin lUe depmn. The lire tv under 
aielaeologiral rnvesiigation by h M. Ctawfrird 
Abortgirul txick an ii ben cnfnptehcndtd m in njtutal to^n 

wtm|^ and alone. It wM dusk cm a wmiry cvemrig m iy> 6 o when a|it 

t reached The TomU- Tlic frictrof prtdomniatirly ted ifencilJcd 
handf retmed j I mini lumuKTCtiil;^ while die curved rocL ampbi^ 
flicdtrt was liomniLiried by a uJtglc %ufe-—dip ueitcil of a man 
w«ti jrmi rrutirretclied* branding hefnic the tntrance 10 a low, 
deep cave. It wii a mcfiiorahle occaiinn, and m the btmding 
nilincsr and chill atr are »ti mcnnil deinern in rcirallirig the 
acstiictic or imcilccrual tmpact of rbc wit, ahJiough ihii ciuikk 
be conveyed picuiriaUy; tn i!io, n my later realinriun, iluc lingert 
of lundpHnu wjthm the icceu bchmd tfic %tiie were "nlivuLitrd*. Pliw h* 

Antmcnngmul iprif lolitiger in, pftsiimalily it was even Jt^e ui 
lot an Ahorigmali thn wa\ ou galUey dedtcaied to the piopti^ 
tiiKiil d'*arf tor artS take*. 

Explorer CieoTgc Grey ncperienccd the umr uimuJiii in the 
Ktmbcrieys in tBj9. wlicn he itumblrd upori the firw krniwn 


T/if PrrAfV/ofjf Arntratm 

gdltcry dT Wdndjin;i in’—*1 wxt ccmmiy riihcr mrpiwd lii tltfi 
momciii tilJ^ 1 Jirw ?hii Sttacl and uppit piit cil'i body 

fif bfndiiig over and furing giiraii) ai me/ U wi$ my fortui^ei 

ntai tngaladdi wior^holt^ 500 milrt caii of Clfcy^ afci, m &ce 
two giant %p]t!i which arc ai mpraswc in tbinr tc\mg and 
mcriE* a$ m ihcir evident cultural alTihim>ns with the 

twined 


meaningful (had the aft which covered it. For t!iC 4pprdp™ic 
locial groups it wai the Tocaliiy which pc?scised life ciwncc ur 
totemk and mythdiugteal reality. TIic ihawttig^ on iigniScam 
sitn were timply the mcditim through which adecnral crtitiufi 
bcrngi temtinued to influence cvicTy^y life- Because i>f the 
personal rcUiiunship baween man and so many irt (he topn^ 
graphic fe;tnires of his tubal domjui, it is probable that although 
both teculai and ucred (fnythokgkal) themet ate iJIuHrated# 
*wjcred' lubjccti dnminaied; to die 'ownm\ even muiidauc items 
rcalisricaUy depleted often powewd lyrtibolic or mythiitugt^f 
mcafiing. Generally^ tlin purpowr was indirect^ at tangible evv 
deuce tif the drtam^tnnc and of abiding icMcmic bemgx. Snme 
related more directly to die tocreasc of the uamra! tpccKSi at ru 
the ewe of Wandjina and ascocuted animuil dtawitigv ^heu 
eetcmunial rttouchmg pfoduecd rain or perpctviailon ot th« 
parficuUt iperin. In pam of the Nonhem Temtory^ it 
rUic 77 essential to fcratch certain rochf w aisurc Taio^ The pfoiinittMied 

tcxiul theme m many rcgmni ii anodicr example of whhful 
rhttikmg associated wiih totemic sKet, alibough tt would uresn 
unrcaliuk to interpm mou are at tieing sexually oncmed- Sorcoy 
wai anodicr factni. and many grntcvque wesiati Amhem L^iid 
paiiduigs of Fccnit age were to dntcred. Yer iticrc are icctsrded 
cxamplts tif AbcvTigines apprenfty decoraung locfcs for pui> 
poies i?f cmreraniTntni akuKt add lomr of die Dreney-'lihe 
chacacretf at Ingaladdi would reem appropnarely cLwsitted m 


Wandjina style. 

Tim persona) retrtmotiy rerveito illumine aspects ol AbmigiiiaJ 
an. The site itself must be comprehended a& frc£|iiirfuly mote 


FffU 

(his fnanncr, while iHosr 4 cfircnng Biiri>pdrt wim may hive 
fct^dc^d metnor^bk evetilt In rvcty^day life which» pvtti iimi!^ 
flight hjfcvt become mcojpotxtcd m ihe dixAm'^imc itwmli. 

AI to decctf^iicin mi weaponit jr ii eviilciit ih;ii orKunicntatinii 
fiftcii played 4 vhal Timaitmar mki yet tome older ethnographic 
ipcamoit m iii> supcebty propomoned an d inaKd ^ thar to deny 
rheir jddiiionar aeuhcuc mmi vitbn igjtorci the digiuiy oThiiman 
ctcativjcy. 

Although Jitiidc mflumcet extend ovtt iraintme dhunm 
(Wandjiiia detivaitm alio occur m die Muigrawand Pctcrmift 
Kajigti^ 1000 mil© kiuih<j« of City’s titrs), and «yln nvtrliip Plun 
and ccMcxifE (in addntdo to Ktmbcrlqr muars at Ingaladdtt (here ^4 7 *i 
ftic Wcaiern Arnhem Land hguiti^ Cemrij Auirraluiii 

circle and line dccfgne^ and mhuie depiction of European 
cuhurc^aiti^, there ate htojid sryliitic dtrtTihmjon patunriL w'hich 
muu reprticm artiyk provmcci. Fnr cxampFc, Wandjiru and 
Xxny My let are dimtM from ihc ntitci! flinti of louihcm Quemt' 
land or from the recently dticnvctcd majoe gattcdcs of Cape 
York, and rhii genmliiamitt n rmr refuted by the presence of 
lomc ucnci!Icd doigiii in all atai. There ite alto rcgRinaT vina^ 
non* in methodi of crtgoving iw aEiradiiig rock mfacei- ro 

Hnwetet^ bccaiite ^ feu- areai have hem surveyed in derail^ 

11 n prdmbk ui awah funhet regifinat reicaftFi before dehmng 
cuhurr^ptovmc©. if h ulurory fhat* whcfcii in *»a prtH^kiiii 
ovencai publtcaiion d©igmiied New England an amuic htink« 

Itabet McBtyde and W. J. EL Webner tiibscquenrly rteonied a 
weakh of engraved and pamied wttt. The Auittaliaji Immure of 
Abcittginal Studtcf h inpponuig many ptojeett dctigTied to 
(cemd data rJbjmtvdy* by camefa^ tcilrd drawing m coding and 
uhtibriarn of individual componenrt^ Roheit Edwardt m rhe 
NiKihern Terrirnry^ TrciiBe m Cape Ymk, t. Mp Crawfoed 
and IE J. Witgfn m Wcitmi AurtraTia^ J. Tugby m Vkioria 
and C. P. jMDunt£jnl tii Cetmal Ai£Uulla4 are amungu wofken 
wlTiue tnrmntti wtU enntribute hauiully to art appretutKin. 


Tilt Pirfktsi,yfy if Anitutlh 

Mn Lolcy Miyiurd hat adipecid rhr rcchniqurt ot' A. Lcwr 
Gtwfian ro AuHralun uic( by obfcrving ihe fouiion of neb 
rmutf and iti leLiktri <o die! lotjl eompiMiiinii oT fubjccti on die 
lock uiiJjicc. 

pjtK{iiiT<mt u difficult lot A (iithiiinmn lo juei% Abneigirul itn. Until 

AK.r teeently, it potscsied rup time depth, bcnutCi except fot a rilim 
engra^'vd cUb iincoveicd tn tltl upper Uyer it Devon Dowm, 
A iniquity could he uifetfcd but not detnoiutTAicd^ SynctTutic 
uma vetting of uyliiik tupcrptKiiion, dc'vcbpeii by F. D- 
McCarthy, piuvided a nUtive <iei|iicti<:« fur tome atvAi; yet the 
abioUtte ageoTall uylci invntvcd itiiitdetermincd, and itiiuUito 
cotTElatc over great liituttcct. Neitlut can an Ausralian pR' 
Iiutonan escape the condittonui^ milucticcoFetlmcigrapbic dau, 
A prciiii2iniaii may infer mciluidiofapplication or tcdiinquci of 
engraving, fnim (ibscrvaiitiii, Init comineni cnticetning mxiv 
vaiuit) and meaning n beyond the icopc of nomiat archaix>kigica! 
aainticiL 

With ihe Ticiin of contemporary data, n » difficult not to oifcT 
aiiichruuisuc or (allacUHit commatt. Frii example, it li cstab' 
liiiiLtl that wlieieai dream/time ctcutivc fotett in ArnJiem Land 
mpluntcd fetnak fcmltty- mother concepts—clan heroct in 
ilw Kimberkyt were male, and were moic directly jutweiated 
with natural fotcet—lam. Itgluniiig, animal Ipeciek Should 
ancient ait in clime rcgiuus be vojidly jiiterptdcd in thitlasKton} 
How would an arcJueologist interpret ilte corKcmtic cucles and 
duuous lino rm an excavaied Cenrtat Amtralian none 
'tjiirunga’t (Unfonmiaiely^ ihe example it hypothetical, at tut 
excavsiiritis have been jnempitd there.) To an loiiiated Abo* 
hgiiul, tome rjurunga are, in a lenw, formalited map* tif the 
icginn. cleaily indicating welU, ttacki and other topograpiiic 
imturcs; in aihxhti sense, ilicy arc a lymboltcal portrayal of hn 
tribal icrtHoiy; (hey alio ptnicss deqp ccrcmontal tignificaiicef 
foethey icwily to the nnnplex wandermg* and aotvtncs nf ttiicnnC 
ancestors. (I^erlupi tbtir appeal «o a preJiisronan lie* piimartly 
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fit tlicir baHnutki cifj 'Br(Tii]Cf A^t tty le, but mbil cldfeu 4i€ 
rgnoTiint of rhii^j 

A furphcr ctrrnpfKr^iiing licior knowTi r« Auumlidi} prc^^ 

hitfoEiaut li t!tc fiii:t ftut pcmiitnciict wjit not iVir purfMiic of tnoM 
Abongitui jEt- Only retnriinii tmvivc, ificicby diiiiiftinB ilw 
evidence, f Ifil>e ijft^eietnoiiiil wt uirvived* to wlur cjstrnt 

u^ould ti»c 'texu^r conimc nt" Ab0rigiii;f| 4tt tic dj:mli]lvtled^| 

For example, an archacolcsgitr would be Ibnutute to trcijvtr 
paimtd bhii^k^ dreurated ikiii cloakj and or richly 

ddtonted Metvdic Idand buiijl polek He would be even lets 
likely to find cennionia] it^lta, uieli it elibntitc Witimga 
tottmte det^nt^ wJiidi wetedelibericely deumyetl 4t the end nfi 
bftef ceicmonf, afier tuiuri tpeni in ttnar conuruetton. He ctHjdd 
never tell whether foek stt riuutli wetc i^seoei^icd with intrMTitc 
bod) decornttnn nr with ihe productkm oi ground dceor^nom 
comhinmg umilir artmic moiifi. Vti ethiiugrapiiy demnntintet 
ihit in mr^ny nueiii, inuu working ia i gn^up oeircd tmgcground 
comptHitnm^, leiniikihle for ibw «im ofcnnipuniinn, ooloiif» 

(eclriig of baliFvee and iiumic^ of cKecutintt, TjodjJt witnmed t^iac ri 

4 drawing in tind^an atpotifion of i myih - whose producluifr 
otcnpicd TWO bourt md trretefted mxf rwemiy^five Iccf—ihc 
avidiencc kept pace welH the picii:^aphic tccord by liiiilfiing 
aktiij* wittinoi tkuiig toiitcu feet. 

Superpoininn tiudiei inditaie changes of wyle and motif 
Should j ptthiupnxn thctefotc cotisidcr rnfirpretJtmTit of art 
provided by iiibil cldm (rtpovnoriei of rradiuoiial lure) as 
meanmgfuU l^criwpt K>mc auihropulngiits have been over' 
eager ro trutr inrotniiinu who w^isc not \mcd it) citdct tty let- 
SItould ibe laJimooy uf G. A, Kohfiimn be atxcptcd tui 
Tisnuruan ant, of wfatclt he was the wile intopfcscrt Hn expUna^ 
iitm W 4 I that pimted eiicJct lepmentcd men and women, while 
engraved otimpln were hliek men and wince men, Rninnton 
quttticmed m good faiih, but hw timplc eKphoarton n un^ 
eonvuTcing. 


The PrehtUi^rj' ajf Aiinr^liiX 

tf prejiiHnii.3ni. loviHit: to |jeafrr 3 .li^ jboiiT iKc ptifbittiiF)' 

df Abojiginil .lit, ic ti undiMitaridjLbtcfh^ ancmpccd nincbtiain 
with l:uro|;^a:ii P-dUojlitiiic m disiurb than- *J^ 4 Licoli[liti:" ;ind 
JK cnitimnti 111 pnpubr hut K, M 

BcrndrS prtncw ihat Al'cirigmal jit *h cdnECtn[H>rjiy^ iif 
fo, find no more pidinrcint thin (Iw pcdptc who art mpontiblr 
ibr tl\ wi% A timdy svaming. 

Rctcmly, howt^n, stAid arcWialnitical tviderw-e hji teen 

tttnvotd wlikh ini jhet tiii thercntjrkahlc Jiuiquiiy dt Abatr(^&ni1 

;iit. Af KdinilT caiVfn numcrniit dchie iVagmtiiri wett prewirt M 
atl !ml*^ mdiciiing that coloimng maitri^U wtre dim 

during rhe couttt df ova 15 ,oc>a y«B, TTie evidence w^i fnorc 
pmitive ji ttig4ljdd4 where tiecuvAfcil bmken undstiOK picen 
PL« 4 s were niciud with liiiiple IinCiii Jtid *bud4T4ck^ nn'tdi. Tliil 

iUgravrd ^rt wai Lntficd betwam yrme iCOT ycin and 700O 
y«art ago* hni k h intercuinf; char httfar m^Mth wete chaiaactHiic 
dl the nrgicin diitiiT|j; fhit micnry. (Thcit purpwc appamitly wji 
ramrnuking: pfovidmg an iib|cce>le^n trt die need for rcifrarni 
111 expLiinmg prdmaffie plieniitncno.) 

One df die mnu i%ni£niit finJi in Autfralmn prcluuorj 
fcitilttd from Dr A. Citliit' work j| Ktmnitda cave, let local 
darknnt, 500 in tooo Ext within the nndct^ittiiiitd cavtiii. 
and HI pan reached only by crawling fhrovtgh a narrow p3L%u^, 
aic a tew rhiitmiiJ tqujtc fcei or waff markings. TIicmt cun^iit of 
meander tug gioovet made by tuigcn on I he inft hmciiuiic walU, 
rUiriio and V^ctioned linear piiove% AiKtciaied nfl ifior decorawd 

furfacn* hue noty thete* are chm paraffel fcratehe^, iiigficiitee d 
aninutxbwi. Sinitbr mafkingi are prrfeni in darkneis hi WO 
pliircti caw near Katherine, Nnirhcm Temrory, mcUiding Kicitore. 

Ciiriouiiv. no amiiul nr reptik n tliaiighr capable of mark mg die 
walU Of cdlmg m tome m^va Lnaircmihfc pUeev Jtid ilicrr are 
indnutmni diat iht ccTartheCi arc ol mme aniic}iiiry« There ii a 
pumbiJttyv thcrrfbrc, tlui the markitigt ww made thioiigfi 
ftamin aperic). 


Firld Anhatfitojff 

Tltt Kuonitch cvictmce dcmonuum i\w, cotiiraiy (o pqpuLr 
bctkC Abar^tOiti wotlud ia (t^ik lud confined areas; there ace 
amdllcd handprint! in the darkneu of another Nulbtbot cave. 

The Koonaltla marking! ate partly buned by rock nibble, which^ 
major fall apfuicmly uccunnf eatly in the hmo(ty of human 
ocrupariDii. In theic ciicumstancn. the minimum age for the an 
may be more tlian twenty millecou, and it ti poiisibfy older than 
any d»ed Old World an. 

Auuialian fieJd^arken face an ardumn but cxdting future to 
ttmd and co t we r v e field monuments of cnhudcrable vjricty4 
Civen the immense rimcdeprh of prehistorY, thedociimcntaiwwl of 
ochnological and cultural dcvclopmenci and arsocuicd cn^ 
viroanicrKid changes ofla « itimuUriug challenge- Abuciginal 
todety, dspite iu latier'day critic!, wai ii«cr uaric. Tliert wa* 
kope iiir die mnovatm as w4l as for die dreamer, and rite Ah' 
ortgina^ were not capttm of an unchanging and HowJe an# 
viionmcnT. That tft (he e»cnce of Abor^mal prehntory, 
which endow! it with the creativity of the linman ipoii. 





Chronological Table 

UAsro upoK s&LEcriio iiAtiiacj;«iioN nAr&s 


Ljib, N(», 

Age HP 

A^eftc 

CnmnmH 

Ljiltr CiJUbomu S. A. N 

>40,000 


cietiact pm ikyiu^ 

Mjnttnath Cive W-A^ 0^6)7 

>40pOoo 



TX*}i 




Mikwfefiy s«irj||l|v T«- 14I 

> » 7 -T» 


Msbavc 

Kcitcrt. Vic^ ANU^j 



fxiifict gknt iiim; 
Min thixM a* 




frieiTiIt 

Kporulili, S*A. Vvdj 

}tvOOO±tAfq 

sMtlP 

uitncfUined invmtcm 



widi ANU^yi 


tSiVOddb ^iMio 


^I4i Gilltfi 

ANL'oito 

ll,«00± 700 


timi; Mm prtwsit; 
gum fiittu .ilncnf 

ANU^i4i 


* 7 . 41 ® 

tsmvmisfU 

ANU^i 

l9.|O0± ]|0 

* 7.1 J® 

Min prtttiflt; 
r^nm ibmt 

Lake Mmimkc; 

ioiiooc!: 

M,i $0 

Mftipbt fmiii umc 




iffiltum. pint Imni 
prmn; Mni 
pfobibly pimvit 

ALiiiiiigAni^, NrT. ANU<T?b 

44 , 9 oe±toao 


Wge^uftd axf^ 

GaKfAiX 

^ 9 ^ 00 ± ))0 

17.6*0 

lomc pmiihly 


it,W± 700 

30 - 7*0 

p^HfveJ^ AiJic ind 

ANU.ri 

(kjoooi 400 

l 4 ,O }0 


N.T, ANU»jl 

■*MW± llo 

* 9.500 

edg^^ETund .liicok, 
flxkr ^nd Dcirr ci;>iib 

Kfilin. Vic. NZ>»7 

isvaoD^ 400 

lAjoo 

pTfiuEmd hunuti 

N 2-167 

i»,oocd:iV» 

*1.500 

^citpaiimi^ gimt 
fiuut;t ibmt 




Lontiiy 

Ub. No. 

Age »p 

Age «»c 


Gfttii GuUy, Vk. 

V- 7 J 

i 7 ,}<»± i*™ 


pcissiblr huinin 





&ci:upi{Kiii; gum 

&11TU sibicnr 

Kjcuniff Ciit, 0; 

NFL^I 

x4,i)0± 140 

M.I 40 

niintciTHai Ifakr 


GsK'jlA 

W 

*••450 

An FnvTTOOQ 


NPL-51 

ii,sooi. 170 

>^950 

bovixen NPLfilsind 
C jlCi^ 5 

Like O^longuLic, 

V*»T0 

• l, 7 «J± iiO 

*».?50 

exnna gunT 

Vk, 




man^ipuli; diic on 
fre^wjccr ihcll 

Oiwww, S,A, 

NZ't*! 

ii,ioo± n<» 

9,150 

Dipfmim cjrtifinc. 


NZ'lOd, « 70 O± 1 J 0 » 
4)10 dcminr, w ^jcctrd 
hj if>mv. wKith 
cmdcn thi« dubtoui 
alv> 


NiwL, N.S-W. 

V'lJ 

OK^im 

<Ji5J0± 1*5 
**.0^ 4« 

IO,OOD 

Mso 

141 u» bdow 

74 nn bdow inltlte; 
nnfc itw invcT»oii« 
M^n prcKur 

TJir Tombt, Q, 

NPL-<4 

9i4«7± too 

7.400 

DCLnpalion by 
HiJcc uvn 

Ctccu GiUl|r, Vic 

V -64 

SiWOt *J0 

7.040 

fbke indintry™- 

wTiipm 

Cape Maititt, S. A, 

HZw-rt* 

t,4pa± Its 


Rikf rooti ID jncinfi 

Ml Boir. S,A. 

CaK'44y 

GaKH47 

l,oeed (oo 

?.4J0i 4T® 

4.050 

S.500 

Aakc inJuitTy; d(ngo 
bond berwoeii iKm 
tc»h 

ttoeVy Cape, Sootli 

CXO'iAft 

<,140^ IAS 

4‘TO 

Hflicff dtfied buifUTi 

Tac 

V-*o 

7,^S± *50 

StStI 

iiinra|igUHon iii 
Titnumii hoAt 


tampkv fmm tuiri/ 
dcpcntt 







- ^ f 


Locality 

Lab. No. 

nr 

Ajta nc 


Ciinarturi^ N.S-W. 

CaK^nJU 

?*450± 1*0 

S.i«l 

cjrlicR iwupjiiiMi; 

Ga^cci N,S,W. 

V-m 

7t>6o± Hi 

MTO 

fULc and pcbidc 
rradition 

M abtwr 

SccbiMh, N,S.W, 

V-37 

M4<± 7» 

+401 

a&abin^ 

L4UU, Q. 

t'lTlj 

tjo 

^9io 

rtakct^il urtiO^ 

Gr«n Guilt. Vifc 

'^NZ^70 

tvB 

4.JIO 

pciitile lH«r 

^Gretn CiiUy buiiil 

N^winuit^ N.T 

ANLVj* 

tio 

S.rfio 

(cdlogcn) 

MiUngj{i^«n, N.T. 


$a*o± tfo 

♦tDjO 

axel anil fbfcc trwili— 

N.T 

ANU<ao 

«V*oqi; J 70 

4,»JO 

ltd 

braduai dnniunn ^ 


CX''to4 

0fiS5± *H 


core and 


ANli-s* 

4.0^o± im 

3,070 

iKCtifirpciin; IjiHSiT 

Tyimnlrz. N.T. 

ANU.t» 

ftpOiO^ iw 

4.7flO 

ni^viiip 

pomin pcinmcd 


ANU .50 

4f770± 140 


prwii 

poiEiti pcetair 

Tuuitgia. SJK. 

l-‘a7il: 

ijo 


iLtltei md ukcii' 

KRtirHrC4vr, Q. 

NPUm 

i.oa>l ve 

1,070 

flilltfl'l fitfftmrihui 
ttude M niiniel tlidli 
in limesiunc ittci 

Ufcu piudv dakc 


Gjlti>jn 

4>i rox’ 

4,ttb 

jEUctnhlagc 
p^rn^iLxm ddiiiatt 


NPUii 

>^t*Uu 

Iiiiot M 

M«(i. 

ptnm ptiniifftioti 
^Aku luciLcd hhdck 


4,140± 00 

*OB 

Inal lurlu!^ btndci 

Gnoun. N.S.W. 

lA'l 

C»K'lroA 

fi4fP± K» 

n 

1 

J*»O0 

t JO* likivt ilui ti j« 

udkn. lucked Ulidti 




LMiJity 


Lab. No. A|[^ Hi* 






SorJandt, 

V-i, 

4.oeo± 



^labovif 

Si«cf*i Creek. T». 

NSW-i? 

ftiOjoi 

u 


cailim ucarpaiickii 

Rttdiy Cape Nmth, 
Tat 

V.»s> 

S,4a*± 

ils 

1475 

catticM tKcii|Mfitin 

fTdtnoi't Landuig j. 


4.9fW± 


it* HP 


SuA. 

p'-io* 

>.7J0± 


i.foo 

cbm bcackef pfrrn 
ind gcoEnfliic 0>icza^ 
ilitKiMyla acbiHfidtp 

Devnn Dowm, S. A. 

L-atyC 

4.i40± 

r9o 



Wih<iti*r l*rp»hi<uuiy, 

CaK^ 

l>9^ 

5WJ 

(470 

hicked ti|d4p: 6tn 

Vk. 

CjiK^^ 

f.4»0± 

!W 


appeuante ntajr 
ptT^datc fhn 

Cipence, N.S.W. 

V^N 

ld02{± 


l-w 

fl^kc tiulus4rf« prt^ 
cUici lucked biddn 

Uipuuiie Qirki 

ANU.io 


rCH) 

1*700 

backed bbdetE ilic 

N.S.W, 

ANl^if 

a.iW± 

|!«a 

JJO 

'^ndaun' lypeiiu 
Ikjcidi^piiinci. 
diMpfKaccitf tiliiom 






piCidil 

The Tombt; Q. 

NPL'i 1 

i/wi: 


IJ354) 

piim aod tuLkxcl 
bUcki 

Frpnim't Landirq; fi. 


i.lTOl 

IM 


bf ACkd:( diJi|*o 

S.A. 



01 

IJOOO 

fkektwi aid bi^tuM 
Murray ft. Aood; 
laim tacked bladn 

WtrtiAah. NAW. 

CaK^54S 

IJIOrt *0D 

1*^90 

ibdl irudden’ iJiii' 






rjciiF l^ebbkrt, 
Uuudi'poirm 

IngaJaddt, N.T. 

AMU.J7 

J.UUOt 

7 J 

mo 

ixotubty cattinf 
poiriM a ltd cull 
ad^c^Rakci 

CapcTtiic, NJi.W. 

V.|| 

J.Wj± 

S7 

915 

tucbdhliip 



L«c*tit)' Ljb. No. 

Age 81* 

Agf 

Cammm 

CufucuiTw^ N,S.W, C4K'4'4II 

a,| 8 o± 

9^ 

4 IP 

»r)icii bjuJ^d libJo 

Micmii WeJU N-T- 


$9 

4W 

^ir^wir rtccvp#^ «if 
llstU mnuruf 

Wctt Pcoiii, Tu. 



4 0 I PO 

m nhnt 

ViJai, N.T. ANLViO 


1019 

AO no 

Girl]f l»fuK nT 





ocnvpdttim, poim 
ipdiJttfy 

Curil* V^m 

N.T. 

t.JOJ± 

tto 

4P04) 

cLtly oT ;t4XtiiisH» 

lilioi] nf JO fixf 
hrjili ihcU mnurfii 

Wcipi. Q. 

* 10 '+: 

I 0 | 

4 0 1140 

csriy mff rfan^rtiant-* 
UftuoaT Tifar 
high iWi moui^ 

CtiRiiewttjtnB, N.S.W, GiK^^s^ 

<<o± 

9 ci 

4P 11 m 

tjicit WkeJ bbck$ 

Diinat Niinlir N.ShW, GiK't7) 

^io[±: 

ll> 

4 0 1470 

ipccuFiKiil boot 
inciuvry 

Ctm Ain; Vic, HZ^i«7 

179± 

45 

40 ism 

bone mduiHry 

Boitlduccr t, N.S.W CrtK'jAv 

410rt 

40 

4D tffO 

bteA barked 

SttUtdt, N,5.W. 

M«± 

003 Aotm 

31 above 

ftit 8 ufr, S-A. 

IJ03: 

00 

40 E 6 JO 

31 above 




AnuotatioHs 


T 

I'OBASSOO; Hindm fis*4* t acid Simpian 

CWJ)* 

MONSOONS: Cimc (tjiisj): (iwl (1851^1^, t8S4^: MilU 

[(9jO:iU-7>. 

TKEt^ANC INDUSTRY: Crawfurd i\U(K Jlhijr* +40 ind 
(1956:440); Fhndm (1914* isy); King 

MuJvjiiKy {19664}; Srjitq' (JMO^J—tuuc cffwiinm icc^ikim: W^lket 
( ti?a:4l t >- vti^jted widely m fitJim and dwttbet diot comfcm and 
VpcciL 

MACASSAN INFLUENCES: Bemdt H9J4)S rhmmu 
tt 949 >; MouiiHbrd (]956>: Wintci (j917:4Jl-6l); W6ralc| ( 
MACASSANS AND EUROPEANS: Cktk (isHiiU Mu!- 
vaiicy 0l>66(i}; SiuLn (1846^ t;|88ji. 

CHINESE: Wci Ctiu^hktun (i96t); Fiiigmld (iL9ilH'ii^tuirin^Q 

C2|1^ tcHnnicci to ihe %univt; Muiluik^'R^x^z (i96;:ia5i f?); 
McCattKy and Sdilci |[t96d:29}1-|}ofcclufi uti WuichdKi Filaihi 
PORTUGifESE! MiUi (ipjo); Suma (1944:401- 

t+j: Space (1965); Sluiip (1961); Urm (1940:1^)—caniiom; Lad 
atid Kitq^ 

DUTCH: H£t[i.t 0199:$ 61 +t* ftif I-i-7)-“<xrracti ftoin jummatf 
cited; Mill vine) 

DAMf^f ERi Dimpki enny (fir 4 JuL 1689. 

WRECKSt PlivEimj [imn Hrir (I 89p}. 

HISTORIC AilCHAEOLOGY: Alfcn 11967); 

IT 

HtSTORICAL! Lcuct quixtd,, { 1961:^6): 

McCtilbck (i654t 

POPl^LATFONt Rideliirr^Er4Wti 1196:1:11. 

f964>;St4nrtct (1965^ Bctiid: I i9$9;86J: Eifdifll f I9|7>: Him (i96§l; 

Miilvinqr ( tuc+bu Liwccticc Eie6iKj. 


The Prefmhrf pj Amttaiia 

tNV(KO^f^iEP^^: CSJ.tt.O. (tsmo); Snchlo^ 

Mi)! U^vin (rvAj); Siun (Otpj, l:xi¥>; TfFhhb 

POI'ULATION DYNAMtCS: ftirdidi t t«r7]. 

RACIAL OKICINS; Abbx Mulvdacy ( 19 Mb}; 

tiiffdic}| (l949» i^l?> 1 M 7 ); MAcmtotit >n4 Bafktt 

l.« 9 Aj). 

GENETICS; Bit<lii:}l Simniciiii Ktik 

licmtli (jijHi 4 Jt 2 ^( 5 }-HiKiKini coiatibuied by KirL 
WrSSELL LAKES; Gr^yiluii 
WESTERN DESERTr Oondi 
TRISES AND LOCAL GROUPS; Bendi 
46); SUltIKT 

FOOD SUPPLY AND SOCfAL MOBILITY: Eyii t;i#4J. 
tifjijj); TTuMtutm I tptii); Meggflr (ifd), 19A4); McC.inIiy fidloR 
Hiiti t Liwraicf BickAud (i96ci: Could (10A7E 

ceremonial EXCHANGE: Djwmu (mli:7>). 
I.ANCETACb; Wuiin(ifKl); ivaj): Oatn (i9d7)- 
IJNGUISTIC OKJCIN5: Cipdl MulMiwr 

(ivdribl, 

migration ROUTES: MidvaM, iwin): AJac'O' 

lodt ti9aj:i<K>4J>)- JoHn ftfXM), 

GLACIATION: GallMviy (ivAj, ffliningiind Mibbiui, 

Cnuilli {ig(Er)i, 

CLIMATIC DAT A ;)ajriinip 4 nd MjEtnin, ed,, (*9*^*7*^)*" 
Ceruiat AuheiIu; Dirliipgtnn Gillow^jf 

tSMlj); in Inuungi ind Mabbuii, Ouiy 

(19*7): Jiwo (1901), 

PR EClPrr ATION;Ciin»w4]f I iv^i); c£ jcniiii^i jjhI M*hbiiii, 

cd., I is«J 7 ;J)j Ditty U 9 «l 7 >- 

LAKE MENINDEE WINDS: TcJfutd 

ARID PERIOD; CiB {}9{5A bj—(iir unKtaJ ettpimfioti and 

TdewiKi; Ccfflilli TiwiaJe WtrnldR 

BOTANY: Wilkn Gilbeit jukwri 

SEA LEVELS: Ic^cnma (19^1; Hajli (tpAjj, 

LUNETTES; Cum»(iv<m. 

VULCANISM: Jmnttt|tv MaEbun, ei, (t9<7;ifTjI H*ib {*964). 
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tiXTiNCT FAUNA: Todfuri ^7r i4S^'J®); Mrrtilisi 

(iimSSj; Jflfia [wS); Tindak (i4»jyi:44}i Gill I mpC). 
KADIOCAXBON INTER PKliTATrONi and 

CToIkwi Ilf Jciinnig!c md Mabkid. cd.^ 

tlfld 7 ii J 1 >—I-jtc Caibbcntiia: T^siford 
FAUNAL DISTRIBUTION: COaby aiU Wm (15^); 
MiiKaiKy tr 4 (19^^:404, i<rr}i Tcd&wd Mcmiwv Cis*»). 

MAN AND VEGETATION: Qfbei (1a$0}; Nmiun 
Jictttm (isrtjJ; Wallet ioo8h 

DINGO: Miitvjis^p« d* Ct«<i4]: CfoipMI ^nd Edwanli (ig^bj; 
Tindak 


CtfACTER 111 

THOMAS: Willi^tni Tljorn^ti >#ai m A^ftiitant Ptnieciuc and Liia 
Ctuidian of VirCimtaii Aboriguict 18}S ^o. Hii fiaiidwrjiicn "Biid 
KetruEki ttn eIk Aboti^mci £if Yictmu U^i9) 

Libraiy of Victma. 

DOMESTICATED SF'ECtHS: Mcggitt (19^5) cKAmma the 

eKtem ofdini^ dMneinciiiiini, Ompbeil basaiMtnblbl evukiEoe 

which dial hirdi- ^cte tcth^ed in fun Qiictnii' 

Unil BlU even eTHiii. wi% the ^rtt phuc orijicf|ndif dniu^Kafiuii^ dbcfv 

It ho cmaittif that thn wat nm a oiHnmef. 

CATE YORK: rhuntui^i 1191+)—dog/ni:^ Uirnien jinJ (ioio>- 

uwern rcfi;tm]: Lawrener Somma wa* Mimrd b| dir umty 

thij 7 H.M.S- dhMnjpf m (§74- Tlic doot^ritua wj* piuvklrd bj H_ N. 
Moielcy^ Mata R;i h Nutandni, Lotidem 

STONE fVLADESi Spooccr ind GiUm [itoo'ffo); Speueef 

(igae^TL, jttiji ll<^h fj907:t*J; Tmdak [ 

ADZE*FLAKES! Ro^ Spentte (igiti-IE jol^j 

McCortlil' rtv4At2», loft?, 27); Tbominn (10^:411]; TmiLiJc 
(WiitjjJ. 

habitat and ECONOMVtTIkJniiMin avH, m^k m 9 * 

ro«4hMegjsiit(t9<i$« J9<S4Rfkfndi (10^4:92); Uiwitrm^ 19^8)1 

fOOD STORACH; Tln>rtiuMi 

I 5 cnnb CamplHll udfnmamei vjtmui ekmetitaa^ 

food^ptoduting jctivitm, bof iImk rjjtnot be doctiMd )>cHiKii1turtL 


iM 


The Prrkiii«rf (if Awtralia 

DIET: Meggiir ^ 1957, i; Thomum (ts'IV. (964J: MfCanhy And 
McArthur ((iMM); Ektndir (1964:0}^: Kixti (1897:91. (90i); Crrufd 
(19^7); L:iwmicc (TfKtS). 

WHtl'A: K.V. 5 . Wri|(ht. ic|KHrtD Aususion Imfinitcof Aboitj^nul 
SiiidtHk I9aj. MunctiitfaptiKl docuincnr 6I/S)} Tltontwri (( 916 . 
1919 J: Hath (.190):)) Ct4 dmor l)l. 7 J 7 ) J711±t)0 AW. nCiit (op of 
mound; (Et^jS) t t40±l05 nnr biK. 

MtLiNCtMBh Warner 111917:4a)); McCinhy Jtid Sozler Liow: 
2iO-44)( Ct4 dam: MAcanu WdE—Vf(9, il 7 O ±90 (4W RCj 
approxiiturdy lue iivcha Above iiAnc; V^Oir 244)+So (49) AC] A( the 
luic of die niotind. 

SOUTH-EASTERN DIET; Ejirr itUiit K- B- Smyth i:*W 7 «. 
t;i8i-'A}j); ■I'K tvidcncr ElV fowto^ b jj^mhlrd by BicLfoid [i 96 b)z 
Lau'KTKC {( 998 ). 

VICTORIAN MATERIAL CULTURE; TT)c mtMt com- 
prehmtive ilhiutuod acetmm tt &n)rtfi (1878); lot 4I10 Dkvioii ( 188 i] 
atiJ (he Tlionui MS died above. F[«a dcscripiion ofuoor t«Ji, Smyih 
(1878. i:|79-'86). 

POSSUM ;AV*' ENGRAVER: Stnyih 11*78, Spencci 

iodGnimtiAov, I :i 44 i--tJAnin^;diieuuiotiwii|)riiirbcrrcrctnvcam 
Mulvaocy (1901:91), and McCinhy (i 9 A 7 i 8 >l); White (1967:1^1!. 
POSSUM SKIN CLOAKS: Smyili (liyi. i;i 7 ii 149); E^ 
()A 4 y. 11 ) 111 ); (letjulnl doceipiioti, dtHributtnn and iUuHHiiiMs in, 
Mniintronl (iirtt)); Mt. Willum nrhingt qtuxtd in MuRjmey 
[t«ai:S7), cC Huwnt (1904:111). 

RENIFOHM SCRAPERS: Edwaidi (iiult)! OmpbeU imi 
Edwardi 09^^11- mV 

ELOUERA: McCinhy (1946. 1^); SetsEct and .SitOidiy 
(1940); ‘Wbitt (1907:474), 

BONE AND SHELL TOOLS: Smyih (t8?l, tJMO'doV 
Howiti (i 9 e 4 ^ 74 j); Eyie (114}, it;iT}]L 
BARK CANOESjSmyth fltyt, 1^07-u). 

VICTORIAN MORES; Tliirttm* Jttrpm ^ Ar > dr 

Pwtttuti ^ C«>iKiniii$ni Printex, MclbMtnc, yo June 

»). 

CLEN ATRE: Mulviney {i9iiu> liwIndQ m dncutiKin rtf die htW 

laipkinctiti oil Dfiici Vinsjuijut iitw 


fISH HOOK. MLES: Ltmpcn (igMj; M«]i 

(1904:3 3 J> 

COASTAL N.5.W.: Lunpcn Mcp^v (19M, t967V- 

b«l) luilton dcwrnbc ihc ttIttMigcafliic and cchnobuitirtul cvidctici;: 
W<dc (1:967); Hunic Mc:Br>'dc:i.iw> 6 i 4 £a),. 

FABKtCATORS: McCitthf (1946. iw)?). 

DEVON DOWNS: Hilc»id Tiiubk 

FKOMM'S LANDING: MulviJity (i9ao;7«)i Mulvancy. » al 

(I 96 * 49 I>. 

SOUTH-WESTERN AUSTKALtA: Rule TiridAlc 

llOJOj; MittoL (1959'J; Dividtoii and McCaiiiif (1957): MiitvMnqf 
(i 96 t: 09 . 9 ]): King iJD’'40k 

CEREMONIAL EXCHANGE: ti9Q+:7i4-i9j: Hu«b 

(flt 97 :Ui>-} 4 J; Dwniun {.1949:^3)} Samur (19^]); McOtlEy 
(1919); SpcnCCT and Cilfen (^t#99i5$6); BenuE (t9«4:ioa-t9), 
BALER AND FEAKL SHELL: MicCatthj (>9|9U Mtiuiiriiitd 
jitd Him^r Soniia (1911:16:1); Davidwn (1049). 
ALTERNATIVE fUNCTlONS: Sonner (tOHiira); Thom, 
wn (i» 49:64>; Gould (iixuijk 

EXl'EK(MENTAL INNOVATION: Djvidww 119^5:170): 
Ride ((9^8). 

DUTCH ETHNOGRAPHY: Hcan OSwu*. 44), 
MICKOLITHS: McBtydf. fi966b:aE6)—16]0 ah ± >0 (GaK- 
707 ); (199 j 30 ± »I V-a6). 

CtlAl'TCR I V 

HISTORY OF ARCMAtOLOCYj Mulvjnty (wi. 19Mb) 
Toi general dncuiuoiu and alw <(u4iatiun ofCovcmni ltiitl)|i'i repon; 

Diiaton (1881:101); Snulum (iioa). Ethendge (t89l): AmbroK 
(1967) fnt diKuiuon i/ the!l tniddRi truarch, 

DEVON DOWNS; Hale mnJ Tindak ()9io): £^(184^), 
kart AN: Tutdak and Mac|crjilh (i9ll); Tmdale (lAi?. i 944 >. 
CLIMATE OF OPINION AROUND I WO: DavidKM 
U9ij:i46): Mtdvauejr (ivi?, 1961). 

TINDALE SVNTHESIS: For expcnmuiu oTciiltniit and ranil 
lucccsiKin Jitd cjoeUnuiu, lee ttptctaDf Ttndalc (>956^ tWT. ifloog 


Tftr Prtki^t^^r]^ ctf Amiralia 

TiiiJjle Jtid Lmdiiy TTie mwf* drtaJcd i:niji?nim irc 

by McrOkitliy (1^9, E1»5^bt t9<^5} and l^y Muivancy 

McCarthy synthesis: (194*/—Laptow 

Ovck; McCanEy and Srain (iji^ojf—Amhcm McCajfhy 

Ca|!CTUf^ McCinEy i9tS7<£ hn 

ptctatmn. 

TtKMINOLOCY: Coliwn (ig 5 {]th Gotion"f A^ittiiliui .appli»< 
uon^ "Space aitd Time ui AuKidti^n Aidiiftcvlo^V li an unpuHidial 
pii|*cr picfcntpd m m Aufttaltan btntutc of Atwigimr Studied Osa^ 
tcTcncc, Sydney, TJic icpcirt icwbni^ liom dstt cociftrtnee li pub# 
Irihcd in Mnlvjiiey^ 

'HA^'l'INC PHASH: Mulvancy iprf<iej, Furrtniciuni,icc 
White {iixt 74 , b); jutKi 

KtNNIl'F CAVt: Mulv^nry and J0]fcc (i^rf}). 

JUA N BL ADhS: Miilvanry jjid Joycr 
ADZIvFl.AKtiSi McC 4 nhy (14411^ iDdy, 141(7); Climi (14K7); 
DavHjion (isijjiidct); Qa^dioo »inl JI4cCin% (l4$7^0l); Biiidi 
fT 45 i); Muchctl (1444); Mulviiiq' ({961:84, {!)i0j;i89>-’iac1uiiet 
jdditiDiiiU cvulcticc Jnci dticuuiiii], lomcuT which ivow tecjuimtcviiiun. 
SHELL DA TlhfGt Pfllachimi Gwiiwi (iviSiCiii) fii? tlifficuten 

appliCAiiDii. 

POINT DtSTRIBUTION: Mulvjgcy Davidwn 

0414:141, 191 ^); DiviJjmn J.nd XlcCjuthy {iU47Mi47); Campbell 
Oofloi; TiiuLE fipiprip); ConU (1966)1 MocbrJl (1949); Cimpbelf 

»I 1 !| hdwjidi f 19 WSi:J 98 j; Fl«*i (IjjKAJr WEi« (nxip), 

MICROLTTHIC DISTRIBUTION: Midwiwy 096 i:««|: 
Clot^ci (i 967 >; Campbell iiKi Bdwjidi (19601:104); Cuum ((9*7). 
MICKOLITHIC function? OkiI<J 

I tIKie); McBiyiie (19M), 

MICKOLITHIC ANTIClUITY? McBryde O96A1, h): 
CintpbHl and Edwirdt f ipwb'^Mi, Bun; Conm (td*?)—W ibon’i 
J’remuinrory, 

INDONESIAN TYPOLOGY: Vju, F^kiiBi ( 
bandi 119S T>: McCiilEy (t» 4 dX 

KLOUEHA: MeCuthy Mrj^w and Clnva 

(I9ti6)| Mulvai^ey tnd japee 

aiTKINST Mulifjnty Ct|Hli Wt); McCinhp (1964, I9«7J- 


AXES: McOtthy iswTj: MyKiiiry Tugby 

[.ri?5Sh G. WhHc b); J. P. VVbitc Gpma. 

CiiAPTl^li V 

l:VOL tJTIONA R, Y THl-ORJSTS; MiiJv 4 ii (7 
Lubbock^ LcPcfoii^ 

TASMANIA N DOGS: PblmJl7(l9*6^<^,4t4): T, L. Miidi^U 
im% \UU 7 )- 

THEQHIES OF TASMANLAN ORfCJNS: Mtilviiwy 
(i 9 < 6 i :45 IJlh TitKLtk{ If $7)1 MiidiiiiHh Buker (496$}- 

bTHNOGRAPHIC USE OF STONE: Smylii 
J i:^j); Plotnlcy SSh 1 1800:67), 

TASMANfAN SOCIETY: Ploffldcy vid Mnjic<j 

R« 1 i (lifo); Him Ufo*). 

TASMANIAN EXCAVATIONS AND SYNTHESIS: 
Joittt ^9651^ 1966^ tf6l); Krba 

MAINLAND INDUSTRIES; Krmufl^MuIvjiicy and Jciyct 
Grcoi Cidijf -Bmwkf, *i id (lE^); npom by mml 
tn A NmIah^ Afunitt ^4 PffUft# (tn preui; GcnpcOt-Wbm 

KmiiiuTitidik i 9 S 7 )i Co*ipei 1966 ); 

vati^y (lofitrefr^t); S,E, Sattifi Auwf 4 lu-Ti«ikii (1957); Coijiti 
(i 9 * 7 j; MkchcU (i949r7p 175 -9): Mu litirr-Qimpfadl jjui I^w4idl 
(t! 966 b;U 

TASMANIAN ’FAPRiCATORS": EliJsiJIcId (loa). 
EASTERN AUSTRALIA: Scdjfid*^ Mcfliydcl S9M^»J;C4pCT- 
ffl(--Mi:Cinhy [19^); CiURj^tau^-Mspvt fj9^s): NiksIi^ 
TimJjIc (1961; 191^.), 

PEBBLE TOOL ANALYSIS; Miiflfydi 
(I 9 <M); TuxLtk (io& 4 >-N^Hj] 4 . 

INCALADDI: d 4 » rcpuftcd m ANLI diidjit^ 
KOONALDA: cLm» 10 ANU V diwluo, 

J 96 i. 

K EILOR: BowJcr,ef4ifi967);Gill k’ [9.i4. i9^}iMnlvmrfU9^k 
MENlNDEE; Tindde It 9 $|: 4 i 9 , 1904); Mulvaiicy fi96*:74); 
Tcdfuid (1967:11). 

faunal EXTINCTION: K li MiJiJc, Sikmt, 
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Thr PnckittoTy of Amttatta 
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liui CUthAf, Jmtmil 4 Adtsk 

MiTi:rat 4 H. S, R** Sttmt A ft MdbMimr ind New 

Voii. 

T. tt|>si. Tkm ExfisBinm mtr th inim* ij E^imH 
Amtfdk, I vdi^ L«idi>rL 

Q Pt fciij, 1954 RmiWi 4 ^ AiU* 

indm Sdtnt^ ExprdkkM ^rnj^ Ijndt V'uL i, 1. Mdbwfne. 

- , Its?- Ab^gnuJ hxtk puntinp Riiin Field Iikitd lUc. S. 
Aut Mill , t |:l?- 9 - 

— Aum^iiei Ahotigiiul ikin nip. An. S, Ant Miu . 14:5^ 
4 K 

i. 4 ]rw A^dc Sydn^ and FRi^IuIll 
MoU^TF<iu^ C- P. titd HAitVIlV. A,, %g\M. A Siirrey oi Atiunliait 
Pud md Buiia diell ^jrruunrnti, jtiv. S. Xmt Mh ,6:11 f~ 3 $. 
Maviui, R 1944, The U>wcr I^Uecdithk CuluFtvt 1:^SiHiilietri 
iiid EjJE«m Adj, Tnmx Amff Phd. iidt, 

— itSi* PilwiuJtthlc Mch 2 «idu 0 (ft lemilicnt jml cuicm Auu, /wnw/ 

Mirtv-Aimt, D, J., Its?. Reifitfcb in iRc Pndiiiliirir iiC Viccnru, . 
Hiiiarmf Smdki - Amifr^ jtd Ntvr Zmliai i*| 2 - 4 |. 
lt$i^ The Atmrjiun Abor^nn 140^-1919^ Optiikni tnd Fkld« 

WQik^ Siwifft^Aiu^Hlk mi Ztidmi 4 ii|I -^ 3 r, tg^ 

— . Arcfi^e&kigitaJ Ffomm'i I jndinf; iki ibc 

l_x>wej Murr 4 y R*vtr, S,A.. Pm. Sm- i<iu 
— , t 9 ^t, Tbe «»c jge 9/Aunt^Iii, fV^ /behiic Sk, 

— tt&l- ARiumibgtcd ciuv4lidBi ttp the AJie Oni^iy 

(^^eniitiuk^ VitAcKu^ f%iK |tji;ii, Sk- Fi^ 

— V 19041. The PlpMoofix mkifiixiiiirkn dT AitnoliiLk 




The PrekitMry of Australia 

—^ lO&fbii Pn)inrarf iifitic ftiuh PUuu, nM; Ref. S»f. 77^17- 

—, B^lv>di!oMei, AtxK^irm vid AuidiUun Hmurjr, P*e< 

kef. Set l-'u., 79:M9-*3?- 

—, F,inqr jud Aboriginal Auunlurt Edmk Origius 

—, 11KUS?. TliepchiiitKirfirihi! Alumluit Aborigine, Sornfl^idjKBi-en, 

WiiUVAiTMY, D. J. (ed,), 194IS, AuKttlm Attkiteliff — A C*™fr w 
Fitli Tfthiiiiferi. AuumIur Inuntitt d* Abofigiml ^udta, Mitiiul 
Mo. 4, Cenbem, 

MutVAKtY, D. Lah.-ty)h, C. M. 4tid TwtbAi.£, C R.. J964- 
Arclucniogml cxctvMKin of rock tiMkcr 0, FromRit Lrmlji^ 
S.A., km. kcf. Set. Wf, 77^7^1 lA 
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tnorpbnltjgml tnvauigatioiii mi Mr. Mofikn Starkin, QixmiLinil, 
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NuiiMAfr.M, J> T,, Thcthontctmtlfixsoritineiiid livqufWfor 
burning on rutive (lututQ at Kathennc, N.T., Airff- Exfrri' 
mtitJ Agiiittlhin W /InfiMi Motktndry, 

Oatea W, J,, i 9 Af, 0(1 the naming nf Auatnluii Aboriginal mbRi 
Aittfreiitm tmtitmc ^ Aienfuiet Siiidlb Ntwfktm, a. Mol j:|o^ 

0)ri.EV.|, \tiia.pt,^t4TmeBfFt*'t Kor fhr tntai^r SanA 

iVebi, LmiilorL 

T* M. inJ D* Tlr Drditmp . 4 

IVtiidtL Lomiiin. 

Ta* "/V Sum Ormfud 4 Haklisjr Sociffy+ 

E-, isjf, Thf wmk of iftc Zuyidurp^ W^fUrm 
HaPiifhul mi Pm^ 

B, (ed.)g Fnaidty Tlr T^ommuw 

\md Pupm Gm^ A^jurnttm RMnim ^ 

Hittoiical (taxudi Aiooctaiion. 

Folacii, (i A. and Coluk, mot CeUrftiort of Sjnmnt ,h 
Jtaiwupkwi f)etB^ aW tetrtfmsttee of Rirndti, Auwraluii Inmtnie of 
AbotigiiuJ Studiet, Caubm. 

ILuKtli'FE.'fiMoniM, Ah ft., (9)A Fortner numben and dmnburwn 
of the Aunralun Abunginet, qgipei Tmr IM ^ /lir Comm^ewtAA 
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Sa«rfw 0 J Illmtratim 

Tlic 1i>lliiwiiig tt^cliviiliuli jh^ itiitnurfiaiu sypplinl mt plioiiV 
ICfjplii iH j^vt tlK:i( prftriiiihin (m objcd^ tit k pfaoCi^LipJteiJ, wink 
tKhm t<^k ibe pt)<i 4 o^plH ii mj ia|urtL That iiuifjJjcc if gtiicruHy 
jckrMwIcdgril. 
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Ilk ^urci luve b«n diawii by Mttt WiiiBietl Mumfiml tiiini tiju 
nr iibynTi lup plied by die aurhiit. Tfir lallnwiitg M'kfwwlKl^ptiKntt 
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fig. 7- S(h, Ann. Mim., A4JJTJ Fig, H: S*b, .Auu Mtn.. A»74jift^ 
ftg. O: Sth, Au»(- Mut., A41U, -ij, big, nfdj* (ft <«; K* I 
Luitpnt; E^ MX drawn by W. Mucnrnrdt but (aktn (h*ih 
C ajmd W|)w it^&jA'h (lie iiithoth pemnuum 
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Notes on the Plates 


I 't'reUao, « Mjky chwT, 4 jiciicll »loeh, 7 x «i ineho, by waJum 
Wfsal), iSoj. ‘I>t(ib»w' tpA N MiUilir* Flmden, 

wbu *uf tuind one of The Eiigliih OtBltwny’* I Jimi* *« lii* 

Pgbaisooi wjj on hn lewiiii of eSgWi vnyitp «o Amtorii in iwtray 
yesHt; tjn aw of ihcfn k wai tpernd id tk leg by AbiM^itiet Flirnlm 
found bun oi ati enquiring iiid helpful diipmuinn* ind pfoeniej turn 
wrth a bnnie of ptiu vwut Pnbatmo tm auiude tk eabin oThii peaii- 
(Hcproducni w«K pcn»j»KVi, hum l*eny *nd Suftpinn (1944), 

noL II r). 

I lOrir IVkw-w‘i ttUni, oil pitnnng. iii ^ 4|J 

by WiUuun WtmlL The dranuiK quiduy w enhanced b) die daik 
cloiullAn d tite tfTvid led doak blewBig in the wind. Tiw engiaved vumm 
WiS TC pfodueed by Hindat(i»*4. !>. The MicMun f\ttu dtawn 

irponittly by Wenall, hat bcexi nipftiiiipnteil Upon tk itdch tepw' 
duccd above. Nuecthc charactettwe ufpod nmiiijijte pt3U^ (Ikjy and 
Sunpun, eepnidiioed by pennnioti uf the AdnutaJiy lb*iid of 
(he Defence Council). 

i Moby Kind. Tk Englnh Cnutfutuy'^ Idafldt, i paidl lk0cb, 
iri X 7) iridw, by Willttin WetuU. iWi- Ttm i*m pitnwJ on 
I’obiiwo hbind. lookntg «to» the wbU towaidt Gsnoo iiUod. 
Wemll did tkeidied the pram and the mowed iu the d»dtfi 

of (be malt. (Petty and Shnptwi (tyAali no. 

^ Maraiian pram, Ka/lk ftay, II19. Jtns afiet BtitHh nuaiw ewblidied 
ihe letilciiMiii of V Ktaeta, in I’oet Eattngton, a Fttnch expedition led by 
Oucitonr d'Urville uded tnno RafBt» Bay. two bwlxiun futtliet cu*- 
Thn vivid repmemanon of the MacaMUi tiipengm in thme *****' *** 
provided by Lmm Le Bmon. thud-dati nn^on oft L'Amddr. 
Dumcmi d'Urville Afk Paimffat. 1, pt- 114). 


.*SI 


Tl^ pTtlH^t(fry j :;/ 

^ irTpiUgtiJi; wtc, Arinfu Ainhosi Ljrtd^ loAkiiti; waA 

lilt lLi|. Tlif IpU|? tree IIC3J A^ md i*rtbc pcnintulj n m iiitmr 
diiwd umitind. X)^ uiidjr bcieli H oinJar iliinc ^ftd iht nun- 
gnmv unuct rtf fijrL ffir^ *lie Idl llwt A wdl^priitcrv«i ihmic line ii 
vitibt m ftnirt tl dv Uniafnwl tm\ i gLmy lirpitsvwm m ilie nglit centre 
{juii bchtnd thr fctreti itn die ri^bi^ y^ai ihc tur uf j itnole^HcMiiie. Two 
bunak were kiiWHi b (lie and ueii The okjit vi^ikk Lini lurCtec^ 
which luii been l^y Abtmfiinei diuttly before die pfhimgi-ipJi wai 
taken, wai tutued wjih potilmdiL 

n Hw iitpAiigttJit induviTi ii depicted bf Le tircton Ji afPlti Elay, 18 
diiriTtg itir itb elf Diimiifit d'Utvilk fii 4 i 4*3 Aihi IVi.wi^iir a* 
pL 11^). Tl« ici?nc k idealked, JlljKniBJtdie mnsfukare pcinriycdE iltctc 
lit twn Ittiii fiffiinire liexfdn ckji the VkMa, «'jd* Loje non cay Idiom 
tfl wbieh ihetttpiji^ were bsiiUd i (Eielong limi iic piriiiinj±»Ty 
tiimlwrt Aisd imm midKe-hnireei; trepngiitg opoiUoti* are in prdf^rni 
on the tuy, Ai Uair rwmty4bj* men ate in ibr tecnc 

T Pan Macaiaan line of umie liesitEii, Lyabi tite, otii a iiiLiJ.1 iilaiid off 

the nmih ciiiw Gimute Ey landt. Thk line, which wai on c <jf the bigrsi 
lift ilie yre^ had 4tvni ba| i fin bniling eauldtom, 

I Ji CUu Unde priimcesllmcid ai Anintj ik), Tim waia prodnci oi" J. H. 
Kmkei dintllcry, RoiteidLm, and the pmnt » in the fonn used dining 
fhe pciiod 

Lv &imk inp atui ptuin^ c^emd mi a Lindbank on SoaiJ) Cunlhimt 
Idjiid* a ftm mila ffom Anmu Bay. 

Cl Sfiuaie^lkcd brjeik byiu; ftnm a Mat asaan me oit kimitiM LiUnd, it 
she mnitth *il^l}w Umpihd kiva* Ami win Lind« imetnai disaictHum: 
7 cm, ufiuiT. 

tk Saw nt'niuhd, diikg|:tcn bottlr hoin R^iit kdinglori {i wluch 

wai nimmnl anil incd ai an Abonginal rinplcmriit, TEit type wai a 
cummon liitid in f. J. AHetiVeitcjvatinm there. 

y i, ktm fiT red, glnludat Mieauan pqi« Aniito Eky. Tllii ilvtn u die 
Lumiti^frprd on aP wait etm raitgmg fmin ^msB m «itwfwliai Ui^e* 
tHwi thn wdiicli appus, iy $ m diamm ictim the iim 



. Ncm rti tkt Piatei 

b. Sump mtpi died red wik fiotn <ii«. Nie(vil!c tteif, ATnhnn 

i-ind- Mix liBEhi. 4 j cni. The wte from wIikH ii cjpic i\ »cualty 
imlifjfH «1 PLur ij. n«f ihe bottcitn of ihc riyhidufid cemwi fli'ihe 

tluwin(iL 

c. SIwd Itudi i xtn^ll globiilir pv€ with vcniul Tibbcd ikconttvo, 

Aniuu Hay. Max- 6 cm- 

10 Reeled ponxiam tran^mmit tham Ainhcm Laiut Macaiun ircpaiw'^ 
lite*. Tlic nuxtinutw width* ol time iheitl* ate at fiillowit 

(i;» to cat; I b) 8^ ™-{(O S frt' i (dl a f cm.; U) 4 S "n ; (0 

iiatuUe; 4'a cai- luttf;. 

11 1, Obvtnc and iev«w nf i Mpp« doit of the Duieti Eau Indu Com- 
patiy, -l-iifd 17*0. jikI cxcivaied by C C. Mifknight, m 4 Manoaci 
trcpangii^ utc wi an nl« olT ilie tionii ccutu nf Gmnte Eybndi. 13*1' 
itunct. cm. 

b. aioMM ln|idt«K*(L* Inmi Mdcuuo tii«: Im, tiwn a Stuah Ctiolbofn 
UUud Mitdbatik; length. ) cm.: ftotn Lyaba lituid. iwitih of 

Cewe Eyltndi; length. $ j em. 

t. Gay pipe bawl. Entrance libnd. Atnhcm Land. F«md wah 
Macuun pottery wtthtn the iwon of > tanuntid nw- TJie pipe « CMfo* 

peiu, 

1 1 Btnwn piper aiyon dnwing. by Miowutati. of Meivtilc Hay. m nnnh" 
cMUsn Atniicm Lami. duni^ ihc imic of Mjca*un contact The lontg 
penimulauntlic nglttw Point Du wbt.wjiiir the latgccrntnl pmrnimiwy 
n Driremic Head, I'nm are uiting ri die hatboiu; dw tt«> are pottiWy 
umaniidv Drnnnue Head wa* an ntand mud » eaiiwwiy wm built 
dutJitg the Seomil Wotld Wat. Niw lint irepaiiginf; campi j« iIIuv 
ttttedoo tweb udet DfibivpiomoiiirtPritlwreaif ifone lfi«H putihenltand 
umantidt in thuaict today. Note that oilw uoti arc abochtt'riT utiutcd 
tin idatidi, wiio* MstaMam camped (be pimectiein, Ibe nland on 
die cRnTtne l«6 ** pmhiWy Brenitt Idaiid, leiiowrKd for iit luirtn. Tfe 
Mjcaiun* cuUoctcd tunic ihctl, MaRwuliii diew *hi* pictine (m 
tt, M, Botidi (1054: plate j) atwuld flMft. Since that umt, bauxite 
irpcjiii* have been foond n«i by and itme ate jdain mi hiaJd hatboin 
iiHtaUaiioni nuidc Melville [lay. 


Th Prrbist 0 ry 

fl Of "(MCfurc'. uT j Maciiuji puu, ntu 

Cjpc Amhcm. Arnhem Lmcl. Ow irvaaJ hiniditei njuwc of 
tbt ccumt mev tmaH iriwirtoiie nsciu b^vc been irtanped in wlui 
Abonginn ckifii 3 k mndeb of fiib rrapi, ♦lutlmci of pt^ui, huuio and 
tmitU mfldcliciffwp#i^ bfttlii^hcinlH. TIk Ui^c wowini «tc^ 
of ihe prm i$ m the tiglii bv^mujid. Tki tecent lincuvcty ilsodt Jtmh^ 
lighi m dw cjcrcm d iiiHuSfirt upon Alwiigiful lockty. 

SoapKoiK curving nf Shuu Taom imimnuh fotjmi bmtjdj J. 
banyan m* m Darmn, 1179. Hcigju cm* 

«S cannon^ fbuml -cin Cimmi^dr iiUnd in Napier Uay, by 

C-a{tt4m Cvmlxilcgc; K^H.^ ExuMttrtM ifftT- Lengdi 

ovtir^l: 4 } tnehej; bore t| tttdber; mukriigti eft« uJimnMnKd by i 
cmm. A mond caiuitMt of tiw sime diincfiiioiii hw ciiflbeiM 
viai^so fccownip blit tr bean m Thccamagjc upim which ii 

irt mcHUUcd Cl modon. 

te Sinne ehnnivy ami W 4 l{» Vitiofu uttltmeiiii Pon Euuigimi, ityi- 49 - 
Tbcm 4ft five inch diwtinifyi vranding iieif ihc difffop, whkit povided 
ihr tooilimi waUi of ctotugo oicd at mamed qwiftcn of ibu Rofi\ 
Manmteciffnem- TJwy ace identical la ilir rtrai wmple type-wf Coiniih 
mtuid biimcv chienney, whole linttibotioti waA ifriginiUy diooglui to 
be rtvncttd to wtn Comw^lt The Magattitt ii ihe only itiiaa ttooe 
vmiaiue prwrved al the tenlemmi, aldii?ugh the tnlid hnipiiaJ iutdreo 
ttandt ^ iDc/ heifd^ 

17 bitravanoti of Stole D, Pon UvungtooHi biAiag nofdi. Biiekt wdc 
mamiCactured Ihmi locdcUy^andftccavatiomii^ ihw iheurwiitotic 
and brick fuuiiiiuiQrrt wnc qtuttkd and bid hiMrtonrally wnh giiai 
picenMn. The biitldihg wu tif iwo iriieey%, chiefly WiKKkit, and the 
gnmnd diT.if conuimf of emnjtactid ibelly tnaittid- ETC’^eittntii at 
l^nt £uttigi«i have oonniln^td impkortmi data conetniing early 
colofita] arehriccinial tcdiiHqua. 

11 Loiiktr^ upntixam 41 ahcli^r no, 4. Ptocnm% Landing South Aottralb# 
ttmardi Dertin Oowm mek thchtf^ ten milei away. The Irmruiw 



Ni>tts m thf 

diffi defining lt« Mnnly vjillcy tel ihi^ tt^um lie uf r& IQO feci ibore 
iIjc nva iind they c<inijin numrraiit reck iliclien. Eiccavaiioni here in 
and eacfwd a depth cf ibomt ncvcntmi f«!. And tmmjn 
ocrupoikn} cstfcntdcd bick some $qqo ycaeL 

IS Skelrtun of mite dinger (C«dr fismitixfis Ju^j fiiun ihtltcr 6, FnMrirti‘i 
Landing, mstcmhkd by Np W. C. fvycrfiiodi and B. Bdiley. Drpati- 
mem of Amtomy* Univmity tif Sydney p TItc tttnjini were lix fm 
bdow tile tnrfict and date to Lietv^een 100O±si flc (NPDii) and 
BC (NPL^a^a)* Analytii d"ihn fiK^mcititlviild aiiuniJ indk 
taio I Kit difigci fmirptioli3s:H:il panmi hai icmaintd itncIixT^cd ft* 
looo yean. Length df awanhlfd bmK% cm- 

JO i'fnoim'r Landings ilitlief na section ihmugli the caeavaiKni cf 
rptfo and ilitiU Thne Htaitficd layers cantamed a nch colleericni of 
l aun ^ t^ fcnuiiis^ zndodliikg ihe dingo ikdetorih which was exciviicd lo 
ihe Itfi ef tbit view, at about tie level of the mp ofstic ringii^ pole- Note 
the suddeti BcrnuiLitiOTi oTljycn tmmcdtiiidy lO the ngltiof the ropmos* 
rmi fm of thn pdt Hik wAi eauicd by Rood water eruiofi around 
icioo ntX M-casurenictkii thfiw fhil tllH flood reached l level higher 
dun dui artaiiiod in my fmitdcd histoeic flood. A smiH ehflT wai Icfi 
by die receding water; dcpcnitiAfl reiumccf at the higlici bym covering 
thn mtetliidc indicate. 

31 Desalted photofiaph of a lula adacdlake $et m teun—Potenpinc j^att 
or ipmifdt (TiwJkf rpfjp or gia« tien l.ength ^rni 

baleoTmin: n cttIh; Nanoruf Musemndf Vtctccu, no. i { 4 l 7 ;etiUected 
Teniuttt Creek* Nonhem TcinrtoTy. 

if a X'tay photogWffi of tlie urne tuta^ diowbig hm* linle of tlw tfont flake 
proieeti inm fhr adhtitvr, Ntite ibe dminettw angle of flic bun fortkiiig 
plallotm) end, wftkh tt flic hallnufk <if i ruU adae^flake- The daikce 
fpeekf are due fco rbr p i cnencc of pit in tbf min. 

Jib X^T of the oppoote md of linr same mU* ibow'ing rhai ahlwogh n h a 
urulln (and ruftnwer l flake, tuiuhk Stbi mpaving work, it poEPciirt 
ihc dMjncfiie mb adie^fljkc him. it m rhi* type which ibe cnhniup in 
pUix zi la itutig. 



The Prehin^rj Austfatia 

CloK vtfw of out end of j C«hr 1 Autmlian mb ube, with oic-- 
modiJkaiion fii ^Amed. Mott the wepflaked imigm- IiwkttJ, bdOa 
ihc wtukiijg cd(5e and itw buif end have been tiied Jiui worn, and the 
ifiinc ii now a njnrQw* ptpiiifedi ietTiinjirtf> which hiii becii with the 
pointed end sKfvrng n tht working ed^ Pieaumablii^i ihe regulif fluted 
dcctKaiicinon iheathes handle wi^madr with itieh i toolp iti McCaJth)f % 
cbfiificaiion dih i$ a ^btitini^ atbc Tlw fitP thai i ujndard tub 

adxc^flake n mouni^ m the other end of the tod, mggptg thai (bit ftake 
abo began stt workir^ Wc it m cifilMMiox (uli flake^^ NationaJ Mitienm 
d ViPtMTUm na 45^57* i fwwl length cf infiplcmcm 71 citIp 

Z 2 A phfito^aph of ihc lame ftaWc (oppemie lidr VKw)» cniilinniiis 

thdi lilt flikc ii lon^ Ttarrow^ and beki the nbtuK utgicd Uiikiiig 
form of J (ub acbc^fllkc. 

ij End of I Central Amtrjltan ipcae^trffFiAcr whli a fotigh ubcdlike 
m in ihe «kI I^p ibe tpHt^ Wwer m pbte 14k 1 ^“ b not a tub adre* 
Rake, bill tnnply a roughly thaped unnc, which ntc^tnDdifieiw™ 
render! itndiKingtnilublc ftoni a 'btfirni* Hike. National Muwtim of 
Vicforti. fiou 505611 * Lcogjth t)f [Clin and flake: yj ctn. 

ata X*tAj phorograph tkiwing the rough Bake, ta in testo <mA knobby md 
of the ipeitdtrower. 

44 Two Walbm tnbcuncn near Ymifidntfiu, CciUrat Antftalia, raiim 
fttio] 1 tuccci&ful bcminig cxpcthcwL Wcapcwii woe few in niimliet 
and pociabtc- Note die Etiulti'purpaec shield and ipearKlimwci heU 
by the tcidii^ truTL With (he otccpnonofa none ki n* nom on the 
(browoi itl iznpicznenn aic wooden. 

25 Wdbtn nun fiocti Vucndomii nung a rub ad^» with eharactcriitK 
two-handed gup* walking towanb the uicf- As in thii caaorplci *hc 
handle wit iiiually curved* The nun n uung iht imdlcr of dietwti oidr 
hafbd adae-€aka, 

WJ Shell midden ir Werpa* Cape York. Note die height of the maiind 
above the flat bndtcipc. 


m tkr Ptatfi 

27 O^vtki ihcll Mflingiifiifci A tuliftn Ljud^ Thi* itwnilld 

jyf Ifwmly pifcJ wkliJ ind oiJKt ifumw ibfilk scifijftbn with 
cHaicosI^^ 3{?^rcTitly acnmiMlj^Eod i Iwi^tK flf itiofc lluu 40 Jwt ® 
ibcuf i 

2K HdgC'^ttm ml t'hud* Vtttotiii Miitf- ^ Vi<ii tui- ti4l7' Tool 
Itnigrh; 19 y 

ig Tj2f^ aw^kiiifci tulkctcd in fiHidi^wcrtiffii Auttratia duttii^ the nitie^ 
iccrrth ccniury^ Nai, Mm cil VKp, fw. ti®- Tniit lni£^£ ^Tfl- Tbe 
five ^ulitd iw!i w sJiwnnimcd qii^iTE fciptttnti. 

|0 PiB^invjaw rn|;raviiig tolbwd m Vicfcoru iiiJ lUusira^cd by 

R. Bfrtugh Smytli iti iS7«. ^ the type ipcomcn ijf j 

Nal Mui. rf Vi^ luv i 134 Tttfsl let^: %7 Themd ofibe ineiwi 

k liietLitcilt pinuirubly t1irmi|^» uw- 

i I A Victiwun wiiMdai pirryiiig iliield, pcrtttbty poumetiirf by iHiitg a 
(Kiiiitm'ijiw mgnvusg 1 i»I- Thii weapon wo* jmoujfW wriy hoymgi 
of the NAihniai Muktura Vitsonj {iw. 1814). Note il^int^ihr lino, 
eofnpAitd wiii* ilw uaoc inciieil on the ruU illiiHrind Wl 

pl4ic It Niite 4 l«N ikH the dcUiM phoKjgfaplH indMie rhai imall 
piceci wetf Iif ci^Uy du|t out of die wnod 111 iddtvidiiat iiiiKi i <w 4 inm- 
widr. BriiUgh Smyih (itn. t* % illiiutait^ a umilar cxijnpfc iif 
wotktnandup. Letigih of ihidd: TO" 

jii,b KnUrg^ntii of pCiftnxt id the Uiieid. 

|j Hernfoim ilaic mpet, wifJt ttuCirt nuTkic^. titdudin§ pinumcd 
emo tmekL South Auttralttn Mutrtiin* mv An 140; faLtml at f irubn. 

S. A* Length 1 I t cm^ birAddi'^^t 

II Hafiedcloueci found in 1 f^idt didicf on Aipiluk Hillp OMipelli* 104*- 
The working olgc of ihc «iw componeiu W imuimnirdi* ha it n twe* 
pnlidicd. A* it w udohiftifdt w n funoifiiulty diflcrciii ftiwi end-bafifli 
idirL Lcti^ili iiTnafJlfitiffiUE is ™- Awnalati Mumimi Sydney. 


Tht l^hhtfify ef Auutolia 

Ficriclt An^ir cotour *WumK PonUml f 

Fiotn UiP iittginsJ in Aimtjtt^n MwKufK* The tong objeeff 

cfiJice Irfi* iti J*)- 

glCMJp^ CflSM 3 (l^itk AbtfiEI^IHAl JkaJ|CTtl+ Hcil^lllti 

touA^f. 117^; p^lo(DgfaplK^: Tied Kruy^-f (Cold Mcdaltirt) hif Gerton^- 
Note piMiuiii/^bn drab, worn revmfd, with cwivksidid 
otx iiidivjdull fkiiu^ 

16 Abac^iul €crFinon]fp plkrfograpbcd neif Eiiftiidilc* CAKinti Vieww^ 
hy A, W. Howm. pr^My iSB^. Tlittcmmijay Rllmiwi cirtamiy 
JmaL dcfiCttbd by him The jctuaI im'^Ktt« pottibly 

related oti p. 629* The %tiTt Hiding wah inn wt^df At kfii 
Tukba. one of HnwinV thkf iidormirtii: hr w» pobiUj* wJiifHiiE ^ 
bulUrara. 

J 7 EncaJypt hick tmoe, CoruhierTk Abor%tiu] Sttoon, t. 1877; plKriiv 
geapbet: Knin^i btote tl« »kui tWuks (Cottipjit plitE s^). 

|A Two nidert fiib ipean, ppaumayy colireted by C-iptim Owk im! 
Sit Jmepli Bulks jj Bot^ Biy, m 1770. Lotd Sjndwwh donaicd ihcm 
to Trinity Co 11 e|^ Libiuy^ Cambiidgc m 177* ^ ^nd lubscquinuty tltcy 
wt« lent ID lifc Uiiiveitity Miiietini of Archaeofogy 3 Uid EihnoInfiT* 
CA-tnbttdgc The ihiiH tuve hem iiwn md live prangi average 
abota 60 COT- m length. Tlie pousti coiqjk fbh tpinet <w marmpiJ 
hpnek Tlie cnluganeni [pliiic | 8 i) luggem ihn one ii kitr n a boor 

hdd timi with gtau libfe md letm. Ftrrlhc dociiijcnmtiificni m 
Mqpaw (t^Klra^*7). 

j9 Xoiy pi i|icndmpl&'pffingKt fiift tpeat eiillcerwl by fliJtlwin 
Spenen 4t Ompdlj m t^tx Note rhe then cmckt in itie wnodeit pitmp> 
simi. which the in.'lMinrt wrte msenetL Lcngih rf iefi hind boiw 
pwnr s i on. <KaL Mitl of Virtmix no. toj6i>. 

40 Pcrfnralvd hilef^ftl pcndini {Affdtiidm#) odleafid noi t-ikr Hytr* 
lit South Auittalii Htsme-Bowic CoUrciiOti* Aui^ 

mJiin Ifiunwe of Anitnmyp Cinheirx m AS. 16. Lnrigtb- t* cm. 
Some ihdh hiw Itiwl dTOtioaHi ibe cmteiwe liex 


N<‘tn fAf 

41 I'cifmini and mciwd traolnctting li<Tf deu^i pcJt) (lyittt Udl 
mcni, Kunbnic^ com* (pKcm }>imtcnaittt (lulmipwn)) bnpht i? 
cm. Nat. Mm. <i* no. 50(17$. Ccotnaiic dmigittPili tljH type are 

rhc fiw»tf TOffiTniJti moof. atihoUBih naiurahnic (Uoaothm ■«««% whit* 

«hcr iKTidinnaicpIatn. Wlun toWnii with «d<f btack pij^iiKiintthii 
iixi'imcii II c{iIi>[tih 1 wnh ted ochtcl the dcci^tii twnd mO Mi mikui^ 
nwiiTHT lit d* luiural Intnc U ilic iJicIL [-jtainpln range ftnm 5 m ao 
cm. in ImgfiL HitiTMinnt diould fnejJ llwir aMiquRy: Davidvm 
in&n ihf atTRin of totnlaeking Jiej *i»d (Mcatidtf ptHmw m 
tndtinma, whctc ctjmiparjMt dei^n* ocein iin prttiiuiitic ptiKeip- 

44 Kodj g^aitific itxt, cuDcctcd liy Jofin Tofrew, (icJn SimiMiry. Tlie tefi. 
Kind uurrt iliowi mme u(e polidt. but iiculict imiic f onttwt wcondaT) 
triminiiij^ Tin^l Icnphr =i c« Nai. Mui. afVinorta. nti $40: dwof 
eataloguti^ (f4cv, 

4ii Xoay id the lame tpKitncfW thtiwirm iii«i(imI iif lufimg aiwl toopU 
iiAiuic vf itie lUkci. 

4) Kcnniflrove, ,Mi >loH}iti tuiion, Quecmijiid. The txcaifjium during 

the 19(^1 ttin? iW %ai^!Jujic Tlsc linking, pol* i* 

fnoiknl in Vm. TTw irlunpjc fiiifli ^uiiNfufied' fUkc rndli i» ’‘h^frnl 
mianlltht ^nd ptsuiciuccifTOJ ibtnxtlir Ilic jighi bsnd* 

ftpftvtU pcrioiii uf Idi liiiJnJn ncctipaticm- Tl'^t ^ 

dnubic iufid ibnve tfac pi>k i* jbtHii -ij 4 » yrjjiL while levid wiili ik 
kicttifn tjf tk pule, ucttipMioa w ,\4 AdOni it ti^ooo jreifi ^l*i I"ikiW 
iitwitdL ik cJiTwi^, Uic dcpwii wit 11 fed deep. T k iSiul RecivjiKHi 
ilireeiinieidte ^lilyiDc uflbntrctiell. 
tsTkjifli iinl 4 IvK* f Icfi uaacis wjJh on dir JiKbt luriii.'t. 

44 tngAbddt, iitr iWp i« Witlerap Sptiwv TfniiiB^T Tiie 

^ixitbon iipeci rf ihw t^Tc^OiribTuiit, cfiw^kiklci ihchet 

aimiciilut jura of m level uiiilir ftiwr aie ilwij^ihidat Ih iJdiawiu ty 
til HgmikinetAi J nuijttf «f cngrjrnJiitrf paiitred iii. tt ftfhiuibljr 
ibe richci* Auiwilun iite cKravated m ibe dettut^ Ahi mi^tbcf of mine 
impleinctiti iccowcd. 


Tfu Prrhi$t 9 ry aj Auftralh 

Ingalwiili, twi I* »l* »<»*« irewii. The nuximuni dc^h eTciectt' 
ptttdn at ihf tttt md d*lim imwi^ wii wo icvtii fot, ind (he ute w» 
lint (icetipied abiHU TOOO jean iso. N«te tll»e eliai^r tii depfiuiioti ffom 
inbuilt undituiie fnisvnemi ill the Itiwet Mtiun to evrti, ufldj maierul 
m the upper poitwR. Tlte ehii»et wn dUttha. hut tirpmwmfie pisus^ 
ofibooi «p» jcin (J006to tooo nc’h Only fUke *i»d ewe tool* (K«ir 
wiihm the mbhle; point aini mil idicdUkc induitnct piedotniiiiie 
m the tindy dtpewit. Note tlte deep er^ivingt {mustly o) hiiin.in feet) 
on ( 1 « ihebis wall Uneif tnitktni(p oceuimS on ft^mcno wtthui the 
bwCT nibble mdudniB tlte ttcimi Inge melt projteiins&oin the neneh 
mil, un the Idi. 


4 A 


Knnbctlcy btriciiily totumcd and «n*»d ^Jgtd (winft wdected 10 iliow 
vjnint tmnh. Inmmtc of Anatomy, Canbetra, 

a, A.W.H. 2 ]}. jftten boale^n; iKipht t| on- 

b, A,W.H. I)t, dear buttle glms length? ^-a em, 

c, A,W.H. t JO, ipKeto btwile glavt; lettgih? fry cm- 

d, A.W'.H. 204, whtte poreeiatrt (leJegtaph inttilatoe); iengdi: 

4^6 cm. 

e, A.W.H. 267 , giieychcn;]easdi:r f cm. 

r, A.W.H. piTik t|uamtici lengiJt: H'O em. 

S, A.W.H. *14, white ^nimtte; length? 74 cm. R*«it cov«t 


cn» at the buo end. 

h, A.W.H, 206, gtcy chen; length: I'tt em. 

I* PmoiTil esidl., pafc eheir: length; i'i> cm. Bun end « lainoust 
tip piDjoacd lot than 2 cm., and wai painted 
white; (niniiir wmitont. 


47 Ctmactimiig melt ihclter, koysl Nitmnal Path, wudi of -Sydney, 
m Hawkcibuiy tandttonc, Etetns ead and pcitttiORed ajoyndi hnm die 
(hole Une, Human uccopattan extended throughout the four !«* of 
dcponii, which Iwaaccumulated dunng wme 7500 ytan. Backed blade 
implement uccuT widy in Ikuiiom datn^ appnijcimately between 

4 tO±wAc(CaK' 69 l)ajidAli It t<>+po(CiK^*l»). Theitpptfmrtit 

two feci cunina of dielly maierial, m which fabnation, elouwa and 
fUb-ihouh filn prodomiTutc. The uie n typical ol numeitHii Mnduone 
ihchcn along the N.S.W. «mji. 


Mif th PIms 


4ft FTickniX ^or hiirring i»n pnchtitanr bLdci« 

4i, Uondi^pciinii, cxCiv^bcJ fioin level if Fr^iiniiti 1 Litndjit^ iilitiJcct itcv 2 
(Mu^Vlli^cy^ iydai7!@ij^ nti- (dw iip ti bnAep)- A d^ik 

iwiM cjficndi Qvia 4tid pctfluchal ihxk ed|^ Akhiioidi 

chcmicjil Dfffi proved inconcliiHvCt if ti pmbabk duct il^ wsai U 
zcunoui. 

Bcindi^poini^ cxcAv^Ecd at Cranuin nock tlidtff by ft lialxl MeJJrydr; 
caL nt^: CB4^t4; Aim die 4, ittficH I, fofw LtvfI lb Lcilph; 4 

cm.: gum extcndiwcTtbc relwicbod back^ few thctiwue Ictigfb. A tadiia^ 
carbon dace for ihu Icvd ctiwci around T4^ &C- 
Cp. Ccomctrtc miernbrb, cxixvaied at Graimn; aL nuv CBi'44S^i Afw 
D* wtc I, cfciich I4 lOEic {c)r Lcvd l]| ips <■ Lenpb; i'| on.; gum 
cxtcudi ova jun of ihc abnipfly prmnicd back atid m alinotf I mm- 
The rachofuibon age nf tbit Icvd erntra aTr>und lOO bC* 

4u Cwfmctnc mtcroliili from ihc «Wfe honton at (cji cii^ m, C10i^44ip 
t^igdi: r'?> ctUp; gum cxicndt m i ciiTvt mti ibcaiiifart^tocmMii^iJie 

%mi\ m (a)- All ipccmmit may hive fcncxl a* baibi. 


40 W«£ Pi>fnu TaimantJ. SxcavAixmirothc Abwginalmtddcm, 19*4 ”11 
tcalc ui fccL Tfi& midicn accumultud boweai llic and etgbfti 
ccniumt AJ>^ and CDitttniDd nicitinmn quanl wict ofSoullietn iikplunt 
Stil band. 

50 Rocky Cape Siitidi cave, Tatminia. A ftcuiiod view tif the lutfux ofdw 
civiiy icjifti few about 4000 yean- Tlic rtod h ki an undmtulKd enii' 
dtiMo: thccrmtal ipjoc wat Ikiriy clear (fofcfponnd) and ihtlk UifStt 
and jnjricti were heaped afotind the walk R. Ambfine plwntcv- 
graplied i jtcrcertcupic Serirt cfrvtrwg the entire twCice^ which waiihoi 
excavated by Rhyi Jones, Hd« ilie mimbct of ntifr (Ab- 

lotte or mutton^ihf 

jt The Cillui liir^ Kocmaldi tAvc, Nulbibtu PUm* South Atiitolij- 
Pan of the 1967 excavation by K- V, S, Wtight. The iteiK:l!i tewhed 
atmoti ia teci bdow the cave Ther wp infret conihfed eif Itmesipm 
nibble, and evidence of lironan occupatMii, dating fwm I 4 *e« w 
10,000 yem ago^ Tiui v*ew ihowt ibe Iowa depotti, comtHing 
Imuruied Ijcunrmc sedimenti—gravelv tik pcfwidicjtly 
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Thf Prrlmt^ty vj An^lr^U^ 

into il^c ctvc \toKi t]H£ NLilIiirbhiir Dliui. Amlltctt wpir ^pw; 
Iwji ttynj rr miim war wril intMtvft!; iiii nufSiiplJt! ipcctdi wrrc 
rcptiw^uird. Rjjiiui'irbofi nJimatsisiH imply iliii; ibcie sicf^u* 

muLucii lApklly itiiW huijdr^iJ hm fiiinlici waA, 

A iijf? A itTiMiMl ycji% obfjitHd -i hmtb iniBicdijftly 

LPV£rl^in{( lilt ^od tlik m'^TLiiicm tt iiiidis jrivc!tU|^krtL 

f^keJDFj] pmyMri4, CiiKB Ciillf, Kalttf, Vtcfotti, Augim isWiS. Tile 
irmjtm weje uncLivtKd j-iid pwtuil'y inno^cd by j furtit^d lojckt 
III iliewihT pik. I'Tbc llftrofdktturb^icif u ilw: Lace jloiig 

whKb The leak liet i A prelimitijuy djJicnpUou of li™ rcmami by 

MAvmtoih mdkjsiti ihit il« bons of iwo individtuilt I upper 

pnnioti^ fejnilc: 3^1W^‘ limbi, m4lc) wetc icpiCMmu^d m i1ji\ Aiiecvjfeiiiii^ 
nU drUfed htmj .1 

51 Tht yir of i\i€ Ketliif mniifin, Kciicn, Vidoru, Th« pomjy^ j itwMic 
DpctiUMitt bcgufi by tlw aihIhm in vcrtit:^ wjll l«d been cyi 

itmnigli ihe Keilur Krr 4 cc lediimrim to dsvm i iircJirti ^off to tbe rtgliil 
bim ih( Jviiribyiitimg Kiw finti kft)w <<* ctuble cjaHtm<sct*l 
A fLidi fb^sd wvbiif 4tcluciilogH4l w^i in piogtm iwnqw ibc 
ilqxHi undei iiiti! itss itun (MnlviTrcy Tbc 

pfnvtitincr mi rln: 1040 efftikiim diicoirary w-it nit»r ibt lewd lagvK: 
^theilLKitffftftt 19141^ L Pa Gdi'i udmcirkm doir of H,0£»+ 

yoQ ftjrsr (NZ^^jOTI w ^\ odlUttiai ux lett dowrk, ^ppiixiiiiAtcly 

iKHCzth the ttinding fipitw, mirre, A me trtipkment W 9 % iotuid ptiv 
rtudiiig Inim file cmtiiigM'ill mrrlie %mririlic li About hh 
[evd. TJic ‘MibicciiienP CjIIli^ ti> ihr nglir of diii phino 

^4 KiniLMc liimunru: Notthem Tmiicity. CkmdjJ view the fii*| 

i'Mflti licy^vkhiotijJ piw 4 ci m evident: jccumubtioii of 
linr.com pm, red cU>, vehieh Jjict dried Jnd csMlusd^diy dust powdered 
lu umki pteieiit oonditimnh) imuo ihh critkrd tuiiw, paiEfT.irii!g the 
mcitr {me pUtMtid iif i1j« crurki iti die ooiefa), Tljcir wete no 

pomr^toa]^ in die ted rhiy, but tluy wcec imitinoni in the uppn dutty 
byrr. Note the deep im ihe Lirgr Ibt ri>cLi tit citr foLty^uund. 

Thar it ohno^iphk evidmn tbiit tJicic inirkijijp. ifvot 
with meirwfiicL 
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N^irs ifn itu Pferr* 

^5 Oikvt me* wjiti t'muhotjih cm tip the ttiink, Ji M^nniint, miJttUp milft 
tl<iuri lilt Miiiraf Itivcr Uom Linding^ TIjc Ufi liy (Ilf 

xcmi IVj 1 flf ih^ C.1I10C bark I’l an (be nghi. bcirAtiM- rim tfer wai tkad Jfid in 
dAn|;rr of dewTiicunnp a Jcnifih was i™<tvcd m IW^ 7 ’ k 

fc-^ecred m rhr Soiirb Aumaltin MiiscLim^ 

^0 Walbitt mbefULin fronii Vucniinmn« Ccfiwal AUHriltt, fwitirving 
bark (lOiti a phow lo ifukr a cwiLimcr. Tht tdFgiM|uait2Mc rlmppcr 
wa| j iclec^cd piece wirti iharp edget, Tfie bark wai Itvcrcd alTibr rrnnk 
and uimincd by biring ii inm ibapc, Campjre ihc btUJKd nnilm wnh 
rhe ctcin edget on ihe CcwjiMfcrrk bs(k hnr and CiUUK* pteuiitubly 
Ufhtoncd wtdi tttd asfd ipLici js and 17). 

57 Bjirk pintmg^ Weaaern Arnhem l^nd« X/faf vyk- DniHAtcd 
Nanonal MuTcnm td' Vicrnna by W, Eafdnnn Speticn in r&ij* 

Rtgmei nn^ igS77;iilimefHN>fis^ 66 in. 11676 cm.) ^ a? m. iftlt'S cm), 

Colorm: ted and white; Hack fyc» and galUbUddtr. Spcnccf v etta^ 
kigticdcKnpEinn fcitlowt: 'Kopcrnpi, an rmu. Thcdcfadsfifllic inttfiiat 
aiuromy nf the bitd aic ckasly indicaicd. Abrig the tuck nun (he 
backboiien In ifnr ucck (be ncfopKigiaa n dniwn wtrh fl«h on the nndfl 
iinfact. TIk iliouldn giidk and funiclci m ff arc irpiTTicmed by ftn^v 
bariJj of ted ochre Bcfnnd iJrctc the aUmmiiiiY Cinal iboitti, wtih ihe 
licJii ibuve ft. On llie fomia^ there ii* firw of all*» biinbed ttnJttiarcitpw- 
rating iJic tiva^ wnli the gajhbliddcf itidKatcd by a hbek irtark A 
hfik fkitihn bdck M ihe giTjeaid^ foliciwd by ihc iniciiine On rlir nndci^ 
mificc, jui< below thcTteck^ there n J tolid fnaH of red ocbrc rqittKniing 
tlic "*Lkt*\ m, ji the naiim taad* ‘*the place whrrr ir lalfcfd'". Tbe thtet 
cWjnetitiic tDct arc dearly iiKjiCatcd/Cc/ pk[C7i), 


Victorijo bjtk dtawing |j sn. k aj m. (yj o cm.) datn^ 

from the (srsbw Tire birk k badly warped ind cracked aii4l ifie dpagn 
luveEided 1 itiicmly tr^iri. { 44 'icin,) wide JcrerwdKturvf). Irjifqw 
cineed becautc dfiii Itiiionc inletrit; U li probably floe ci( die two oldrtt 
burk drawtng> in c^tucnce (ihc olher. afw liom VicRpfia* » tit tlw 
fimiili Mufoun). atid m cmnrt from rhe ^ocuh^* wlweai bark 
diaw^uig k now rcnncted to Artihefii LancL A fatHy acenute Fepr¥> 
ducuoti h givOT in S coyih (11 yi! t ^ J 86)^ whejc ^mjth liataJ thiJ it 



Tftf Prrimti^fy 

r4mr *ufnc ycin Ago’ iiom i—ikf TyMcft iurtth^wtMrtri Vi^fntti 
Tlw lurk iiirtUkked bbdkAiid i:hc^kiisit bji bmi cIcIikI, ih gmig(?do4it; 
uimf AiCAt luw bccii iijughnwd, llic iBclutln repitiiniaiioii ut 

m»ti} infmt iTt"iTjiiiiii4JitiJ ituittijl culnifc—wtfjpiMU Jnrl wifcrftuJi— 
rifgflltfV wnb ewh nHn (criittc, ligluj iJwJ 4 ^qiun«S hrmiHicjtl 
(bi!iliam riglm. Ir whH the «yk of Vjtiofiaii futk Jit m ibc 

CrJtnpuir^ raiigr*. Njiimul Muwiim of VjcumX oa. 

Cjfvcd dtdJypi ^ mywigfbjjk^ wkhdpiigti pmly covaol by re-^wiuiii. 

Fumct* Hill tkwto|iM 4 ft, Armidjk New LiigiiUtii- MJity 

n™ tia^T Jfligit jncl ffloEt impimive daigni, b\it ihii one w.i% titiiscfi 
becjbstf 14 ihc dJfSiiultiit N SfeU ptracn-AiiLiR Jt€ilni type ol 

jmi^utiy^ Evidently <iir witb ^ wrtl jxtp ii il jbeady hi in id^-iUMred 
1141$ of daay, Jt pmuniayy nuiked 1 brnd uic. 

<50 Abflftgihil ttiuM irrtngetnimf, Ctenl Vh^iifu Drten* Ses-Mtli AmmlLi 
Vic^ nf ihc nnfllicin poniirtii isf ihfr central wttrHt tjf tlw wte, 

fir AfTJiigttneitf 1/ cmcodik on tli* d'l pintcd tnck ilicte 
iH Djuairti tnlul e^twnrTy ji Wnicm Amlirrn Lind Two 

or her m tlni am luvcgit^r inimlKnd lnimci piled ibctr 
Amdt dcKtibn mt (if riicni 4 i ^ SkSfinrvi l*lice\ where 

iri inniul cmtnciny RCCtnnd, in which each pJiiMit^-uini l™iJght an 
aniim} hont; {Aind:! wci proUihly m citrA in it 4 tLts|f ilut huniiiir Uiiw 
wrtr involipat}. Silr j* ixigabddt, Wdlcrcvk iiariiin, efunJlnnl a iiiirnbci 
nTntiu ikulh m bm by tv^fi ihcw lud hcoi divuibcd by viiifnfV, 
CiK'Ici orLmgeron Konn fhrrTied pjlt oJ the I » hJT cctcmesiiy ni pAiSi ol 
Am hem Lind; the bonct were wnir^ m ccjdinci^biif nte ai thccetrnimi}. 

4£ f-afvtd cyfHpm-pmc tim And in Abetf^mil fffjvc, diK'^veird by 
0)(le) i 39 July* iM7i nttf the Larhtifn tivct. Ojilcy f tftioii lOh 
exavaied a grave twn wnkt ciriirr^ conrmiicd hi« 4iittt:|ujiiptii intnctf 
hm <pp. t|J<- 4 ii Me dcsaibcd ilii: auumd At betng ^ve fm hi|;h; tlw 
iCCTTC Ai pntnayed in ihii illnurjiino Innlk udcjl nedp bur hn vcrhjt j^cmint 
rt in clcnc Agicnnerir with n. TJic guve cimrjtned rhe body of J wm 
wrapped m pmimri dim iiiJ b«uk| bur wnck wii luependrd nvcmighf 
*Ai rhe cijqrw becjipt ertricmcb idfeniivc to the tancir* The rren. 


N^Us M At Plata 


jbois fifiy fcti hitm the gtaw* *i)w litles th« lomh wm liafkwL 

jt)ij curstHJv chafacfcn dftfily cm ij|Miti tbcnw in its^iito wiiicii, 
conudciir^ ibcTtwH ihcy pa$$c^p muw have tsecn 2 u^k ofgrcit Ubour 
and lime/ 

6j Rcd«cdci]lied hiunin Sgimtat The ToenlWi Mj Midtitt 

C^ueenslaiMlp A gpoup of ^ntuttlAted hand-'priitti w m the invdl dvc -uei 
itw IcfL Hk fhifd arm dim not wm to bdongm JiiGtliet. mptfirmptfied 
hiifiud figuft* 

£4 AKe>gjnndinp gfoove\ tmTiie Sheep StdJMci OfcKt ii«*i the Cwydif 
Rivei^ ai Jiingara, west ff Aimidilit New Enff^ind* Nw Smidi Wa 3 i». 

6 j A WaibtJi nihcMiuin ai wtak gFipding in awlie^d *ii * dwim ijiiaity 
iteai Vuciidvmii^ Cenecil AutfwIU- Ducarded be icen in 

die fotcgrcntnd- The pioixw of dry KUndmg to |wdiM *u efl^ve 
cuniQg e^ge ww eaitied our inicrnrimcfitly orei a number of weeks. 

TIk Wandjiiiu %urc seen by George Grey m ig?a« on rJic wJ! ofir^k 
shelter on Gfendg Rivet m rhe Kimbcflcj lOgKm, itwih^wtHem 
Ainirjlia. Tile WK is demnbed by Crawford (t^), 

67 The lime Wiiid|iru %uie dfwn hy Crey t; lOiJ ori 26 Muth 
(llJ. During tlic following Miiury ipceuktuin wai nfr <om^nmg 
rhe ocigim of tliii ut iiyk^ prdy twcAiuc G«y 1 rendmem was dramatic 
end one %uit wji cmhclIiilKd w ah 'wnnng'. Egypttin^ AnymitanJ 
Hindu aniits wtre ail iicvoked li u nflwr eitisbtiiEcd iku ihc nylc w ifie^ 
pUciblc wiikin die eunicxt of Abotiginal mylh and cercnifnuaL 

«i Ir^Uddi, utc l, Willcsoo StatHHi, in rfic Wardainan 

Ni>rUwrt Tcmiofy, Two brp lujinin %ure^ wcarnig etibotaie held' 
dmm and caiiying smne incu The bigcr [and mom f«««> ^ 

alnnnt ! 0 lid laU 11^ Itas yellow brnmnie b«w«n The white Ima* «bdf 
Ik KConii %utt t» cfiloofid With ted kemamc. As ik tandwine waU 
cujvaciucwatdi. (he paintingi have an almcrtr ihrce-dimcntnmil 
arm. Tkie ate wrikiog ^iimlanuct bflw^fi ihnc pammigt atid the 
welUknowTi Lighwmg Rrojlmv ai OtUmne. more tlwi 10 miles 
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Tht Prfliiiiorj a/ Auitfaltd 

tuufki bill dUo in Wjttijnijii icftiiar}. Dpl^mttt h&n dt^dbod 
by Afiidr j rim^oiofi mtuc, whcft 4 jf nbcAdod 

gTocutt icuify Id ujivnuktiig trmmnfiki. (f/. pine .77). 

The siylidiC mti ^^inbulic of iliw iiiliiul liwet nui^cti i# 

Kjmbcrlrjr Wiitidjiiu influtdcc. 

69 RftcJt foiminji ^ Civc Hj 3 ] i R^nifcit iii ihc op- 

ifctiiciU3fihcirSismii AiutnilLL Thuliii^c Jiid ipwiculAnJickn ti Uhilcf 
4 graFiuc 4 inJ iU w^Ik ittd criUng arr covtinJ wuli iitpcitinpoMd 
pujmiiigis, chicllv in ttd, jftUow, wlmc n»i black jsij^crurnti. Tiridilt 
(id^59b) made A dcuilcd uudy of die fnytJKildfVical cotitnrtt of tlictt 
paintu^ Tliey renttc lound ilic aaivilio and Citdlurtg j^iumcytnjp 

oi l ctutinn-tinte tf^ientic adc^uip Njini^ wlio bmMc uletyi^ with 
ftara and emnttlliUcinL The biiic ttipcdf wot |uiiittd pcinr io 19^%^ 
when then nibul *owiicn' wm dtipLictd by Riijitidiai:^ pfOpJt Thii 
phniDg^ph taven almvt 4 feo hy | And die bigai %iite ai Itui^ 
dirpicn SliiTu* pimtccl in hlirK iiul nni lined m wlmc. It n ]jncctemrt|^ 
di-it iIkv %iim are irU 3 ythleii« like the Wandjiiu l^uro, w^ule the 
cofWEiitric dcaigm abiHif dw heAd aw dsw icmintKrat dl dial «ylc 
(Compare aUc>, plare <Si). 

70 A drm-nig icrere, »i a urulnnne rnck ditltet a mile weu olMngaLiddi 
watt* hnk> Ndfdvcm TorHuty. A eiukc Uln HaifiKw SerptntOr 
bennuh k. Ttm area waa €tic pcnttraicd lny hninpcirLi dunti^ die 1 Aim.. 
TW Rindmur iciakt n ptcminent m myiltohigy nvo jmmoiu jieurund 
h 4 frei]uetic ui mcxiL 

71 Inj^aliddip mt i* a ffmtp af EmnpesiviniineiTettl while pijnimfli 

Uiptnmpcncd on nldef mdi yilbw and while drawingi. Note iht iwn 
revd^’m to the lefi nTdie sMndin^ ^bowler^lvafted'^ tfu n. Hit wh ne %tmr 
V the C4Tp tv in ttyle, while lire lainf led %uit nwbm by ific 

'cowboy* and 1 lie nnti S ireck iiig^on tlw «yk yf pUic a *»c lol iHjh j 

mik AWif^ 

73 Piiniitigcjf i kdi m nyle m Innaliddi, vne u Thu HoIWoTiIk 

mmi dinjjia recevded mtnpici of ihiii wyk fmtn hi toiiif in worem 
Amhcm Land pUv j?). 


Nitti (JH thf Platti 

7j In Ceiuul Abimlts* #Ubontt gfuiiml deiwiii^ «fert 411 mtejtril pair 

oTimity ««mi> 4 UC% Vt'iIWi tcirmimin *1 ihf iuBpiriiiivt fmu icKcmic 
ctniwal Rugiiii, not VunMJumU, include ibc <d'iii rtitii- 

tiw (^und piimmu, depleting d» jiwiiwy of ilif mtihical emu in 
cicitum iimc The w*lh of the thelta jjc eywewd with lirwlji deugni. 

Thcochrt wjii mijo^ in * ipof-tJtfrtwet iiid Applied with j uick* TIk 
cuticcnmc circle tnorif 1* pmniintti* in Onital AiiMreluin ah; u wm 
K prewnted to a mmot a It^iUddi, joo buIb utioh nfYuen. 
dumu. 

74 SujtetimpMed pjiiuiiigt4i Wmbit (Iona itMtno) near^Loiiih, Daihng 
vi^ciiern Boiit iltc iiniplc maiclwtielt human hi^urei 

and infilled luiunhnic ammul fwimings iit chaucieriHic ot manj 
tiiB tbrnuglknS wurb'esiietti. Akuoaliat including VictdiUi wliere 
an tiiei ait itit. 

7j lied ikIot iiegaiive ttenah of handi and a Urge bonnKrai^ on while 
quarrutiL undMoitr, in the Gltewciron KaiHiie, wt Emu Oeiidi iliUiiti, 

(^uotuLuidi jotithi west of The Tombiiiif. Thn tt in eisctllent example 
of a iechdk{ue which wat univtnaJ m AuWrilia, bui piedomt' 

ruued tn icuthan Qiwtiiliiiila 

7* A ipllcry fJ Wit fwiwlj diwwvcjed bf Mr Mjckaci Tentx 

ifi [h^runiit^c Cldjuct Hdk wnw sM ffitlci wm^ Alh^c Sprinf^ 

The rtuflina of tmitf of thrtc fiRurrt hjs^ Iwn pmuidcd^ m ii iwici m 
!mw* punCT«ro4 whkti wc lubneqUffluJy cimneCTeiL Of iht 
«ity (ft 5 fc of human faccL 

77 Abtailc^ 111 iiicijfti pww oil t^UiirLiuic lindstfffifi DgUumj!* 
kjtwh flick UicJtfi* KoiiJian Torncrfy- Aieai ippro^- lest by 

T»*ii fistt. tklirvedm he dflcrdaid wnh ibcpiupcsic 
Ki dfi tl'm ^vicJt iitd iTwke k ‘biocii’. Litik inttlpe fhin sq mibi 

cuCifVJktiofU eft Ihgal^vlii tut i, rrt= 0 A.'tf«i frafirntfiw of tngr-awd rot U 

wiili comparable Lti«f iiutkio^; diet wai between jooo aikJ two 
yws 

71 f'rttojifyplM it wtuem New Sotnb Waki. ^**^^*|^ 

iniaglki dcii:!|[iti tii unduont <4 men. bncuncraiTgi. ami tmii WAt ^ 

2 ^ 





The Prehisieiy oj Auittalia 

poundiRg ind punciunng procnt iq»tMiued here owl in f bee 7 $ 
contnia with the ihnde^ ^ooves lUumeted in pbiec $4 wd 77i «nd 
wtth ihe liaeu tings impmucot and tcoicbingi ttt plates So and 

79 Rodt engravinjpi Mi CantaeMi WeSt nofth'wntsn TacRunu. 
Ahndcd doigitt in to 6 « ydlmir dune litnettotie, wnhin s lew yaids of 
ibo acexn Simula} tnoedi wse dcichbed by G< Ai Robtinoei 
in i 8 )J, at Grren's Cnek, J few tnilei wnrh of this site. 

fo AuKolia'i dde* known Ws Ftngs Kurkiiigs and linai g;nnvcs 
mvettng ihouundsorM^uair fimndie infi liniciinne waJIi oTKoonalda 
ovei, NnUariMf Plain,' South AuatnliiL They are in tout datktusi and 
foitly bufw] by an ancieni »ck. titU. 

Ri Scnicho on thf^rjdd d~ Kintoit cave, Noithcna Tmitorf, Stmilaj 
irc aweiaeed with ihc uaffAvtd m in KooitaJda civt Thor 
groupmg iniimil dim» bin otany cf thon m to «iacc«iibfc 

pUc^ Some believr tlul ihcy mua lavt been hiumnly Iscld pawtt 
oenainly ihej anr ttsnkrcd in ihdr occurnncc; 
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